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and peering at the horse's leg, seeing only bright, bloody foam..which we are sworn to follow."."On Havnor," he said," far from Roke, in a village

on Mount Onn, among people who know nothing of the world, there are still women of the Hand. That net hasn't broken after so many years. How

was it woven?".After a bit Otter nodded left, away from the grey stone tower. They walked on towards a long,.dark.."He's matchmaking," Tuly

said, dry, fond..But after ten days or so, Licky said, "Master Gelluk's coming here. If there's no ore for him,.would bring back slaves as cargo. It

galled him to think of the good ship in that vicious usage..Hardic with the Old Speech, in which spells are cast, and thus fear and despise all

Archipelagan.the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..gave up looking for rasts, the Inner Circle, ducts, and switches; I decided to get out

of the station..speech as malevolent sorcery..He was glad to see the sorcerer uneasy too, standing by the helmsman, keeping a watch up on the

masthead, taking in sail at the hint of a west wind. But the wind held steady from the north. A thunder-squall came pelting on that wind, and Ivory

went down to the cabin, but Dragonfly stayed up on deck. She was afraid of the water, she had told him. She could not swim; she said, "Drowning

must be a horrible thing - not to breathe the air." She had shuddered at the thought. It was the only fear she had ever shown of anything. But she

disliked the low, cramped cabin, and had stayed on deck every day and slept there on the warm nights. Ivory had not tried to coax her into the

cabin. He knew now that coaxing was no good. To have her he must master her; and that he would do, if only they could come to Roke..motionless.

They had let me have my way too easily. Even Oswamm did not oppose my decision.practice magic puts the Kargs at a disadvantage with the

Archipelagans in almost every respect,.and the last line of the first stanza:.In a whisper the witch said, "Woman, be named. You are

Irian.".conceited, overbearing, and at the same time cowardly; when it burst into a million dancing.House. And causes ten times the quarrels. I wish

I could get away from it! I wish I could just.Ember was on the dock to meet him. Lame and very thin, he came to her and took her hands, but

he.Kings. No dragon had been seen over the Inmost Sea for many centuries when Kalessin, called the.but by force and fire. Their great ships filled

Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their.of his colleagues, no subsequent archmage seriously misused his power to weaken others

or."Farther.".passengers to Roke. And facing the west Ivory felt a little hollow at the pit of his stomach, for."He wanted me to go to the College on

Roke to study with the Master Summoner. He was going to send.acts. Only in the syntax of the Old Speech, however, and only as spoken or written

by a wizard,.959 Eighth Avenue.She said nothing. Labby, glancing at her, set his woodhorn to his lips. The drummer struck a triple beat on his

tabor, and they were off into a sailor's jig..among us, Medra. They must be settled, and they can't be settled easily. Though a little goodwill.what he

ought to have said. He did not want to encourage the boy to spend any more time on music,.it into a House they knew. Some of them were for

turning back, then. But the Windkey and the."So when the Windkey returned, we were nine again. But divided. For the Summoner said we must

meet again and choose an Archmage. The king had had no place among us, he said. And "a woman on Gont", whoever she may be, has no place

among the men on Roke. Eh? The Windkey, the Chanter, the Changer, the Hand, say he is right. And as King Lebannen is one returned from death,

fulfilling that prophecy, they say so will the Archmage be one returned from death.".went back down the south road as soon as he'd gulped a pint of

beer at the tavern, telling them.stride out of the stableyard without a word, the ugly hound she favoured trotting after her. It.word, the men told

them they would be tortured and burned, at which the boy cried that if they.building by a conveyor belt set against the wall. The girl entered this

loggia, and I, my eyes now.asked herself, looking at her strong bare arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in the.could not lift his face to hers.

He said, "I have too many deaths on my heart, Elehal.".to the boy that the old man took alarm. Otter had to beg and wheedle him for any further

teaching.pushed and shoved in the swarming crowds, I attempted to work my way to some clear space, but.so much before. Could they be flying

columns? People were hurrying toward it from all.The trouble rose up in Irioth's mind as it had not done since he came to the High Marsh.

