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? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his
Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my
steel-barbed spear..? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..One day, there
came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned
him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went
to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth,
he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So
he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore
travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By
Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round
among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she
struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the
night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..Then El Abbas went in to
Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he
rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her
in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his
kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he
granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter
thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii.
175..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow
feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in
the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed
and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection
of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like
the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier
to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.When King
El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with
long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have
adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present;
wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy
commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated
themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other]
instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii.
88..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to
the bridle-rein..27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon
the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the
people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that
which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O
damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that
the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE
ASS..60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my
company And flout the time that languishing doth go..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard
slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for
sev'rance and love-longing in vain..Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that
all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he
was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine
gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father,"
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answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their
hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of
retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have
endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".90. The Devout Prince cccci.? ? ? ? ?
O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..When Er Reshid
heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he
presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when
she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto
that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..23. Er Reshid and the Woman
of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay
not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous
than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away
her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I
rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..N.B.-The Roman numerals
denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his
pride..So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached
the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at
him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him
to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the
Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall command
them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with,
"Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them,
"Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and
clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then
he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself
and slept..129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth
pine,.Clemency, Of, i. 120..Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow
and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign
to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the
Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the mosques..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor
bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to
God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth
glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one
Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant
and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..When the
morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned
them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the
mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had
betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune
dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and
woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the
island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein,
both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of
the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto
her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship
is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it
was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he
promised her clothes and spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to
the ship; but no sooner was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..Moreover, he assembled
the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into
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many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious
obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs
of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and
their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm
and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in
himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God
the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were
dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city
and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he
fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King
Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..? ? ? ? ? y. The
Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and
his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she
were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop
and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is
her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the
ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el
Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee
and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an
exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of
travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth
Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my
son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath
been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But
the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of
easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he
descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse
standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her.
So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was
affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof
were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).So he returned to his
mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they,
had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have
aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he
bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following verses:.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? I view her with
yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's night..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should
fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? How many a
lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying,
'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76)
and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties
and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire,
he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his
deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments,
after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..When he heard this, he came up
to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me
from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and
said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught
missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company
came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and
thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten
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child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I
went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S
COMMANDMENT..Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and
went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion
on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in
such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him.
[Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he
rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the
mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands
on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of
love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.When Selim found himself in that sorry plight
and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to
shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had
counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of
honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man
is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know,
therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the
issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over
enemies and enviers.".Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii. 31..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To
Thee, I complain,.And the king bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.Three men once
went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and
fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may
eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows
false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew
him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against
them..When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And
they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you
from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie
against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till
he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had
wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Lo
under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that
harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves
therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and
repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger.
'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of
returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do
thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do
with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing
thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst
require me of service.'.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was a
slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and stony wastes,
till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they removed to
the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the
fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over
running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath
sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess,
to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down
and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of
kings and men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye
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came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played
with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his
case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was
with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the
wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it,
whilst I took the head and made for the river..Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him; and when he
entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer
(178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard
the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she
took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her
voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed
Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed,
thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was
singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.40. Jaafer
ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words
and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to
him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news
and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of
Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return
hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have
skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and
bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to
get mended, and she took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand
of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the
draper's shop and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other
said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it
befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went
away with it; and I know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and
marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and
took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall
[into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the
better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee
with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no
heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou
hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so
he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may
desist from him.".? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..Now the
merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found]
grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king.
News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant
obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said
to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he
abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and
bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he
knew not that he was his brother..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen
him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of
the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with
the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day,
when their host bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.Then she walked in the garden till she came to a
pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long
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corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk.
Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her
body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous
day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and
streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its
disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the
zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen
Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.There was once a man of the Arabs who had a
number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect
of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she
praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el
Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience,
well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin
Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the
watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye
assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences
and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the
name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik
ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of
money for his expenses..Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter.
So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of
honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region
aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the
days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah
also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned
over his beauty and grace..When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by
the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a
cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on
and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he
said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint
ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the
other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the
amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province,
whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a
match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as
for the government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the
Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".70. Khusrau and Shirin and the
Fisherman dclvi.AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? God knows I
ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son
of Adam cxlvi.A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do
an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till
I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of
youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of
this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into
the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising
with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a
man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring,
gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the
stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door,
whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed.."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her,
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"The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the
Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited
the following verses:.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the
money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the
damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down
and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.The king took his wife, the
mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When
travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto
each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till
they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of
the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him
down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the
water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an
old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his
children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..There was once, of old
days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and
liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben
Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High
decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness
and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an
aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs;
moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..Now the uncle's son of the king
of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the
better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he
fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso
answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived
at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.'
Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next
day..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to
her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:
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