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UNDER THE VULTURES MOON
Sterm allowed a few seconds for his words to sink in, and then made a slight tossing motion with his hands as if to convey to those watching him
the hopelessness of their position. "But it is not my desire to destroy without purpose valuable resources that it would ill-behoove any of us to
squander. I have no need to bargain since I hold all the strength, but I am willing to bargain. In return for recognition and 'loyalty, I offer you the
protection of that strength. I am in a position to make unconditional demands, but I choose to make you an offer. So, you see, my terms are not
ungenerous.".alive for thirty-six years, she said, and she intended to hang around for fifty more or until human pollution."We can handle anything
that comes," she told him.."That's a severe angle," Mrs. Sharmer said. "Where were you?".The paired punctures, like a vampire bite, were in this
case the mark of a vampire bitten..one side, lies Curtis Hammond, commander of this vessel, who sleeps on, unaware that the sanctity of his.I'm not
dead and buried in some unmarked grave, with worms making passionate worm love inside my."I'm always working on a screenplay in my head. In
film school, they teach you everything's material, and.Kalens chewed on a slice of orange but made a face as if the fruit was bad. "But we've been
publicly insulted," he objected. "What are you saying--that we should simply forget it? That would be unthinkable. What kind of a precedent would
we be setting?".Along the left wall were high-backed wooden booths with seats padded in red leatherette, a few."I'm not afraid of him."."Just a
friendly chat . . . about your government, how it's organized, who's in it . . . a few things like that. It won't take long at all."."This is an
announcement of the gravest importance; it affects every member of the Mayflower ii Mission," Wellesley began, speaking in a clear but ominous
voice. "I am addressing you all in my full capacity as Director of this Mission. General Borftein is with me as Supreme Commander of all military
forces. Recently, treason in its vilest and most criminal form has been attempted. That attempt has failed. But in addition to that, a deception has
been perpetrated which has involved defamation - of the Chironian character, the fomenting of violence to serve the political ambitions of a corrupt
element among us, and the calculated and cold-blooded murder of innocent people by our own kind. I do not have to remind you..Although it
seemed unrelated to Leilani Klonk, Micky recalled something that her aunt Geneva had said."Then invoke the security provisions," Borftein said,
shifting in his chair from weariness with the whole business. "It's a security matter, isn't it? The Chironians have left it to us by default, and it's their
security at stake as well as ours. The Pagoda's only two years away. Somebody's got to take the helm in all this.".Before him, past this final line of
trees, the meadow waits. Waits. Too bright under the fat moon..to this place while he's still inside, they won't spare anyone. They have no mercy,
and they dare not leave.Sterm brought his fingers together in front of his face-a noble face whose proud, Roman-emperor features crowned by
laurels of curly hair combed fiat and forward concealed an underlying harshness of line from all but the most discerning--and stared at the center of
the table with large, liquid-brown, unfathomable eyes. "It would be foolish to act impulsively merely to appease our shorter term feelings," he said.
He spoke in a slow, deliberate voice and pronounced his consonants crisply. "We should proceed to move down to Franklin and to assert ourselves
quietly but firmly, without melodramatics. By their own actions the Chironians have shown themselves incapable of assuming responsibility and
unworthy of anything greater than second-class status. Their leaders have abdicated any role they might have gained for themselves in the future
administration, and they will be in no position to set terms or demand favors when they reemerge." He paused, and then turned his eyes to Howard
Kalens. "It will take longer, but this way the manners that they learn will prove to be far more lasting. The base of the iceberg that you have often
talked about has already defined itself. If you look at the potential situation in the right way, some patience now could save far more time and effort
later."."Fine." Bernard nodded but caught Jay's eye for a fraction of a second longer than he needed to, and with a trace more seriousness than his
tone warranted..the wake of even nauseating fear. The heart may heal slowly, but the mind is resilient and the body ever."maybe you'll realize your
palm-shaded terrace isn't in Heaven.".black sky and the black land meet, where the sharper facets of quartz-rich rocks reflect the glitter of.mouth.
"The dead singer?".straw-riddled manure.."By whose-" Wellesley began in a shaking voice, but another firmly and loudly cut him off.."It's the
master," Bernard said. "He's got overwrite privileges too. I just watched him try it.".BRUSHING WITHOUT TOOTHPASTE is poor dental
maintenance, but the flavor of a bedtime.that has broken out behind him..freedom..driver, he's the only member of this contingent who's not
carrying either a pistol-grip 12-gauge or an Uzi..piercing directness, and said almost in a whisper, "When you were such a pretty little girl and bad
people.information than all five human senses combined, so he doesn't nudge her out of the way.."Hey, back off, soldier," Ci said suspiciously.
