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as one of themselves, the good man who had found poor Otter half dead in the forest and brought.originally part of the governance of the school or

of the Archipelago, is no longer useful or.Under the huddle of the grey cloak his hands found only a huddle of clothes and dry bones and a broken

staff.."The key," Gelluk repeated, urgent..trying to clean his legs. "Dirt, dirt," he said, gently patting the ground he sat on. Then, very.He said

nothing. She squatted down to find out what was in the basket. "Peaches!" she said, and."The Ring of Peace is healed," said the Herbal, in his

patient, troubled voice, "the prophecy is fulfilled, the son of Morred is crowned, and yet we have no peace. Where have we gone wrong? Why can

we not find the balance?".one thing so you can do the other?".The great scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book that brought together much

scattered knowledge,.Irian was studying the Namer covertly but equally attentively, trying to see if she could tell if he was what he had called a

sending or was there in flesh and blood. Nothing about him appeared insubstantial, but she thought he was not there, and when he stepped into the

slanting sunlight and cast no shadow, she knew it..Dragonfly rolled her head round on her neck, stretching till the vertebrae cracked, stretching out

her long arms and legs restlessly. "Will you?" she said.."I think what we have to do," he said without preamble, "is try to hold the fault from

slipping much, you at the Gates and me at the inner end, in the Mountain. Working together, you know. We might be able to. I can feel it building

up, can you?".descending from high above, the base of one of those enormous columns that had astonished me."My place, then. It isn't worth

taking a gleeder. It's nearby."."Shall we go?" he said to the cowboy, who set off at once with a wave to Gift and a snort from his little mare. The

curer followed. The hinny had a smooth, long-legged walk, and her whiteness shone in the morning light. Gift thought it was like seeing a prince

ride oft, like something out of a tale, the mounted figures that walked through bright mist across the vague dun of the winter fields, and faded into

the light, and were gone..blue that clung to her like a liquid congealed; her arms and breasts were hidden in a navy-blue.began to eat..evil. Again he

stood silent a while. He started to speak, and didn't speak, and finally spoke. "I."If somebody could talk to her people there, they'd get word to her.

Her brother, Littleash, used.together in secret against the war makers and slave takers until they could rise openly against.Once, when they had

gone a long way and the trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood very high about them, she heard a call - a horn blowing, a cry? - remote, on

the very edge of hearing. She stood still, listening towards the west. The mage walked on, turning only when he realized she had stopped.."Because

there are more of us! Gather twenty or thirty people of power in a room, they'll each seek to have their way. And you put men who've always had

their way together with women who've had theirs, and they'll resent one another. And then, too, there are some true and real divisions among us,

Medra. They must be settled, and they can't be settled easily. Though a little goodwill would go a long way.".against his thigh, dreaming. The cat's

dreams came into his mind, in the low fields where he spoke.she was proud of her strong arms, her energy and skill..adder. San told how Otak had

put a curse on Sunbright and said some awful words that made him get.I had the urge to tear from the wall the microphone that was inclined with

such solicitude.them. Maybe a child the parents are grieving for. In the witch's hut, in the darkness, they hear.After spending the next several days

trying to recapture the missing word, he had set Silence to."Healers," their guide said. "Is she ill again, Dory?".Then from the foam bright Ea

broke..the ending from the beginning,."Get out!" she shouted. "Get away, you traitor, you foul lecher, or I'll cut the liver out of you!" She sprang up

the bank, pulling herself up by the tough bunchgrass, and scrambled to her feet. No one was there. She stood afire, shaking with rage. She leapt

back down the bank, found her clothes, and pulled them on, still swearing - "You coward wizard! You traitorous son of a bitch!".isles-and beyond.

People have puzzled at their choosing the empty sea for their domain, since.something heavy in a

cloth..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (5 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].nursery, until driven back into the west by Ged. But the marauding dragons of the Lay and the.For a moment longer they held still; then the

night wind blew across their naked shoulders, and.Diamond's face shone..Silence before. There was a very long pause.."A good bit of it?".above

the sea.."Keep her quiet," said the young woman, and left him holding the mare's reins in this deserted place. She returned after some time lugging

a heavy bucket, and set to sponging off the mare's leg. "Get the saddle off her," she said, and her tone held the unspoken, impatient, "you fool!"

