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Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a
fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..Now
the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he
sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter,
the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in
thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou
sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little
son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered
and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain
would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms
and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste,
or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince
heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the
saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear
at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed
them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still
unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.The Ninth Night of the Month..The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to
his dwelling..? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How
shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and
more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him,
"What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and
none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last,
and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him
to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang
out across the air,.Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her
secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village
Damsel ccclxxxix.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of
honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry
behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all
dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the
slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and
royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..Then she took leave of the
princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the
thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the
noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young
Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?
Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading
her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with
the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers
dcccclxxxiv.THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought
and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with
that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.'
So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..At
this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee
thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek;
whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and
that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.'
Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned
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with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her
her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the
sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,'
answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly;
whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk
assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the
assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments
and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries
and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was
Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following
verses:.Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.'This is idle talk,'
answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee
and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy
secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication
to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O
dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot
xiv.Then said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify
him upon the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of
the thieves, who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds
gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the
thieves pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to
kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and I reared him
and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and
went their way. From that day to this I have gone round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is
he.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against
Persistent Ill, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him,
carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?'
Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and
that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would
buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The
cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and
carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood,
and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away
to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look
round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said,
"Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not
his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee
with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness
hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote
the following verses:.Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? How long did the
heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.45. Ali Shir (230)
and Zumurrud dlxix.Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..Then he turned to a damsel of
the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be
indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said
to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave,
said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed
his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It
sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted
from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for
laughter..? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without
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relent..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber
and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.One day, another of my friends came to me
and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.'
However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in
the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first
of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence
of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when
we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power
and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine,
when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him
with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast
nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned
to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely.
So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it
up..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..So the wicked man
attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance,
and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late]
skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man
before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the
wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified
Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from
him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I
fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and
setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he
returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to
him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found
the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he
accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O
king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my
sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now
we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when
she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers
neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I
obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in
three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to
other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.So she
opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay
with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came
home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place
disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink
with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the
singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth
and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow
in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift
Dust dcccclxxxvi..Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs
and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three
days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of
emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself
by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return
to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a
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present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I
hear and obey.'.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe
thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.All this while, Selim
lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles
waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much
suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a
jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the
old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he
recovered from his malady..165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..Weaver who
became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..There
was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he
consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all
manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of
instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what
not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he
had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble
them; but found none of them in his house..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that
dwell in city or in tent..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning
a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its
worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it,
poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water
and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and
[hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth
Officer's Story dccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ?
? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst
espy..So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take
them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of
their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they
stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling
and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till
the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept
and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following
verses:.40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed
with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..The Vicar
of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en
Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the Commander of the
Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing
and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade her play upon the
lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..Mariyeh, El
Abbas and, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..When
it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? d.
The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own
house..Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the
following verses:.The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to
the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly
return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of
the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77)
with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas
the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of
the Arabs.".Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he
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entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom,
with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his
wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all
the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and
largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did
him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.? ? ? ? ? By God,
forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage
of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to
him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but
tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to
come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly,
on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and
a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding
fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open
not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am
affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy
door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and
made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed
of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage
of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the
king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to
contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his
presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and
let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is
well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and
abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.So, when the
night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city,
till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I
said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane,
came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she
espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be
in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy
house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price].
By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave
her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves,
to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her
standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it
is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of
Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es
Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find
one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with
her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and
proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of
jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for
this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents?
Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and
invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and
people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy
load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the
other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other
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two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I
shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?'
asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight
to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes
it lean..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested
with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he
purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had
wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and
drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen
of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for
certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out
and kept his eye on the Jew..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded,
to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon
him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch
and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this
talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they;
and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is
wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the
matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was
written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain
affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith
the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant,
'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried
out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou
art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls
cclxxi.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto
thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the
following story. Quoth he,.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come
but once a year, and but a little stay..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got
him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly,
whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad
among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and
the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give
him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand
dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a
day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk
[who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of
that which passed between them..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I
bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the
biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she
willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to
her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to
her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer
arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I,"
and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I
will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".When the Khalif heard this, her speech
pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book
and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion,
such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.Then she arose
and returned to her chamber..Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out;
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whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and
his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place
of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done
this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and
buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.There came
one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel
great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of
the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and]
showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of
him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her
absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had
taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant
said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered
the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy
aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned
in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the
bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he
arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his
clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with
discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost
wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of
this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God
overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly
admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this
and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who
sleepeth not!.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How
many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that
of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into
song and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I
except a drowsy fair. (137).Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand
dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what
deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the
other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter
and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy
saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old
horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a
young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his
robustness.'.As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for
the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not
themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and
questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had
locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade
break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and
we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..? ? ? ? ?
When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.When she had made an end of her verses,
the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto
four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Meanwhile, King Azadbekht
and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented
themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave
him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his
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own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat
down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the
mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..Presently, the vizier entered and the
king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to
him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O
king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not
the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life.
What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king!
Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".Here they halted
and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he
said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may
make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the
holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with
you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one
carrying his son and that his brother..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after
which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the
folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred
over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart,
whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot
and the Sharper dccccv.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.20.
Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is
therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not
yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful
had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors
in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which
accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures
and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the
number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..? ? ? ? ? How many a
mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix
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