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climbed the three back steps with no noise.."Who did you live with while she was hospitalized?".All rights reserved. Copyright 2001 by Dean
Koontz.ONE DOOR AWAY FROM HEAVEN A Bantam BookDecember 2001.prospects. That's what you get.""What's what I get?"."So far,
you're not registering high on my terror meter.".Kath had moved away to talk to Adam, Casey, and Veronica, who were sitting together beyond the
table at which Driscoll was performing. Although he was beginning to feel more at ease with her than he had initially, Colman was still having to
work at getting used to the feeling of being accepted freely and naturally by somebody like her, and of being treated as if he were somebody special
from the Mayflower ii. On the first occasion that he had walked with her from Adam's place to The Two Moons, he had felt somewhat like Lurch,
Adam's klutz robot-awkward, out of place, and uncertain of what to talk about or how to handle the situation. But all through that evening, despite
the shooting episode, on the way back and at Adam's afterward, and when he had met her in town for a meal after coming off duty the following
day, she had continued to show the same free and easy attitude. Gradually he had relaxed his defenses, but it still puzzled him that somebody who
was a director of a fusion plant, or whatever she did exactly, should act that way toward an engineer sergeant demoted to an infantry company.
Why would she do something like that? For that matter, why would any Chironian be interested more than just socially in any Terran at all?.It was
in the last part that Chiron physics had followed a different mute. The Chironians had taken the remarkable step of extending the equivalence of
mass and energy to embrace spacetime itself: All three were merely different expressions of the same "thing." A shock wave forming inside the
primordial domain of tweedlestuff, they had discovered, could create an energy gradient sufficient to "tear apart" an element of composite
spacetime and decompose it into its familiar dimensions of space and time, in which the laws of physics as commonly understood could come into
being. Thus the Chironians had found a cause for the discontinuity that terrestrial scientists had been obliged to postulate arbitrarily.."If you've
never read Scrooge McDuck comic books, my literary allusion will be lost on you.".still pursue him.."I don't know, Corporal. Recently, I guess.".of
port on a long holiday..Sirocco raised his eyebrows in what was obviously feigned surprise. "Oh, didn't I tell you? She wants me to move in. It's
surprising how a lot of these Chironian women have a thing about Terrans. to

he frowned and scratched his nose while he searched for the right

words ". , . assist with their future contribution to procreation." He looked up. "She wants my kids. How about that, Steve? Come on, I bet it's the
same with Kath." Although by his manner he was trying to be seen to make light of it, Sirocco couldn't hide his exhilaration. Nothing like that had
ever happened to him before, and he had to tell somebody, Colman saw; but Colman played along..Donella appears to be arguing with Mr. Hooper,
probably trying to get him to shut his trap, but poor.Along with most of his generation he had been fired by the vision of the New Order America
that they were helping to forge from the ashes and ruins of the old. Even stronger than what had gone before, morally and spiritually purer, and
confident in the knowledge of its God-ordained mission, it would rise. again as an impregnable sanctuary to preserve the legacy of Western culture
from the corrosive flood 6f heathen decadence and affluent brashness sweeping across the far side of the globe. So the credo' had run. And when
the East at last fell apart from its own internal decay, when the illusion of unity that the Arabs were trying to impose on Central Asia was finally
exposed, and when the African militancy eventually expired in an orgy of internecine squabbling, the American New Order would reabsorb
temporarily estranged Europe, and prevail. That had been the quest.."Will do. See you in a few minutes.".It took a second for Colman to realize
what Sirocco was talking about. "Yes ... Why? What are you-"."At least we don't give out orders for other people to take our risks for us," Nanook
said, speaking quietly to calm the atmosphere. Juanita was staring to get emotional. "The people who take the risks are the ones who believe it's."If
you mean systems of beliefs based, despite their superficial appearances to the contrary, on morbid obsessions with death, hatred, decay,
dehumanization, and humiliation, then the answer to your question is no," she said, looking at Colman. She glanced at her grandchildren. "But if a
dedication to life, love, growth, achievement, and the powers of human creativity qualify in your definition, then yes, you could say that Chiron has
its religion.".Those sagacities and uncounted others are from Mother's Big Book of Street-Smart Advice for the."Oh. Yeah. Nice things when you
don't expect them. That makes them even better. You're right. Here's.as a purely passive observer; there was no reason why she should change that
role now..Colman lifted his head and stared again out over the impossible approaches to the bulkhead lock, picturing once more the inevitable
carnage that a frontal assault would entail. Who on either side would stand to gain anything that mattered to them? He had no quarrel with the
people manning those defenses, and they had no quarrel with him or any of his men. So why was- he lying here with a gun, trying to figure out the
best way to kill them? Because they were in there with guns and had probably spent a lot of time figuring out the best way to kill him. None of
them knew why they were doing it. It was simply that it had always been done..all, including grotesque appendages and strange nodules on the
brain?so she would just have to remain.CHAPTER TWENTY.transforming moment of grace that Geneva had wished for her. She didn't believe in
miracles, neither the."Oh, Jay," Jean groaned. "They were probably taking you for a ride to gets laugh out of it. At your age, you should know
better.".Kath switched on her impish smile again. 'That's all I'm prepared to say," she replied. "For now, anyway. I just thought you'd like to hear
it." She turned to Jay to change the subject. "Chang told my son Adam about you, and Adam says you ought to drop by sometime, Jay. He lives in
Franklin, so it wouldn't be far. Why don't you do that?".Geneva said, "Well, if it's the police asking after Luki?".Sterm stared at her unblinkingly.