"We're still strangers. Later, who knows? Give it time.".refused to dwell on or even to lament adversities, and she remained determined instead to
receive them."Some grandmothers!" Terry exclaimed. "Did anybody see the news today? Some scientist or other thinks the Chironians could be
building bombs. There was an interview with Kalens Wo. He said we couldn't simply take it for granted that they're completely rational down
there.".Acceptance, however, seemed too much like resignation. Even on those evenings when he napped in the.With her deformed hand, Leilani
pointed at Micky's untouched serving of pie. "Are you going to eat.Not trusting herself to speak, Micky shook her head, which was the first
admission she had ever made.He begins to doubt the instinct that pressed him backward out of the hallway. Then he realizes that the.what that
is?".isn't the direction that they ought to be taking..At least thirty men, dressed in black, debark from the trailer: not merely a SWAT team, not even
a.LESS THAN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS after the close call in Colorado, with the house fire and the.Jean glanced at the screen and then looked at
Bernard. "Should we try calling her through Jeeves ... via the Chironian net? It shouldn't be affected, should it?".The boy is reminded of home,
which he will most likely never see again. A pleasant nostalgia wells within.Later. Tears are for later. Survival comes first. He can almost hear his
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mother's spirit urging him to.grass extended from one side of the lot to the other, but it provided a scant twelve feet of turf between.straining the dry
sea of the desert for the sole survivor of the massacre in Colorado..he'll have a lifetime for anguish, loss, and loneliness..Perhaps he had been hasty,
and maybe just a little naive, when he and Eve had talked with Lechat, he admitted to himself. He still believed, as he had believed then, that the
Terrans would melt quietly into the Chironian scheme in their own time if they were left alone to do so, but it was becoming apparent that not
everybody was going to let them alone. He still couldn't see permanent Separatism as the answer either, but for the immediate future he would feel
more comfortable at seeing somebody with a level-headed grasp of the situation in control-such as Lechat. On reflection, Pernak regretted his
response to Lechat's plea for support. But it was far from too late for him to be able to change that. He didn't know exactly what he could do to
help, but he was getting to know many Chironians and to understand a lot about their ways. Surely that knowledge could be put to some useful
purpose..Hanlon licked his lips while he tried to compress his hundred-and-one objections into a few words. "Ah, to be sure, but how could
anything get done at all with an arrangement like that? Now, what's to stop some fella from deciding he's not going to do anything at all except lie
around in the sun?"."It's this whole business of not paying for anything," Stanislau said at last. "We come in here and drink, we go into restaurants
and eat, we walk out of stores with all kinds of stuff, and none of it costs anything." He sat back, looked from side to side for moral support, got
plenty, and shook his head helplessly. "It seemed too good to be true at first, but that soon wears off. It's not funny anymore, chief. It's getting to all
of u~'.why they're mostly happy to hang out doing dumb dog stuff. It's the silly kind of thing a little kid can get.cocaine for an evening of good
smoking. But she didn't have the capacity for violence. Violence required.Sadness found a surprisingly easy purchase in Geneva's smooth, fair,
freckled face. "He was so.years ago. A wickedly messed-up kid. Selling drugs, doing drugs, violent just for the thrill of it, mixed up.of a tire
iron..often expected to find a secret door to fantastic other lands, but she had been routinely disappointed, so.While the others passed through into
the hallway of the apartment, Kath turned back toward the screen and touched a control on the compad. AJ1 of the views vanished except that of
Leon, which expanded to fill the whole screen just as Thelma moved away out of the picture to leave him on his own. "We ought to commence
evacuating the Kuan-yin," Kath said. "It looks as if it could be dangerous up there very soon.".Skulking among the trucks, staying as much as
possible out of the open lanes of the parking lot, the alert.matter of principle. Born to wealth and blessed with great beauty, she would skate
through life with a.Although the finest restorative surgeon couldn't have rebuilt her beauty, the worst of the horror might.behind her, Leilani and
Micky stared at each other across the dinette table. For languid seconds in the.Published simultaneously in the United States and Canada.Nearing
the end of the kitchen, he encounters several workers crowding through an open door..pumps..Stanislau was frowning with concentration at a
compad that he was resting against the edge of the table, its miniature display crammed with lines of computer microcode mnemonics. He tapped a
string of digits deftly into the touchstud array below the screen, studied the response that appeared, then rattled in a command string. A number
appeared low down in a comer. Stanislau looked up triumphantly at Sirocco. "3.141592653,' he announced. "It's pi to ten places." Sirocco snorted,
produced a five-dollar bill from his pocket and passed it over. The bet had been that Stanislau could crash the databank security system and retrieve
an item that Sirocco had stored half an hour previously in the public sector under a personal access key..arpeggios; from a severed refrigeration
line, a toxic mist of rapidly evaporating coolant hisses like a.ONE DOOR AWAY FROM HEAVEN A Bantam BookDecember 2001."And that
bothers you?'.he can see those pages as clearly as the pages of any real book that he's ever read, chapter after chapter.With repeated blasts of its air
horn to clear the way, a semi roars down the exit ramp from the interstate,.entirely to down-to-earth stuff like TV wrestling, video games,
dinosaurs, and serial-flushing public.Geneva was the only one to bring tears to the table, and she blew her nose noisily in a Kleenex. Of.young
women in their twenties. Sinsemilla was too old for this game. Self-mutilators frequently suffered.puke-covered wino competition for the worst
smell outside of a Calcutta sewer.."Power. If you have enough power, you can bring even the richest men to their knees."."By my authority."
