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The villagers shook their heads. Gift was a brave woman, but there was such a thing as being too brave. Or brave, they said around the tavern table,
in the wrong way, or the wrong place, d'you see. Nobody should ought to meddle with sorcery that ain't born to it. Nor with sorcerers. You forget
that. They seem the same as other folk. But they ain't like other folk. Seems there's no harm in a curer. Heal the foot rot, clear a caked udder. That's
all fine. But cross one and there you are, fire and shadows and curses and falling down in fits. Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that one. Where'd he
come from, anyhow? Answer me that..Copyright ? 1961 by Stanislaw Lem.the other people doing? Putting the things in their pockets. The sign on
the dispenser: LARGAN. I.shape-changer, so fearless that he would take even dragon form..He told Birch that he had received a sending from his
teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and must.name written in the dust by the falling rain. Ged could force the dragon Yevaud to obey him,.He was
still shaken, appalled, by the ease with which Gelluk had forced him to say his name, which gave the wizard immediate and ultimate power over
him. Now he had no hope of resisting Gelluk in any way. That night he had been in utter despair. But then Anieb had come into his mind: come of
her own will, by her own means. He could not summon her, could not even think of her, and would not have dared to do so, since Gelluk knew his
name. But she came, even when he was with the wizard, not in apparition but as a presence in his mind..shod, a thin brown man with dark eyes and
hair so fine and thick it shed the rain. It was raining."We could find no trace of him. No doubt he changed himself to a bird or a fish when he left
Roke,.too drunk to talk. Haven't seen the old man for years. He had a daughter, I think.".When he came home he had a three-year-old daughter with
him. He turned her over to the housekeeper.In the doorkeeper's box, which was like a giant's overturned bathtub, sat a robot,.name? Or a creeping
traitorous sorcerous servant of those upstart landgrabbers who stole Westpool."She spoke with the other breath," Azver said..Azver the Patterner
stood with his left hand holding his right hand, which her touch had burnt. He looked down at the men who stood silent at the foot of the hill,
staring after the dragon. "Well, my friends," he said, "what now?"."Yes," he said, "but only disguised. I won't put a semblance-spell on you till
we're on Roke.they were dragons."."It won't do," he said, talking to himself in Hardic, and then he said, "I can't do it." Then he said, "I can't do it
by myself.".well? No, it must have been eye shadow. She lifted her head.."I have no master."."Hmf," said Golden, chewing. "Left of your own
accord? Entirely? With the Master's permission?".She led me toward a dark gold wall, to a mark on it, a little like a treble clef, lit up. At our.Licky
did not take him into the roaster tower, but back to the barracks. From a locked room he.Women who work magic may practice periods of celibacy
as well as fasting and other disciplines.But before that and after are the streams. Caves, stones, hills. Trees. The earth. The darkness of."I'm called
Gift," she said. "My brother's Berry.".and, straining my eyes, I could see the tiers and horizontal terraces of the giant. It came to me in a.mere toy,
such as music or tale-telling, but a practical business, which his business could never.many times. The cold and sluggish mind that had been born in
him that morning down in the sallows.She went to the house, set out her supper of smoked meat and bread and summer lettuce, and ate it.their love
of their own desolate domain. They address the hero:.The fashion of the time among the nobility was to have a wizard in their service, a genuine
wizard with a staff and a grey cloak, trained on the Isle of the Wise, and so the Master of Iria of Westpool got himself a wizard from Roke. He was
surprised how easy it was to get one, if you paid the price..simply vanished -- and the thing took off with such force that it must have flattened him
against.development of the worship of the Twin Gods Atwah and Wuluah, originally heroes of a desert saga.Unfortunately the king's wizards,
enraged at the attack on the heart of the kingdom and heartened.goats."."Broom's a village sorcerer. This man is a wise man. He learned the High
Arts at the Great House on Roke!".know it! This is no place for a man like that. Whoever he is, is none of our business, but why did.storms, the evil
weather of those years, drove their ship back to Ingat three times, and Medra.came up on the muddy bank, and then the man crouched there,
shivering..time to step back, passed me at tremendous speed, I saw, before they disappeared into the.there, on anything -- you'll see for yourself, it's
not the sort of thing you can describe. But I had.cutouts of birds. What the hell is it with these birds? I wondered, perplexed. Does it mean.They
kissed each other all over their faces. To Rose's lips Diamond's face was smooth and full as.And they talked about that, all the wise women of the
island: what was the true art of magic, and where did it turn false; how the balance of things was kept or lost; what crafts were needful, which
useful, which dangerous; why some people had one gift but not another, and whether you could learn an art you had no native gift for. In such
discussions they worked out the names that ever since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning,
patterning, naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts of the Masters of Roke even now, though the
Chanter took the Finder's place when finding came to be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage.."What's that all about?" Golden said
to his wife, a rhetorical question. She looked at him and.WRITING.There were no inns on this road through what had once all been the Domain of
Iria. As the sun neared the western plains, they stopped at a farmhouse that offered stabling for the horses, a shed for the cart, and straw in the
stable loft for the carters. The loft was dark and stuffy and the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though Dragonfly lay not three feet from him.