"To save yourself,".In spite of his exertions and regardless of the warm night, the dog isn't panting. He lies motionless against.Half the Army
seemed to have converged on the west gate, where a group of escapees had been run to ground and were shooting it out. When the confusion was at
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its peak, a series of thunderous explosions blanketed the Detention Wing and the depot with smoke. When the smoke cleared, one of the
transporters was gone. No one had been guarding the motor pool..passing-for-nobody-special business. He hasn't given a thought to naming his
four-legged companion,."Is Sirocco around?" Colman moved over to the washbasin to rinse his face..Chapter 4.Doggedly returning to her initial
question, Leilani asked, "So the guy who killed Mr. D?was he caught?"."I'm not sure that I agree as much as I thought," Kalens told him. "Sterm
may have a point. We should try it his way to begin with at least. We don't have to stick with the plan indefinitely.".As she drew closer, she noticed
that the hatbox was perforated by two parallel, encircling lines of small.She refused to cry. Not here. Not now. Neither fear nor anger, nor even this
unwanted new knowledge.For the curtain that was falling away was the backcloth of the stage upon which the dolls had danced. And as the
backcloth fell and the strings fell with it, the dolls were dancing on. The dolls were dancing without the strings because there were no strings. There
had never been any, except those which the dolls had allowed the puppeteers to fasten to their minds. But those strings had held up the puppeteers,
not the dolls, for the puppeteers were falling while the dolls danced on.."Er... Shirley and Ci," Driscoll said. "And that's General Wellington.".One
Door Away From Heaven."What about the ameba?".time-distorting August heat, they were as silent as the trinity of flames bright upon the
smokeless wicks.Word by word, the girl quieted almost to a whisper, yet her soft voice had the power to hammer open a.To carry the burden of
each day and to keep breathing under the weight of every night, Noah Farrel.hasn't acquired Curtis's dread of this human monster. She seems to
have an opinion of her own, to which.in New Orleans.".across the blacktop, moving recklessly and fast, in total disregard of marked lanes, as if the
drivers never."I can tell," Leilani assured her. "You don't run, you don't power walk -".Colman tried to ignore them as he re-formed the squad while
Sirocco consulted his papers to identify the next house on the list. The Chironians understood that taking it out on the soldiers wouldn't help their
cause. A soldier who might have been an ally became an enemy when he saw his friends being carried bruised and bleeding away from a mob.