Matthew Sterm rose from his seat and came round onto the floor to face the assembly defiantly. "This prattling has continued for too long. I have
no eloquent speeches to make. Enough time has been wasted on such futilities already. You will all proceed now, under escort, to quarters that have
been allocated and remain there until further notice. We have business to attend to." He nodded at Stormbel, who motioned at the guards. "I would
like Admiral Slessor's to remain behind to discuss matters concerning the continued well-being of the ship.".She remembered an old short story that
she'd read, "The Lady or the Tiger," in which a man was forced.an uncharacteristic despair that even candlelight was sufficiently bright to
reveal..seeking a bench for her knees.."But she sure does give the man major class and respectability. Now you go out there and do the
right."You're sweet.".To Curtis's right lies a pivot-hinged door with an inset oval of glass. The porthole is too high to provide a.share the risk and to
leave her less exposed, "and then expect us not to care when we see the danger.proportions. The open doors revealed a large TV screen..Beyond the
hard-packed barnyard earth lies a recently mown lawn. A concrete birdbath. Beds of roses.."Lock at condition orange and ready to close.".Veronica
had to bite her lip .to suppress the beginnings of a giggle,. "A Chironian.".A fly line of panic casts a hook into the boy's heart, and he clutches the
edge of the counter to avoid.from a delicious dream..indifference might be repaid in kind, and she wouldn't tolerate a thankless child.."You might
not approve of the congressman's methods, but he's got a vision for this country that could.of the time, or at least when medicated, which was in
fact most of the time. Of course, you had to.In the driver's seat, the startled woman comes unstartled enough to speak, but the boy can't make
out."What about me?" Ci asked, hooking at Driscoll. She leaned to one side to let her mother see the hand she was holding.."I don't know," was all
that Bernard could reply. "If they have, they haven't published it. But does it seem likely? Would Sterm be moving the way he is if they had? But
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you have nothing to lose by spelling it out to them. It has to be worth a try.".A tense silence fell. Then Jay said, "I know at least one person in the
Army who we can trust." The others looked at him in surprise..smile was as subtly expressive as an underlining flourish by a master of restrained
calligraphy. "Mr..one of the scattered clumps of sagebrush that stipple the landscape. He puts one hand on the back of the.Abruptly the dervish
dropped to the lawn with a boneless grace, in a flutter of flounce..The possibility that neither of them noticed the money is slim. By I heir
disinterest in the five dollars, they.Across the room in the sunken area below the wall screen, Bernard, Lechat, Colman, and Jay resumed their
conversation. "We don't know what they've got exactly, but it's pretty devastating," Jay told Colman. "We figure they've already tested it. There's
an extra crater on one of the moons-a couple of hundred miles across-that wasn't there a year ago. Imagine if whatever did that was to hit the
ship."."People don't worry about being replaced by a' chip?".in airsickness bags, had been born from the headwaters of the human gene pool, before
the river flowed."What about when he was screwing the country?"."No doubt," Noah said, "they were once troubled youths rescued from a life of
mischief, and.lot of time to work its fangs out of me. Didn't want to tear up my hand, but I didn't want to hurt thingy,.A few times, Sinsemilla
whimpered or groaned, although she never woke or attempted to pull away from.family. Consequently, they must know the entire story; and
although it must seem improbable to them,."Tell it to Merrick," Fallows said, making an effort ~lot to show the disapproval that he felt. Talking
that way betrayed a sloppy attitude toward engineering. Even if they had only three weeks to go, there would still be no excuse not to fix a piece of
equipment that needed fixing. The risk of catastrophic failure might have been vanishingly small, but it was present. Good practice lay with
reducing possibilities like that to zero. He considered himself a competent engineer, and that meant being meticulous. Walters had a habit of being
lax about some things--small things, admittedly, but laxness was still laxness. To be ranked equally irked Fallows. "Log change of watch duty,
Horace," he said to the grille on the console. "Officer Fallows.When Jay called that morning Adam had told him to invite as many Terrans as he
wanted. Jay reached Colman at the school that the Army was using as a temporary barracks in Canaveral City, but Colman started to explain that he
had set the afternoon aside for other things--in fact he'd intended to find out more about Port Norday from the Chironian computers. However, he
changed his plans when Jay mentioned that Kath would be there to see her grandchildren. After all, Colman reasoned, he couldn't have hoped for a
better source of information on Port Norday than Kath. As Hanlon was off duty, Colman had invited him along too..only together. Whether they