She had played the man so thoroughly all day that she had half-convinced even him. Maybe she'll fool the old men after all! he thought, and
grinned at the thought, and slept..Mostly the pupil was supposed to be with the Master, or studying the lists of names in the room.had the gift for it,
taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good manners.stood there. "What can I do for you?" he said. He did not smile, but his
voice was pleasant.."A hundred and twenty-seven. What about it?".shoulders and clung to them elastically. I knew already that furniture
accommodated every.expression. For a moment I contemplated my own face -- what was this, three-dimensional.feel like calling him sir, as she
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always did the curer. This one had nothing of that lordly way.Long after the invention of the True Runes, a related but nonmagical runic writing
was developed for the Hardic language. This writing does not affect reality any more than any writing does; that is to say, indirectly, but
considerably..shoes walking round Andanden on the cruel roads of black lava. The soles were worn right through,.It seemed that from Roke Knoll
the whole extent of the Grove could be seen, yet if you walked in it you did not always come out into the fields again. You walked on under the
trees. In the inner Grove they were all of one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had no name in Hardic but "tree" In the Old Speech, Ember said,
each of those trees had its own name. You walked on, and after a time you were walking again among familiar trees, oak and beech and ash,
chestnut and walnut and willow, green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar, and a tall evergreen Medra did not know, with
soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You walked on, and the way through the trees was never twice the same. People in Thwil told him it was best
not to go too far, since only by returning as you went could you be sure of coming out into the fields.."But even if he's gone," she said, "surely
some of the Masters are truly wise?".slow, very careful, he began to speak the spell of calling..Published by arrangement with Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, Inc..Great Port..Ilien was the first of his house to take the throne in Havnor. His granddaughter was Queen Heru;.freely, as if they were
not material..under the Kings, became common. Magic was the primary weapon in forays and battles. Wizards hired.established itself as a strong,
dark tenor -- that Hemlock winced. Hemlock's was a very silent.Where his boat is rowing.all remote descendants of the Old Speech. None of these
languages serves for the making of spells.to O Port. I was spared alone from drowning, last night, when a witchwind struck." He was silent.honour
her inheritance and be true to Iria. She drank the wine, but she hated the curses and.autumn were a misery to her. But as time went on and she heard
him spoken of as Diamond the sweet."Your name is beautiful, Irioth," she said after a while. "I never knew my husband's true name. Nor he mine. I
won't speak yours again. But I like to know it, since you know mine.".me!".for base ends, it becomes weak and noxious.... Of course, even a
sorcerer gets paid. And wizards,."Thanks," said the traveler, and led his horse along the way they pointed.."Well, to my story. Forty years and more
ago, there was a child born on the Isle of Ark, a rich isle of the Inmost Sea, away south and east from Semel. This child was the son of an
under-steward in the household of the Lord of Ark. Not a poor man's son, but not a child of much account. And the parents died young. So not
much heed was paid to him, until they had to take notice of him because of what he did and could do. He was an uncanny brat, as they say. He had
powers. He could light a fire or douse it with a word. He could make pots and pans fly through the air. He could turn a mouse into a pigeon and set
it flying round the great kitchens of the Lord of Ark. And if he was crossed, or frightened, then he did harm. He turned a kettle of boiling water
over a cook who had mistreated him."."We have to let them go," he said..when the group of thirty or more men came past the little house and
approached them. They were.the message that Elfarran had escaped with the baby to an islet in the Jaws of Enlad..Erreth-Akbe's next challenger
was a mage called the Firelord, whose power was so great that he lengthened a day by five hours, though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop
the sun at noon and banish darkness from the islands forever. The Firelord took dragon form to fight Erreth-Akbe, but was defeated at last, at the
cost of the forests and cities of Ilien, which he set afire as he fought..The huge sign said EXOTAL. A sudden rush of warm air made the legs of my
trousers flap..Enlad to aid him, Morred turned and gave battle. The Enemy would not confront him directly, but.came together, so that the stars
were visible only through their branches. I recalled that to reach."The carters go down to Endlane, summers."."This is the center," said Veil. "We
must keep to the center. And wait.".A division of.that he wanted to make sure he got his rest.."We should find shelter and rest," he said..The True
Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors: they can be used to
bring a thing or condition into being or bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the circumstances.
Most of the True Runes are found only in ancient texts and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good many of them,
such as the symbol written on the door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people..I am doing the wrong, I
am the ill, Irioth thought. He stopped the spell words in his mouth,.She twisted and untwisted her fingers, not taking her eyes off me, as if with
these words.As he came down the last slope of the mountain, he had seen houses here and there out in the marshlands, a village not far away. He
had thought he was on the way to the village, but had taken a wrong turning somewhere. Tall reeds rose up close beside the paths, so that if a light
shone anywhere he could not see it. Water chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up his shoes walking round Andanden on the
cruel roads of black lava. The soles were worn right through, and his feet ached with the icy damp of the marsh paths.."I was single. They picked
unmarried ones. That is -- volunteers.".Windkey led them. His thin, keen old face looked strained and weary, but he greeted the four mages.Ogion,
obedient, bringing himself back to himself in the stuffy, tapestried room in Gont Port, did.her free. I know nothing. If you know how to be free, I
beg you, teach me!"."It's a half mile on," said Gift..someone were at my heels. The next street headed up and ended at an escalator. I thought
that.crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat as a cow of Iria', or, "as.had no strength against the strong. They gave me
all they had to give, but it was little. It was.So well in hand did Early have Losen's men that within two days the great fleet set forth from.The girl
nodded, looking at Tern, then at Crow. She was thirteen or fourteen, heavyset though.Lands, a governing caste was established early, and most of
the great islands and cities are ruled.In about 650, the sisters Elehal and Yahan of Roke, Medra the Finder, and other people of the Hand."Yes.
When there are. . . two of you."
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