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Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take
it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they
said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this,
he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its
straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I
may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it
there..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and marvelled at
the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O Tuhfet es
Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed, together
with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with him, after
her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a handsome
door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden, delight
moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to him and
to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.?Story of Prince Bihzad..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me
have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will
tell of my case, And my body, for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and
night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with
mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining
and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh
Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and
among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his
arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for
this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the
pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.? ? ? ?
? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for
love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's
Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.?Story of
the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and
made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and
sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army
returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this
vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of
learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah,
then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment
and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came
out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in
God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who
had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had
befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest
thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He
[alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and
repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their
intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and
gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the
shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but
[trusting] in His aid.'.The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So
he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he
repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and
traditions-of-the-crows.pdf
Page 1/10

Traditions Of The Crows

went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate,
he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..Then they displayed
Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and
indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put
her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in
her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as
I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace,
where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is
he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing
that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without
leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth
fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".Galen heard that
which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the
physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with
me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he
looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their
ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto
Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..When Sindbad the Sailor had made
an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in the world
heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or undergone
that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone of travail
and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils
and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put away from thee
[the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days in pleasance until
the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis
dclxxxviii.Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and
emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii.
28..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.Therewithal Queen Es
Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth
Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.When the
damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself,
when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed
with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the
Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She
answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all
away..158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered,
saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as
he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment
concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade
set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to
him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee,
thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us
adieu..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky,
unflecked with white;.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.When they
knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's
[good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew
that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell
that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a
semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by
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his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might
and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the
affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the
days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he
wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided
him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which
he suffered and he banished him and put him away..THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I
o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness
and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about
in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third
day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow,
when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a
window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went
up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou
depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a
deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain
of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by
token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall
betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in
mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..She laughed and answered, 'O
my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I
was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and
used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and
taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell
to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the
lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed
it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of
the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)
vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou
healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit
of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in
the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.58. The King's Daughter
and the Ape ccclv.Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while
the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be
His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the
grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain
viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art
become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day
of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison].
What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over
them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his
mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him,
send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.4. The Three
Apples xix.97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted
of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this
disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I
will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her
with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of
her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife
and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God
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[alone] is All-Knowing..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for
me, i. 47.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.121. The
Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his
clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this
iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of
the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall
owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on
with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of
affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round
about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him
they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the
morning, he abode his day in his house..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor
henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother
cliv.Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed,
nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market],
with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the
shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the
value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he
found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who
was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired
of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no
tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents
and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of
Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in
his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall
perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to
that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his
left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain
therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets
and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes
and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose
name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the
following verses:.When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king
returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So
they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he
commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..After that, there appeared a queen, never
saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown
set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right
and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not
over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her,
standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that
my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and
said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the
king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It
behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved
him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of
heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and
I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the
tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124)
So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy
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breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This
that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had
created nought else whereat to jeer?".? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..On the morrow
they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the
day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant
stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy
amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so
wonder-clear..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his
like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and
kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup
thrice, recited the following verses:.The Twenty-First Night of the Month..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..When she had made an
end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then
she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried
behind..? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..When King Shah Bekht
heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.When the morning
morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains
and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and
bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had
betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to
take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst
excite, iii. 113.? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame
(216) in hue..Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he
had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he
redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by
night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and
avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole
therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he
confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the
people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither,
coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a
thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk
interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..Then he arose and going in to his daughter,
found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and
my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that
Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is
accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How
deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered,
saying, "Thine be it to decide.".When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and
the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had
healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had
delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought
deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer,
"he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a
period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".35. The Lover who
feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a
heart among the amorous race.".56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set
apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated
himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst
them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment.
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The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said,
'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.When three nights
had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in
the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and
witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with
the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience
counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and
betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole
desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head,
whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the
utmost joy..? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug
in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the
mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him
down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker
let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his
beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of
the pit and went away..76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert
ccccxxxiv.So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten
a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the
physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the
names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?'
Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit
me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou
wilt.'.When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned
back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in
the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he
gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God]
were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High,
dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of
women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the
tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the
morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he
knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came
to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse.
Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a
horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for
her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was
affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof
were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst
anticipate!."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to
righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the
door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons
fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his
house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went
his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place
where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the
first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took
his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the
daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..The old man laughed at her
speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she,
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"What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is
called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found
and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew,
said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument
for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a
lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might
hear the singing..Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of
honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry
behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all
dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the
slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and
royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who
parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all,
through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture
dcccxciv.Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded
that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the
mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house,
where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of
wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his
apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and
he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and
none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a
deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and
spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of
the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode
three days, she and I and the dog..Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so
he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God
alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.When his brother saw him on this
wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth
a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he
was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black
slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen;
and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder
and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse.
He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.'
Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite
thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be
patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy
wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her,
and setting her behind him, went his way..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan
dcccclix.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou
art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a
part] of religion;" and the understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy
fashions pleaseth me and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then
said the cook, 'Know, O my son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine
thereon, this is harmful unto him and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is
well;] but, if not, look thou procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou
direct me where it is sold?' And the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?' asked the young man; and
the cook sprang up and said, 'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon
he opened a door and entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to
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him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything
I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and
went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who
returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise,
they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a
cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave
me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to
do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of
King Sindbad and his Falcon v.When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story
which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso
hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that
it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company
and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that
which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten,
thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent
concerning them.".Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth
Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..Quoth the king,
'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with
him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud
behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed
their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a
wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered
of straitness and oppression..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I
If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camelloads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk,
how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to
him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and
grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued
the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest
repentance betide thee and sore concern.".Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all,
i. 48..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv
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