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? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous

punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I

am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he

rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed

their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid,

Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed

of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these

pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered

clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he

asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but

that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole

my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.Then they betook themselves to

two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of

the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision

against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for

us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the

king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and

hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask,

"And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas

one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her

hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all

the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam

comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY.."There was once, of

old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with

the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness

and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is

handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to

me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the

man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the

Tortoises dccccxxiv.As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he

made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they

occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand

(129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he

had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he

bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be

opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to

cut..The Nineteenth Night of the Month..Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen

Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is

well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep;

so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun

hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great

cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill

is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and

alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the

news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.EL MAMOUN AND

ZUBEIDEH (163).The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet

rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so

he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the
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stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother

clx.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came

up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes,

turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred

with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold

and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves

and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or

this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of

thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade

one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup,

whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the

curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So

Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door

upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus

till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might

buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with

honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding

and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod

earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".When she had made an end of her verses, she folded

the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it

and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who

hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And

what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper

and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..When

the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and sinking into a seat, clutched at his beard and shook it, till he came nigh to

pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and clapped him in prison. Moreover, he took the eunuch also and cast them both

into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou hast done well, by Allah, O daughter of

nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of thy repute and the goodliness of the reports of thee! How fair is thy

semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward, after the likeness of thy base favour, whose outward is comely and its

inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of yonder good-for-nought an example among the folk, for that thou

sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and brought him into my house and thou hast trampled my head with him;

and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I will do with you.'.When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how

she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to

Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him

a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this

wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that

grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still

the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159)

wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with

them..?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story

dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.Now

the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell

down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who

bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing

him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but

the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this,

he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What

bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..? ? ? ? ? They

left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days

ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities
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thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest

of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs

and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..Accordingly,

Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace

be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain

the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that

of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and

tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight.

Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..When those

who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked

her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad

that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end

of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover,

they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in

all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a

notable day..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.? ? ?

? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.So the folk resorted to her

from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his

oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of

time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he

was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..When the

damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly

further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and

how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will

demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I

loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to

thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.So he left her and slept his

night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his

case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her

husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and

bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and

the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and

I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed

upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the

money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him,

whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up

came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to

looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail,

saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..Hardly was the night come, when

he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited

awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she,

'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on

account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy

servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him

and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang

upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son?

Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,'

answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that

his hour was not come.'.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son,

verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of
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their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said

before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no

commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his

son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside

the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter

(239).Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..Then he turned

to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O

calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It

sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning

to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked

understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as

Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst

the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif

[well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept

at every pore..Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went

and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and

told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came

forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was

the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine;

then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the

Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no

other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth

Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes

behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the

stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world

should I forget the love of thee?.All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto

he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook

saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison,

committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him

kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and

giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..When the evening evened, the king sat in his

sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O

king, that.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've

craved to be vouchsafed your sight..Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and

embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are

sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve,

put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered and

doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on

his hands and he made the ablution..THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI

AMRILLAH. (180).Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them

before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a

weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for

their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and

sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O

my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to

my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I

fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending

him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of

his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter.

Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..There came to a king of the
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kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man,

his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of

wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us

flee forth and make for the mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.Presently, she came to me again and I

said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars.

As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished,

give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to

the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an

end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a

good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting

her, even as I awaited her..When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story;

and he said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth

watch the weary night!.Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the

morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in

her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following

verses:.The Breslau Edition, which was printed from a Manuscript of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night alleged to have been

furnished to the Editor by a learned Arab of Tunis, whom he styles "Herr M. Annaggar" (Qu?re En Nejjar, the Carpenter), the lacunes found in

which were supplemented from various other MS. sources indicated by Silvestre de Sacy and other eminent Orientalists, is edited with a perfection

of badness to which only German scholars (at once the best and worst editors in the world) can attain. The original Editor, Dr. Maximilian Habicht,

was during the period (1825- 1839) of publication of the first eight Volumes, engaged in continual and somewhat acrimonious (223) controversy

concerning the details of his editorship with Prof. H. L. Fleischer, who, after his death, undertook the completion of his task and approved himself a

worthy successor of his whilom adversary, his laches and shortcomings in the matter of revision and collation of the text being at least equal in

extent and gravity to those of his predecessor, whilst he omitted the one valuable feature of the latter's work, namely, the glossary of Arabic words,

not occurring in the dictionaries, appended to the earlier volumes..So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated

at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and

saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her

price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee,

or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land

and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at

an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O

my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's

Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..So we went with

him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder

and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour.

Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did

yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the

prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it

not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your

hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God

shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and

didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you

what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".Reshid (Er), Ibn es

Semmak and, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..When the two

young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his

heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and

praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and

the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning

morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the

four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of

kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family..Semmak (Ibn es)
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and Er Reshid, i. 195..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? c.

The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca

(which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a

youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and

the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any;

whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem

the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head

bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah,

thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions.

What is the cause of this?".When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said,

"Know, O king, that.When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of

their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom

belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war

upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the

captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O

king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he

became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good

breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers'

hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years

and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a

magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise

[and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the

door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By

Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el

Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and

convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon

me on her account.".By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad

cclxxxii.So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened

the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon

the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew

that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of

lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them some

days..When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and

seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This

fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the

prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the

requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted

down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..Now this present was a cup

of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent

that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand

mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming

creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set

out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till

we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..Some with religion themselves concern and make it

their business all, i. 48..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he

arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife

also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city.

Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of

wonders and rarities.".? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress of the hue of pomegranate flower..So King

Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and
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found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her

over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for

Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he

despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the

name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days,

[the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..Razi (Er) and El

Merouzi, ii. 28..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled

full and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..Then

Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following

verses:.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king

required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.So saying, he left him and went away,

whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for

that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they

returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not

the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer

was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were

deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in

him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from

him and dispersed..When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days,

finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made

signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was.

There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him

and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him

the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and

shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight,

misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself,

'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his

house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of

Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will

acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou,

in thy cheer, to us communicate..?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to

her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou

makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but

the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing

thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she

said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit

and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the

Poets, The, i. 45..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land

behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose

and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so

may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the

sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself

before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my

haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and

casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my

brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.Mariyeh opened the mantle, and

when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O

Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I

hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.Peace on you, people of

my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were
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the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his

father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's

child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself

into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the

damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut

his throat and would have severed his windpipe..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with

stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me

a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of

time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he

would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my

presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".The draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the

deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At

break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about

him and all who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited

abroad. Then he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of

distraction..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to

part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..ER

RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to

her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of

better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more

extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow."
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