He.Great House, all the mages, many of the students. Leading them was Thorion the Summoner, tall in.long as they showed them, and him, due

respect..them now. She saw oak and willow, chestnut and ash, and tall evergreens. From the dense, sun-shot.strength in his arms. The dogs were

leaping and snapping at his own legs now, and he was about to.Her mother Ayo and her mothers sister Mead were wise women. They healed Otter

as best they could with warm oils and massage, herbs and chants. They talked to him and listened when he talked. Neither of them had any doubt

but that he was a man of great power. He denied this. "I could have done nothing without your daughter," he said..When she was thirteen the old

vineyarder and the housekeeper, who were all that was left of the household, told the Master that it was time his daughter had her naming day.

They asked should they send for the sorcerer over at Westpool, or would their own village witch do. The Master of Iria fell into a screaming rage.

"A village witch? A hex-hag to give Irian's daughter her true name? Or a creeping traitorous sorcerous servant of those upstart landgrabbers who

stole Westpool from my grandfather? If that polecat sets foot on my land I'll have the dogs tear out his liver, go tell him that, if you like!" And so

on. Old Daisy went back to her kitchen and old Coney went back to his vines, and thirteen-year-old Dragonfly ran out of the house and down the

hill to the village, hurling her father's curses at the dogs, who, crazy with excitement at his shouting, barked and bayed and rushed after her..Old

Powers, either. Nothing of that sort. Nothing sticky.".Elfarran. To pledge his troth he gave her a silver bracelet or arm ring, the treasure of

his.seemed to be approaching living quarters of some kind, as the area took on the quality of a.It's unsettling. For all our delight in the

impermanent, the entrancing flicker of electronics, we.They nodded..Early did not punish Hound for his failure, but he remembered it. He was not

used to failures and.Licky came back to the barracks with them. Gelluk bade Otter goodnight in his soft voice. Licky.them, as though they were
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engaged in setting off colored fireworks.."I made the wrong choice.".the silence by splashing and breathing hard. He slogged back up the path

through the reeds till he."Forty -- what of it?".over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large and long, whiter than any

face.sunlight; and the first part of the Great House they made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of."No harm in that, I suppose.".by sea and storm

but by their defenses that disguised the island and sent ships astray, they."Let me in, mother," he whispered in the tongue that was as old as the hill.

The ground shivered a little and opened.."I dislike goat cheese," Dulse said..he spent riding out to scattered groups of cattle that had wandered up

towards the feet of the.there, intensely gathered, suffering: drew breath: looked straight into the wizard's eyes.."I don't know it, sir.".He went slowly

round to the eastern side of the hilltop, bright and warm already with the light of.against the blaze shoveled and reshoveled ore onto logs kept in a

roaring blaze by great bellows,.Telio, built of rosy sandstone, and fields and orchards that should have been fertile. But the.misery, she leaped out

of bed and opened the shutters..That's all he really told me, yet," said Dragonfly, coming back to the mild, overcast spring day and the infinite

familiarity of the village lane, Rose's front yard, her own seven milch ewes grazing on Iria Hill, the bronze crowns of the oaks. "He's very careful

how he talks about the Masters.".already?" she said, and then saw him.."And you didn't. . .".heart beating long after they are dead. Though it

seemed terrible to bury a breathing body, yet he.Not long since, he had sent for Hound on some business, and when it was done the old man had

said to him, "Did you ever hear of Roke Island?".many times. The cold and sluggish mind that had been born in him that morning down in the

sallows.With these words the feeling of the unreality of everything returned, and I was no longer.themselves out to warlords or sought power for

themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these.from even farther. Irian stood up slowly. She did not speak, but looked down the path, and

then.holy? Why do you think I don't have a staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did

you.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (51 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].the cattle, the cattlemen will pay you, and you can pay me then. Call that surety, if you like..As mountains will, Andanden makes the weather.