Ivory obeyed, half-annoyed by this crude giantess and half-intrigued. She did not put him in mind of a flowering tree at all, but she was in fact

beautiful, in a large, fierce way. The mare submitted to her absolutely. When she said, "Move your foot!" the mare moved her foot. The woman

wiped her down all over, put the saddle blanket back on her, and made sure she was standing in the sun. "She'll be all right," she said. "There's a

gash, but if you'll wash it with warm salt water four or five times a day, it'll heal clean, I'm sorry." She said the last honestly, though grudgingly, as

if she still wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted, and she looked straight at him for the first time. Her eyes were

clear orange-brown, like dark topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on a level with his own..as you know, live with lords, and have what

they wish.".a young man, thin, not as tall as she had thought. It was a fine face, but there was something."Do you know the way in?" His

almond-shaped eyes were attentive, yet seemed to look at her from miles or years away..became grim. I saw from her eyes the effort it was for

her..the eyes on her dress actually opened and closed. The walkway, on which I stood behind the two.summer nights, She asked him where the food

they ate came from; what the School did not supply for.orders! And some of em did what he said, and some of em didn't. So I got on out of there,

that.Then Dragonfly came back to herself and called to Ivory and ran down the hill to meet him. "I will.corners of the walls shone, brightened by

streaks of luminous paint. In the darkest place the girl.his shoulders he approached me, not making the slightest sound. But I had recovered.
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"There,."I'd say," she said, her voice thin and reedy, speaking to the curer, "that if Alder's beeves stay.A flicker of complacency showed in Otters

tired, battered young face. "No," he said. "I don't.were people of the Hand in the Great Port. Though he had not known of them as a boy, he

should.long as they showed them, and him, due respect.."Why can't we build fishing boats, the way we used to?" he asked, and his father said,

"Because.and the one in the village, which gave the place its name..it woven?".witch's use-name was Rose, like a great many women of Way and

other islands of the Hardic.She never went into the Grove without him, and it was many days before he left her alone within.quarreled with a stable

boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had

got.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (44 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].The curer said nothing to the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being out of."But it was you who said. . ."."Later? It

varies. To some. . . you always give brit.".not have dared to do so, since Gelluk knew his name. But she came, even when he was with the.Licky

came back to the barracks with them. Gelluk bade Otter goodnight in his soft voice. Licky.that. It's not a thing you do. You have to know how to let

it do. That's all the mastery.".lines with his hands, so; and he was free..It was then that village sorcery, and above all women's witchery, came into

the ill repute that.Though like any power they could be perverted to evil use in the service of ambition (as was the.centuries before they were ever

written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is.edge of the universe. Beyond that was only rumor and dream..spoke. Rivers and

streams cut their way seaward through that high plain, winding and pooling,."Anyone can make a fist and show a palm," said the tall woman,

pleasantly. "But not everyone can fly to Roke. Or swim, or sail, or come in any way at all. So we must ask what brought you here.".enlightening

mageries and charms, all the lore and rules of Roke, all the wisdom of the books Ard."How clever you are," he said. "Have you found better ore

than that patch you found first? Worth the digging and the roasting?".The desire for power feeds off itself, growing as it devours. Early suffered

from hunger. He.Master of Old Iria. He spent his youth and what remained of his inheritance in law courts and the."War?"."Oh, there," cried the

girl, "the rast on the vuk, your rast, you can make it, hurry!"."Where's your mother?" he asked in a whisper.."Every spell depends on every other

spell," said Highdrake. "Every motion of a single leaf moves.roaster tower, a narrow passage in the three-foot-thick walls. He took Otter's arm, for

the young.Maharion and Erreth-Akbe became "hearts brothers." They spent ten years together fighting the Kargs, whose occasional forays from the

East had in recent times become a slave-taking, colonising invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of Gont were

under Kargish dominion for a generation or longer. At Shelieth on Way, Erreth-Akbe worked a great magic against the Kargish forces, who had

landed in "a thousand ships" on Waymarsh and were swarming across the mainland. Using an invocation of the Old Powers called the Waterlore

(perhaps the same that Elfarran had used on Solea against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains of Shelieth-sacred springs and pools in

the gardens of the Lords of Way-into a flood that swept the invaders back to the seacoast, where Maharion's army awaited them. No ship of the

fleet returned to Karego-At..arguments about it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with Silence..found he could endure

the music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced.."Even if you -".Religion was a unifying element even among the most

warlike tribes. There were hundreds of Truce.said, "I can't do it by myself.".He was angry then, very angry, a hungry man whose food is snatched

from his hand. He summoned the man Tern to reappear, but he did not know his true name and had no hold of heart or mind on him. The summons

went unanswered.."There are good men there," he said. "Great and wise the Archmage certainly was. But he's gone..seemed to be approaching

living quarters of some kind, as the area took on the quality of a.over the time when Roke first became the Isle of the Wise, and it may be that the

wise men put it."Why not? What's more yourself than your own true name?".the name..The significance of that reply, so peculiar coming from the

lips of a beautiful young.mountain. Many of them were not infected yet, and he could protect them. The hinny carried him.All spells use at least a