Everything the Chironians did was designed to subtract from their enemies instead of add to them, and to whittle their opposition down to the hard
core that lay at the center, which was all they had any quarrel with. He could see it; Sirocco could see it, and the men could see it. Why couldn't
more of the Terrans see it too?.Backlit by the westering sun, wearing khaki shorts and a white T-shirt with a small green heart.Leilani to say, "Old
Sinsemilla," and that drew Micky to the open back door of the trailer.."That's right-Michigan. I think I was something of a not-very-welcome
accident. My mother liked the fun life-lots of boyfriends, and staying out all night and stuff. I guess I was in the way a lot of the time."."What're
you doin' here, boy?".Kalens had evidently been working on the details for some time. He recovered the support of the commercial lobby by
proposing that Chironian "nursery-school economics" be excluded from the enclave, and won the professional interests over with a plan to tie all
exchanges of goods and services conducted within the boundary to a special issue of currency to be underwritten by the Mayflower II's bank. The
Chironians who lived and worked inside the prescribed limits would be free to come and go and to remain resident if they desired, provided that
they recognize and observe Terran law. If they did not, they would be subject to the same enforcement as anyone else. If its integrity was
threatened by disruptive external influences, the enclave would be defended as national territory..forever. Girl, I'd give everything I have if that
could happen for you.".Chapter 2."By your customs," the Chironian observed..might be..Smiles and grins relieved the solemn atmosphere that had
seized the room.. From the direction of the table, Jean emitted an audible sigh of relief. Bernard grinned up at the screen. "Thanks." he said. "We're
all glad to hear it. Talk to you again soon." Kath gave a quick smile and vanished from the screen.."We all did. And it doesn't change when you get
older. It gets worse. Guys still get into gangs and make rules to keep all the other guys out because it makes the guys who are in feel better than the
ones they keep out." . !-..,."That's my car," he explained. "I'm behind the wheel."."We feel we owe something, and we want to pay our way,"
Driscoll confirmed. "We don't want any free rides, but all we get are pieces of paper that aren't any good for anything here. What can you
do?'.Testament persona, has finally seen too much of human sin and is angrily stomping out His creations with.was us."
-.but which seemed only impossibly difficult now..The headlights probe considerably farther up the slope than do the flashlights. But they
still reach far less.Suddenly, 1mm the outer entrance to the foyer behind Hanlon, a firm, authoritative voice ordered, "Stop that!" The sergeant
looked up from the panel just as he was about to place the call, and his jaw dropped open in astonishment. Borftein was striding forward toward the
desk with Wellesley on one side of him, Lechat on the other, and a squad of soldiers in tight formation bringing up the rear. Celia and Malloy were
between them. The two SD guards glanced uncertainly at each other..Film by Robert Zoon, and Bobby was crushed when Noah insisted that he
remove his credit.."They don't have to make sense. All they have to do is say you're different. Now do you get it? Your dad belongs to a group who
made a lot of rules that he never had anything to do with, and because he's wired the same as everybody else, he needs to feel he's accepted. To be
accepted, he has to be seen to go by the rules. If he didn't he'd become a threat to the group, and they'd reject him. And nobody can take that. Look
around and watch all the crazy things people get into just so they can feel they belong to something that matters.".mutant." "Dinner's ready,"
Geneva announced. "Cold salads and sandwich fixings. Not very fancy, but."Never say you don't get anything back for your taxes." Colman was
sitting next to her, grinning faintly in the brief glow as one of the others lit a cigarette, But she had gone for so much of the day without speaking
that she was unable to answer immediately. His hand found her arm in the darkness and squeezed briefly but reassuringly. "It'll be okay," he
murmured. 'We've fixed somewhere safe for you to go, and you're all set to get out of Phoenix tonight. I'll be coming with you into
Franklin?'.Recognizing the sudden hardness in Noah's demeanor, she said, "What did you think I was going to.He stays away from the restaurant
proper, with its tables and red vinyl booths. Instead he goes directly."I can talk around the pie, even if it isn't polite. I haven't belched all evening,
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so I ought to have some.temporary emotional paralysis. All her life, until now, Geneva Davis had always found exactly the right.Kevlar vests.
Utility belts festooned with spare magazines of ammunition, dump pouches, cans of Mace,.hot as her anger had been in the past, but it had the
potential to quicken. The long day of rejection left her.in the dark, waiting for him to find them. Surprise.."I would have let her win," said Leilani,
"out of courtesy and respect for her advanced age, but before I.EIGHTEEN-WHEELERS LOADED with everything from spools of abb to
zymometers, reefer semis.IN A FAINT and inconstant breeze, waves stir through the lush meadow. At this lonely hour, in this."lie's hysterical."
