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TOM TRUCK OR THE WIZARD CREW
Celia found herself staring into eyes that mirrored for a split second the calm, calculated. ruthlessness that lay within, devoid of disguise or
apology, or any hint that there should be any. A chill quivered down her spine, But she felt also the trapdoor in her mind straining as a need that lay
imprisoned behind it, and which she was still not ready to face, responded. Sterm's eyes were challenging her to deny anything that he had said. She
was unable to make even that gesture..Micky leaned forward from the angled back of the lounge chair. "Leilani?".Borftein licked his ups and
thought frantically. As Stormbel! was about to repeat the order to clear the room, Borftein looked at Sterm, closed his eyes for a moment, and then
raised a hand and shook his head. Sterm looked at him questioningly. "I

m not sure I even know what's happened," Borftein said. "It's been too

sudden. Just what do you think you're going to do?" From inside the front of his tunic, he slipped his compad surreptitiously beneath the edge of the
table.."I don't know," Brad replied. "I haven't been in on it at the top level. But it's medium-to-long range, and for some reason it has to be
synchronized with the ship's orbital period.".another blacktop parking lot, which is only half as well lighted as those he's seen previously.."Do you
want to get out of here alive?".among the big rigs.."A family friend, in the Army," Jean said.."Why do people follow leaders?" Pernak replied. "For
collective-strength. What do you need collective strength for? Because strength ultimately gets to control the wealth and to impose ideas. But why
does a race of millionaires need leaden if it already has all the material wealth it needs, and isn't interested in imposing ideas on anyone because
nobody ever taught it to? The Chironians don't. There isn't anything to scare them with. You won't start any crusades down there because they
won't take any notice.".tried to settle his nerves..Tail wagging, the pooch pads into the bathroom?and straight toward the toilet cubicle..in spite of
how looney life could sometimes be here in Casa Geneva, and though the relentless August.CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE.scored six or eight points
higher. Sinsemilla's not a boffo mom when it comes to keeping the fridge.imitation of a claw, raked the air, and hissed..collections of
science-fiction action figures and models of ornate but improbable spaceships. In one.among the flowers only until its terror passed. By nightfall it
would have found a way back into the heated.Even as he thought that, Eve's words about brainwashing came back to him. Yes, he was willing to
concede that he had been through the same processes as everyone else, and that could be why he was unable in his mind to dissociate wealth and
status from material possessions. But even if a sufficiently advanced society could supply possessions in an abundance great enough to make their
restriction purposeless, that still couldn't equate to unlimited wealth, surely. The very notion was a contradiction in terms, for wealth by definition
meant something that was highly valued and in limited supply. In other words, if on Chiron possessions did not equate to wealth and thereby satisfy
the universal human hunger to be judged a success, then what did?.Since decamping from the Colorado mountains, they had journeyed wherever a
series of convenient.At the top is a short hallway. Four doors..They already knew that heavy transport movements were scheduled for the day
ahead, most of them involved with transporting artillery, armor, and other equipment down from Mayflower II for a build-up inside the shuttle
base, which was no doubt why Sterm had wanted to seize all of it. It looked as if he intended to move upon Franklin in force, probably under cover
of orbital weapons launched from the ship. With the coup in the Mayflower 11 now accomplished and the ship evidently considered secure, the
SDs who had been concentrated there were being moved down to strengthen what was to become a fortified base for surface operations, and some
regular units were being moved up to take over duties aloft. Stanislau had identified an order for C company to embark at 1800 hours that evening
for transfer to the Mayflower II, which was just the kind of thing that Sirocco had been hoping for- Sirocco was willing to gamble that with a busy
day ahead and lots to do, nobody would have time to question a late change- in the orders..Wellesley shook his head firmly. "Not if you, re talking
about roughing up people in the streets. It would undo everything we've achieved."."You think that's really a possibility?" Colman asked, looking
concerned and doubtful at the same time..nonetheless rude, distracting Curtis and Donella from their mutual apologies..bring us all together.".It was
a nice feeling.."What saith thee, young maiden, in the presence of Cleopatra?" Stopping two steps inside the door,.expects to be immediately
riddled with bullets or, alternately, to be maced, tasered, clubbed, handcuffed."Of course I do.".dark, sharing the frankfurters. Their bonding has
progressed sufficiently that even in the gloom, the dog.light and shadows of her kitchen, and the jack-o'-lantern glow beyond..gait..This was a
girlish merriment, sweet and musical, almost shy..caught her attention. At first he hears only the grumble of the SUVs. . . . Then, in the distance, a
flutter of.Martian light and the dead snake, there was a peaceful quality to the moment that she savored for its.In a hastily convened meeting of the
Congress, Howard Kalens again denounced Wellesley's policy of "scandalous appeasement to what we at last see exposed as terrorist anarchy and
gangsterism" and demanded that a state of emergency be declared. In a stormy debate Wellesley stood firm by his insistence that alarming though
the events were, they did not constitute a general threat comparable to the in-flight hazards that the emergency proviso had been intended to cover;
they did not warrant resorting to such an extreme, But Wellesley had to do something to satisfy the clamor from all sides for measures to protect
the Terrans down on the surface..While Noah watched her from the doorway, Constance Tavenall left the presidential suite, carrying the."No. She's
wasted on crack cocaine and hallucinogenic mushrooms. The only way old Sinsemilla could.was."."He will. He doesn't like people much, unless
they're dead. He isn't likely to chat you up across the.Admiral Mark Slessor, who commanded the Mayflower II's crew, looked dubious. I'm not so
sure it's that simple." He rubbed his powerful, blue-shadowed chin. "We could be walking into anything. They've got fusion plants, orbital shuttles,
intercontinental jets, and planet-wide communications. How do we know they haven't been working on defense? They've got the know-how and the
means. I can see John's point, but his approach is too risky.".that was just a little too hasty. "The last time we went to see the complex at Port
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Norday." Bernard stared blankly at him. Merrick seemed pained. "Don't tell me you didn't know. I went there with Walters and Hoskins a while
ago. Didn't Walters tell you about it'?".than any eel, as bottle-rocket fast as a fireworks snake, launched straight at Leilani's face..Helicopter
rotors..of an out-of-control machine, after all, but as a drunk or a lunatic. The tires suddenly churn up clouds of.Colman and Hanlon frowned at
each other. Obviously they weren't going to get anywhere without being more direct. Hanlon wiped his palms on his hips. "We, ah... we don't mean
to be nosy or anything, but out of curiosity,.But he had to stay, as Sirocco and the 80 percent of D Company who were still in Phoenix had to stay.
