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?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather
bemoan my case and help me to my will..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket,
wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn
possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her
sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.'
'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.'I was
aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my
middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman
pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from
God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said
in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in
asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand
over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go
in peace."'.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness
dccccvii.The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them
and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited
him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".93. The Ignorant
Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken
day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of
the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..Then she gave
out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated
the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before
him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so
they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of
those who had foregone him of the kings..Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city
of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of
sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse,
there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight
Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry;
her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned
horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49)
tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like
unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the
world should I forget the love of thee?.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all
creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..Presently, she heard
a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and
bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take
refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon
thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and
reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the
head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not
present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire
of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and
return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,'
rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful
eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt
bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I
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may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she
took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks she darts above her veil; They hit and never miss the
mark, though from afar they fare..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it
be..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the
vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that
one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and
chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of
dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now
there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon
him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he
sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and
the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back,
went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted
her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he
answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had
foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and
sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when
the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and
clapped a tarboush on his head..? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive
air..77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.137. Otbeh and Reyya
dclxxx.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me
privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a
place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question
and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with
them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed
them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised
me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..As they abode
thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O
King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth
they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us,
we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab
(68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of
the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is
it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father
and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek."
(93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of
wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..Presently, as they stood by the
mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with
stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded;
after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was
therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and
bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them
not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the
pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him
[and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the
chase and to the stopping of the way..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop
and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he
could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150)
and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a third headsman..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun
made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the
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Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be
[appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into
perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the
youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all
three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..Then she went
up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and
said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and
gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and
abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper
garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are
forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself,
wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us,
whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do
thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit,
"Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They
straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and
found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and
sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of
life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law
to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out
a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..? ? ? ? ? From
mine own land, to visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I
do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say..After three days, the old woman came to him and
bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the
prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second
time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered."
"Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed.
So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that
which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them
and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you
last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the
Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to
the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while,
but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at
you and left you and went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that
the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then,
the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and
not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.When
the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and
wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to
him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El
Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself
escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?'
'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..? ? ? ? ? d. The
Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas
bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and
obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.When I awoke
and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of
Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I
knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to
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my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the
merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.'
'What was their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So
he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O
loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to
him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay
thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do
in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of
whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of
me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being
weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of
such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to
her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for
one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan
Night ccxlix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it
with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the
day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So
the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced
him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation.
Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty
returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..After this the king sat,
with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the
viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and
the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are
straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of
grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there
had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth
he who ensueth haste repent.".Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and
magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities
and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires,
that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any
passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and
on this wise they abode days and months..The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in
the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all
that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or
camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea.
Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the
king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by
his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found
them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So
he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left,
but found not the place where they were..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163)."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return
the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou
dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy
lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the following verses:.Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..The Nineteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ?
? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i.
210..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows.
When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore
and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and
conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed
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him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..It is said that,
when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to
resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah,
(43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered
Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter,
albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered,
saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein
(46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him
with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then
repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and
summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.So saying,
he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which
had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the
king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days!
Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the
Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and
valour shineth from between his eyes.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.And the king bade him depart to his own house..39. Abou
Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king,"
answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it
hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves
therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then
Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled
be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..Then he sprang
up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort
with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would
never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a
stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would
never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt
find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my
charms might have sight..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.Three men
once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders
and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we
may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his
fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and
slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against
them..? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in
the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he
might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come
thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before
him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with
me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that
he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to
remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder
unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene,
estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.The king gave him money and men and troops galore and
Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not,
'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture.
His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side,
saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to
Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and
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sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and
his home..When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from
yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we
do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to
place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried
out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none
succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts
of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..? ?
? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..? ? ?
? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To
please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and
quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him,
as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes
told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I
cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for
her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on
condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.'
So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him,
wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175)."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the
Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is
Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he
who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears
denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was
Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that
he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By
Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so
they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in
talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste
is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life,
thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king,
"And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for
thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the
king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway.
When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour
more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command
it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain
we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison
him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..When it was the tenth day, (now this day was
called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him
and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand
of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to
him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been
bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast
prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening
and obedience.".68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.The kings and all those who were
present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but
little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the
Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took
her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and
other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke
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forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206).? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her
sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).Then said
he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the
slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto
him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew
him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had
caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy
guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".? ? ? ? ? Like the
full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..The folk marvelled at this story with the
utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me
the following story]..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.When Hafizeh had
made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the
daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience,"
answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.Still do I yearn, whilst
passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of
things, but those which the people deny?.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all
forspent and dead!.When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked
out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the
Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of
the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I
swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay
myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship
and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night
darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night
bewailing his wife and children..The Fifth Day.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..Love to its victim clings without relent, and
he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom
belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and
lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and
seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I
desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought
out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from
[visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and
discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an
absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow
and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing
hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer
him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he
may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl
returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and
worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto
thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his
chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest
redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the
wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..Solomon, David and, i. 275..When three nights had passed over her
with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making
choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good
breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after
him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to
make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves
to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting]
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the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed
herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..? ? ? ? ? Him
with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.When the princess heard this her
slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee
of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of
His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I
deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and
bury us both in one grave.".Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink
of wine and ditties still to hear?.? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to
delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following
verses on the moss-rose:.When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of
my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow
money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and
restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with
lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and
my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are
safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured
themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..Presently, the mother of the
two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine?
Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were
drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the
eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I
am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech,
he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine
own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said,
'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but
found them not..Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a
lion of great might..92. The Foolish Schoolmaster cccciii.As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night,"
four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42),
Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only,
(222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have,
therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42)
and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a
fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband
dcccxcviii.When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble
from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the
land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid
star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and
eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we
are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute
and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can
make it whole?.Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and
kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure
unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the
king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which
behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the
measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief
officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take
thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and
decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves
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with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten.
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