Noah shoved the bag into a pants pocket..inseparably twined with his. If she leads him out of this danger or if she leads him off the edge of a
high.Colman snorted derisively. "You call that fun?"."We've been having a serious discussion.".during the day, she'd been troubled by a new
version of her former rage; this sullen resentment wasn't as.In the late afternoon, they had boarded the auto transport in the immense parking lot of
a busy truck.Bernard, Pernak, and Jean stared at the picture for a long time. Pernak's eyes were very serious, and Jean began biting her lip
apprehensively. At last Bernard nodded and looked at the other two. "Okay, I'm with you," he told them. "Most of the people making all the big
speeches out there aren't equipped to handle this. I don't think Iberia matters too much one way or the other anymore, but we need to get Lechat in
on it-and fast."."Then you lose out to the system. It's like playing against Driscoll-the system makes it's own aces.".This was a private
establishment with a dedicated, friendly staff. Noah appreciated their professionalism,.outage, just as Leilani was talking about UFOs, had given
her the crazy notion that they had suffered a.Colman nodded. "To start with, anyhow. Then, I guess, it's a case of how well you make out. You
know how things operate here." After a pause he asked, "How about you?".The kit was a deluxe model, similar to any fisherman's plastic tackle
box with a clamshell lid. Dr. Doom."You can't just assume they'll see the whole situation in the Way anyone else would," Anita supplied. "It's not
really their fault, since they don't have the right background and all that, but all the same it would be dumb to take risks." "It makes sense, I guess,"
Paula agreed absently..flying bullets? On the other hand, although she provides a convenient target, her fantastic bulk no doubt.disappointment. "I
sure did want to be Minnie.".of air fosters the dry sound of a long-dead sea.."His sister's cool.".long-ago leak, all vaguely resembling large insects.
Sunlight had bleached the drapes into shades no.gotten out of their cars to stretch their legs. Not all have fled the showdown at the truck stop; and
as they."That's okay," Colman said. "We just have to take some measurements." Without waiting for a reply he walked over to the door, opened it,
poked his head in, called back to Stanislau, "This is it. Where's Johnson?" and went inside. Stanislau put down the toolbox and followed, then
Colman came back out and squatted down to rummage inside it for something. Veronica appeared and went in with the packing roll, Stanislau
came out, Colman went back in with a measure, and a few yards away along the corridor Carson and Maddock managed to get the picture-crate
stuck across an awkward corner. While the SD was half watching them, Fuller came up the stain to ask where Johnson was, Stanislau waved in the
direction of the doorway, and Fuller went in while Colman came out. Carson dropped his end."We had to try," Wellesley insisted from beside
Lechat. 'We could not risk informing you that such people had seized control of those weapons. The decision was mine and nobody else's.".the
SD's from the Battle Module were approaching, and he had retired to a sheltered observation platform from which he could direct operations with a
clear view into the tunnel. Lesley, Colman, and Swyley moved behind a stanchion where Driscoll and a couple more? from D Company were
crouched with their weapons. A few seconds later the soldiers all around tensed expectantly..flash again, as though a vehicle this enormous could
not be located at night without identifying.That touched at what was really at the bottom of it all. The unspoken suggestion, which Kalens had been
implying and to which everybody had been responding though few would have admitted it openly, was that the entire social edifice upon which all
their interests depended was threatening to fall apart, and the real attraction of an enclave within a well-defined boundary was More to deter
Terrans' leaving than bomb-carrying Chironians' entering. Now that Kalens had come as close as any would dare to voicing what was at the back of
all their minds, all the lobbies and factions stood behind him, and Wellesley knew it. If Wellesley opposed, he stood to be voted out of office. So,
he concurred, and the resolution was passed all but unanimously..etiquette points to my credit. I'm not going to miss out on one bite of this. Old
Sinsemilla couldn't bake up.has taught you to think. I feel bad about that, Micky B, about whatever you went through."."You don't have to do
this.".Karla giggled, said something indecipherable, and pulled Sharmer inside, closing the door behind them..This is the largest truck stop the boy
has seen, complete with a sprawling motel, motor-home park,.lunatic, but so many things in this world aren't what they appear to be, including
Curtis himself..lodgers peer out in search of the source of the tumult.."For now," Sterm added. "The rest comes later.".Chapter 13.simmering
bitterness to which the coffee was a perfect accompaniment.."Runs the planet? Gee... I don't know anything about that.".Jean seemed to dismiss the
subject from her mind. She looked uncertainly at Bernard for a few seconds, and then said, "It's not really anything to do with that. It's- oh, I can't
put this any other way-it's you.".three victims were savagely assaulted, perhaps tortured, all dead before the fire was set, then the names.Laughing
softly, shaking her head, Micky said, "Kiddo, you've pushed this Addams Family routine one
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