Wrens Adventures Into Greek Antiquity

WRENS ADVENTURES INTO GREEK ANTIQUITY
? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of
sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good
the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk
and wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance
and caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein
better versed in jurisprudence.' (245).Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.The messenger wished him joy of the
bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El
Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent
Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen
Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do
wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be
overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul
(243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun,
thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to
him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased,
but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O
cavalier.'.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I
was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round
about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till]
the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a
woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the
door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am
she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou
hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and
thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my
mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she,
"Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a
young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!"
(147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or
what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when
thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who
reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house,
brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii.
183..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse,
without fear,.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered
the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may
cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath
done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his
neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered
all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his
wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of
patience is good.'.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ,
the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for
this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the
King's Son and the Ogress xv.Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and
exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake;
watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him
do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and
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thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his
head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and
needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself
returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..The Ninth Night of the Month..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin
dxxxii.So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After
he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he]
and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted
with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description
wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have
me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must
this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with
thee.'.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and
fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.Meanwhile, Isfehend the
Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had
taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of
the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair
of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set
out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur,
"How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode
one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of
Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate
me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I
see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii.
196..Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..The Seventh Night of the Month..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one
and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in
his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but
"daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft,
even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of
them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I
should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few
days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now
I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my
desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and
boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I
took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid
the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint,
rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering
and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw],
and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and
continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he
found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit
and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up
on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when
he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?"
Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the
damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the
wine-chamber..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..95.
Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended
her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and
consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and
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agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she
was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by
night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him,
to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was
bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this
woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he
gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the
folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..Therewithal the cook equipped his
brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship.
God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast
anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl
was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that
the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat
her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used
to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..When he had made an end of his verses, he
folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess
broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never
knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy
dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and
paper and wrote the following verses:.God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it
at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard
the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the
palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I
am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God,
put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still]
found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and
prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How
then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor
of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine
empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".? ? ? ? ?
For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..Midst colours, my colour
excelleth in light, ii. 258..?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.? ?
? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came,
dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the
vine..Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the
rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..The king gave
him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy
therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was
defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he
sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it
belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition,
passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with
honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor
deny.24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them
against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host],
arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and
they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad
said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with
us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein
is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".11. The
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Hermits cxlviii.Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..Then she turned to the old man who
had delivered her from the pit and prayed for him and gave him presents galore and among them a myriad of money; (9) and they all departed from
her, except her husband. When she was alone with him, she made him draw near unto her and rejoiced in his coming and gave him the choice of
abiding with her. Moreover, she assembled the people of the city and set out to them his virtue and worth and counselled them to invest him with
the charge of their governance and besought them to make him king over them. They fell in with her of this and he became king and took up his
abode amongst them, whilst she gave herself up to her religious exercises and abode with her husband on such wise as she was with him aforetime.
(10) Nor," added the vizier, "is this story, O king of the time, more extraordinary or more delightful than that of the journeyman and the girl whose
belly he slit and fled.".Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her
abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days
after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady,
accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me
therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six
months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..106. The Man of
Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem
profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself
and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and
sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will
sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and
left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou
sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it
abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed,
who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai
ccccx.So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is
worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the
padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong
might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262)
weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and
arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..Fourth
Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..Let destiny with
loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with
kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took
pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;'
and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he
marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.The
old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves
and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted
Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord,
let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said,
"By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..Presently,
in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the
turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he
was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger.
Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this
and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.So the folk gathered together to
them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered
the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah,
he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a
dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other.
When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,'
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replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of
thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.'
For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell
thee.".Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of
union with thee and near fruition led..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and
distance drear..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide
[their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying.
When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are
tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the
watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound
by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel,
a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb]
and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to
God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..When
the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? Sans
fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..So he sat down upon the
throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length
of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God
be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against
thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and
flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them,
saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.'
So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent
of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will
take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and
dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered
their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that
which irks it), go saying, in my fear.When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to
vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and
master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with
curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of
gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds
of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the
bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..? ? ? ?
? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..The eunuch heard the smiting of
the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and
rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he
like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou
not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them
bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O
Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith,
"Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son
who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty)
for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they
were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the
neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her
chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love
thou didst requite.Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made
her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and
near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened
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the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp
and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we
arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the
little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness?
Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these
[many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose
on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on
us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.However, after awhile, one of the women
took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then
said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the
house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the
door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But,
when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me
and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety.
So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.Now he
feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to
him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him
there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself
to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they
went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the
pot.The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me
but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not
leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of
wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen
him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her
a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el
Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead
but Aboulhusn.".38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have
traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my
vitals flare..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all
they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king,
concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have
passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things
abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of
their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and
obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.Say, by the lightnings of
thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first
four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and
incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as
might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one
of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed
myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without
abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta
(1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my
"Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender
my warmest thanks..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him
in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the
goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his
favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he,
"Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been
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upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and
apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father
and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the
concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and
Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which
never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and
his crew].
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