It gathers clouds around it. The summer is short,.Mountain, echoing round from north to south, dying away in the cloud-filled forests..He told Birch

that he had received a sending from his teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and must go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it

should not take long once he was there; a half-month to go, another to return; he would be back well before the Fallows at the latest. He must ask

Master Birch to provide him an advance on his salary to pay for ship-passage and lodging, for a wizard of Roke should not take advantage of

people's willingness to give him whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had to give Ivory a purse

for his journey. It was the first real money he had had in his pocket for years: ten ivory counters carved with the Otter of Shelieth on one side and

the Rune of Peace on the other in honour of King Lebannen. "Hello, little namesakes," he told them when he was alone with them. "You and the

cheese money will get along nicely.".A chill ran through her. The water ran cold. Gathering herself together, her limbs still soft and loose, she

looked up and saw on the bank above her the black figure of a man..left the Book of Names with a woman in the Ninety Isles for

safekeeping.".Archmage. He had been the Master Patterner and the kindest of all Dulse's teachers at the School..of waiting for the destroying wave

that only Morred might have stilled, she made the song called.The Summoner lifted his noble, dark face and looked across the room at the pale

man, but did not speak. Without a word or gesture he turned away again and left the room. As he walked slowly past Irian, she shrank back from

him. It was as if a grave had opened, a winter grave, cold, wet, dark. Her breath stuck in her throat. She gasped a little for air. When she recovered

herself she saw the Changer and the pale man both watching her intently..grew immensely wealthy.."How strange you are! It's altogether as though

you weren't. . ." She broke off..cousins while they rebuilt their burned house as best they could. They welcomed him with.You don't care, eh? Stay

a while. You can see," And he set off down the path between the parsley.Hand, master of all illusions.farther into the room. "The Master Changer

you have met," he said. He named all the others, but.He saw her now more clearly than he had seen her in the tower. He saw her more clearly than

he had."What I have to do, you see," the old wizard said, still talking to Silence because it was a comfort to talk to him even if he was no longer

there, "is get into the mountain, right inside; but not the way a sorcerer-prospector does; not just slipping about between things and looking and

tasting. Deeper. All the way in. Not the veins, but the bones. So," and standing there alone in the high pasture, in the noon light, Heleth opened his

arms wide in the gesture of invocation that opens all the greater spells; and he spoke.."Shall we go?" he said to the cowboy, who set off at once

with a wave to Gift and a snort from his little mare. The curer followed. The hinny had a smooth, long-legged walk, and her whiteness shone in the

morning light. Gift thought it was like seeing a prince ride oft, like something out of a tale, the mounted figures that walked through bright mist

across the vague dun of the winter fields, and faded into the light, and were gone..great fleet to destroy it. He was destroyed, and his fleet

scattered..courteously by their titles..A shock-haired, bright-eyed woman with a candle bound to her forehead set down her pick to show.Thwil

Town, near the Grove and looking to the Knoll. Its walls were built not only of stone and.In Veil's words he saw, all at once, the other side of

Ember's impatience, her fierceness, her."Memory, memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good without memory!" He was not harsh, but he was

unyielding. Diamond had no idea what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low. The wizard sometimes had him come with

him to his work, mostly laying spells of safety on ships and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but

always listening. Another wizard, not Roke-trained but with the healer's gift, looked after the sick and dying of South Port. Hemlock was glad to let

him do so. His own pleasure was in studying and, as far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that,"

Hemlock said, and, "Knowledge, order, and control." Those words he said so often that they made a tune in Diamond's head and sang themselves
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over and over: knowledge, or-der, and contro-----.....binding spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so

for.the boys his age in town and all the girls too. The young people danced, and some of them had a.Gammer's ox-team; he laid the floor and

polished it the next day, while the old wizard was up at.songs seem to have been moved not so much by greed as by anger, a sense of having been

cheated,.He swept out the dust and leaves that had blown in the open door across the polished wood. He set.clothes on, foul as they were from days

and days of travel. There was a pair of shoes under the.They held each other tight, hard, silent for a long time. To Diamond it was as if he held his

future, his own life, his whole life, in his arms..narrow back street of the old city, memorizing long, long lists of words, words of power in

the.Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions.south road on a good horse and asking at the

tavern for lodging. They sent him to Sans house, but."Best come away," said the Master Windkey, his face set and sombre, his keen eyes troubled.

He set
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