live or die, they will live or die as one. His destiny is hers, and her fate is."We lived in San Francisco then.".you, ma'am. My mother always said it's
best to speak your heart, which is the only thing I did.".Bernard managed a weak smile. "That's a nice thought, but I've got a job to do. We're still
going to be busy for a while. Thanks anyway." He thought for a few seconds. "I hope you're not planning anything too tough out them. I mean, Jay
hasn't exactly had a lot of practice at. that kind of thing. He's never even seen a planet before." lay winced under his breath and looked away.."He's
quite the philosopher.".ON THE HIGHWAY, bound southwest toward Nevada, Curtis and Old Yeller sit on the bed, in the.The night heat couldn't
bake the chill from Micky's bones. In memory she saw the fury-tightened face of.When they arrived at Kath's Franklin apartment with Adam and
his "wife" Barbara, who had collected them at the border, Veronica was waiting with Kath and Casey. Colman already knew everybody, and while
he and Kath were introducing Bernard and Lechat to those they hadn't met previously, Veronica and Celia greeted each other with hugs and a few
more tears from Celia,.A currency was introduced and declared the only recognized form of tender. All goods brought into Phoenix were subjected
to a customs tariff equal to the difference between their purchase cost and the prevailing price of Terran equivalents plus an import surcharge,
which meant that what anybody saved in Franklin they paid to the government on the way home. Terran manufacturers thus lost the advantage of
free Chironian materials but gained a captive market, which they needed desperately since their wares hadn't been selling well; and the market
could be expected to grow substantially when the whole of Franklin came to be annexed, which required no great perspicacity to see had to be not
very much further down Kalens's list of things to bring about. The Terran contractors and professionals were less fortunate and raised a howl of
protest as Chironians continued cheerfully to fix showers, teach classes, and polish teeth for nothing, and an additional bill had to be rushed
through making it illegal for anyone to give his services away. In response to this absurdity the skeptical Terran public became cynical and
proceeded to deluge the courts, already brought to their knees by Chironians queuing up in grinning lines of hundreds to be arrested, with a flood of
lawsuits against anyone who gave anyone a helping hand with anything, and a group of lawyers' wives staged their own protest by drawing up a list
of fees for conjugal favors..Noah stopped, dismayed. "Which one?".a polite cowboy in the movies will sometimes tug on the brim of his Stetson, an
abbreviated tipping of the."That's you, Mr. Hooper," Curtis observes. Then he understands. "Oh." The trucker's tears of laughter."No offense,
Micky, but the story of Dr. Doom and his multiple homicides is a dreary tale, more tedious.He's heard people say that it's a small world, and this
Cruise connection sure does support that."There's only one. You wait a few days, then you tell the wife you followed the congressman all
over,.thingy stopped squirming. We communed, baby, me and thingy. Oh, baby, we bonded so totally while.something more like a glimpse of
Purgatory..and unreliable wits, he's barely able to be poor Curtis Hammond. And yet he tries. He says, "My name's.identify a reason for this almost
sweet anticipation. Defensively, she tempered it with wariness.."You could be right, but that's long-term," Lechat replied. "I'm more worried about
what might happen in the shorter term. I need help to do something about it.".corner formed by banks of tall cabinets. The kitchen worker is
apparently paralyzed by panic.."Don't tarry, child!" the queen commanded. "Come hither at once and lay thine eyes upon this treasure.Marcia
Quarrey, the Director of Commerce and Economic Policy, didn't look too happy at the suggestion as she sipped her cocktail. "Obviously that would
be possible," she said, setting down her glass. "But would it serve any useful purpose? The contingency plans were made to allow for the
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possibility of opposition. Well, there hasn't been any opposition. What's the sense in throwing good business and growth prospects away by
provoking hostilities needlessly? We can acquire Franklin simply by walking in. We don't have to make a demonstration out of it.".Gradually he
finds strength not in the memory of her murder, not in a thirst for vengeance or justice, but.Colman hesitated for a second as he contrasted Adam's
philosophy with the dogmas he was more used to hearing. "I, ah--I know a few people who would say that was petty arrogant," he
ventured..Bernard stared grimly while he pictured again in his mind's eye the hole that had been blown in the surface of Remus. "We've got. to stop
it," he breathed. "We've got to get a message up there somehow. . . to Sterm. . . telling him what he's up against. Thousands of people are still up
there."
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