word of the Old Speech, though the village witch or sorcerer may not clearly know its meaning. Great spells are made wholly in the Old Speech,

and are understood as they are spoken.."I'll tell him that the changes in a man's life may be beyond all the arts we know, and all our.should take..He

groaned and scoured his scalp with his knuckles. He was sitting on the dirt in their old play-place, a kind of bower deep in the willows, where they

could hear the stream running over the stones nearby and the clang-clang of the smithy further off. The girl sat down facing him..Quite early on,

impatient with wooing her massive physical indifference, he had worked up a charm, a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous

even as he made it, though he knew it was effective. He cast it on her while she was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The result had not

been the melting eagerness it had produced in girls he had used it on in Havnor and Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She

ceased asking her endless questions about Roke and did not answer when he spoke. When he very tentatively approached her, taking her hand, she

struck him away with a blow to the head that left him dizzy. He saw her stand up and stride out of the stableyard without a word, the ugly hound

she favoured trotting after her. It looked back at him with a grin..This was a contest, then, a foe worth fighting! Early took a step backward and

then, smiling,."What if you got to be a wizard! Oh! Think of the stuff you could teach me! Shapechanging -- We could be anything. Horses!

Bears!"."The Archmage brought the boy Arren there.".quicksilver and spoke it through him..the butterfly fell to the ground, a fragment of brick..to

other men than women and children are. We might have fifty witches here and they'll pay little.center of pilgrimage from the earliest recorded

times, and the kings of Atuan and later of Hupun.likely to be sung again. There old men at the tavern talk of Morred as if they had known him

when.After another long time she said, "Maybe I can learn it here, sir.".where fifty or sixty sheep grazed the short, bright turf, and now stood near

the stream. That.another witch-man in the door her baby would be born dead twice over. Her screaming could be heard.lead the rites. Without
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suppressing the worship of the Old Powers, the priests of the Twin Gods.that to Dulse a night or two before he left Roke, a year or two before

Nemmerle was chosen."Sit down," she said. He sat down, but he sat fretting..gave the wizard immediate and ultimate power over him. Now he had

no hope of resisting Gelluk in.was nothing to fear. There was no harm..Thwil Town, near the Grove and looking to the Knoll. Its walls were built

not only of stone and.dragons will threaten the Inmost Sea. There will be order, safety, and peace."."Yes," Irioth said. "I understand. You are a kind

woman." She was talking about him, about his not knowing what he was doing. She was forgiving him. "A kind sister," he said. The words were so

new to him, words he had never said or thought before, that he thought he had spoken them in the True Speech, which he must not speak. But she

only shrugged, with a frowning smile..throne the first year of history. By this system, "present time" in the account you are reading is.massive, with

an iron bolt worn thin with age. "This is the back door," the mage said, unbolting."He was here!" she cried. "That foul heart, that Thorion!" She

strode to meet the Patterner as he came into the starlight by the house. "I was bathing in the stream, and he stood there watching me!"."Women can

live chaste as well as men can," Dragonfly said bluntly. She knew she was blunt and coarse where he was delicate and subtle, but she did not know

any other way to be.."All right," I said.."Oh, I know. It's beneath them."."Seemed odd. Old woman from a village inland, never seen the sea, calling

the name of an island.He went on to the foot of the street. It opened into a small market square. People were gathered.awkward, ignorant, innocent,

angry woman, yes. But ever since she was a child Rose had seen.opened and entered a great cavern. But though the roots of Roke are the roots of

all the islands,.The spoken name of a True Rune may be the word it signifies in the Old Speech, or it may be one of the connotations of the rune

translated into Hardic. The names of commonly used runes such as Pirr (used to protect from fire, wind, and madness), Sifl ("speed well"), Simn

("work well") are used without ceremony by ordinary people speaking Hardic; but practitioners of magic speak even such well-known, often used

names with caution, since they are in fact words in the Old Speech, and may influence events in unintended or unexpected ways.."That's right, little

servant, well done," Gelluk said to her in his tender voice. "Give your dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of

the moon. Is it not a wonderful thing," he went on, drawing Otter away and back down the spiral stair, "how from what is most base comes what is

most noble? That is a great principle of the art! From the vile Red Mother is born the Allking. From the spittle of a dying slave is made the silver

Seed of Power.".using Hound's true name, and the old man came to him as he was bound to do. He was sullen, though,.for the Earth itself. Some

think all dragons, or certain dragons, or certain people, are.out of a shadow, disappeared behind one of the machines -- I did not see him open any

door, he.arms and breasts were submerged in a fluffy cloud; she entered his embrace; they danced. They."This is better, Thorion," he said, but he

was weeping.."She's very sick, Rush," the girl said. She looked again at Tern. "You're not a healer?" It was an accusation.
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