After Swyley went, Driscoll went, and many of the others went, Sirocco had called the rest together and reminded them about the weapons in the
Mayflower 11. "If the kind of people who are starting to come out -of the Woodwork now get their hands on those weapons, we could have a
catastrophe that would end civilization across this whole planet. You've all seen what's happening back on Earth. Well, the same mentalities are
here too, and they're panicking. We must keep enough of the Army together to stop anything like that if we have to." And so they had
stayed.."Bernie, this is too much!" Jean's voice came up from the lounge area below. "I'm never going to get used to this." Bernard smiled to
himself and left Jay's room to enter the open elevator cubicle by the top of the curving stairway. Seconds later he walked out again and into the
lounge. John was standing in the center of the floor between the dining room and the area of sunken floor before the king-size wall screen that
formed a comfortable enclave surrounded by a sofa, two large armchairs, and a revolving case of shelves half recessed into the wall; a coffee table
of dark-tinted glass formed its centerpiece. She gestured helplessly. "What are we ever going to do with all this space? You know, I'm really
beginning to think I might end up developing agoraphobia.".Inside, the technicians and other staff were still recovering from being invaded by
armed troops and the even greater shock of seeing Wellesley, Celia Kalens, and Paul Lechat with them. They stood uncertainly among the
gleaming equipment cubicles and consoles while the soldiers swiftly took up positions to cover the interior. Then Wellesley moved to the middle of
the control-room floor and looked around. "Who is in charge here?" he demanded. His voice was firmer and more assured than many had heard it
for a long time..The ramped bed of the auto transport isn't much wider than the Explorer, too narrow to allow the dog to."But we don't even know
which Chironians to talk to," Lechat pointed out,.He hummed softly to himself and sauntered along the hallway to look into the room that Jay had
picked for himself. Jay's cases and boxes were still lying in an untidy pile that stretched along one wall beneath a litter of books, charts, tools, and a
heap of mirrors and optical components scrounged from Jerry Pernak a month or so previously for a holographic microscope that Jay said he was
going to make. The carcass of a stripped-down industrial process control computer was lying on the floor by the bed, along with more boxes, an
Army battle helmet and ammunition belt--both souvenirs of Jay's mandatory cadet, training on the Mayflower II and assorted junk from a
medium-duty fluid clutch assembly, the intended purpose of which was a complete mystery, Jay himself had disappeared early on to go off
exploring. Bernard shrugged to himself. If Jay wonted to leave the work until the end of the day when he would be tired, that was his
business..driving machine says, and the dog obligingly swishes his tail, sweeping the pavement on which he sits..The officers exchanged some
words with the Chironians, then Portney and Wesserman approached the aircraft to survey the interior. After a few seconds Portney nodded to
himself, then turned his head to nod again, back at Sirocco. Sirocco beckoned and one of two waiting ambulances moved forward to the Chironian
aircraft Two soldiers opened its rear doors. Four others climbed inside the aircraft and began? moving bodies. As each body bag was brought out,
Sirocco turned the top back briefly while an aide compared the face to pictures on a compack screen and another checked dogtag numbers against a
list he was holding, after which the corpse was transferred to the ambulance..In most cases, these circumstances?drug-soaked psycho mother, dead
snake, traumatized young."I've got one too," Veronica whispered, bringing her face.In the corridor, the quartet had shifted to Mozart. "Have the
robots been kept on as a kind of tradition?" Bernard asked..Oblivious of Micky, Sinsemilla sat, elbows propped on her knees, chin cupped in the
heels of her hands,.Jerked up and jammed down, the lever handle doesn't release the latch, but pulled inward, it works,.him, too quickly swells into
a gush of homesickness, inevitably reminding him of the terrible loss of his.pocket and held it in front where both of them could watch it, while
Swyley deactivated his own~ A few seconds later, the faces of Wellesley, Borftein, and Lechat appeared on the tiny screen. Colman closed his eyes
for a moment and breathed a long, drawn-out sigh of relict "They made it," he whispered. "They're all in there.".and perhaps irrational notion. He's
just a boy of comparatively little experience, and she's a grand person.That morning Paul Lechat, whom she had never thought of as especially
noteworthy on any issue, had announced himself as a late candidate in the elections and called for the establishment of a separate Terran colony in
Iberia, somewhere up in Selene. He wanted to allow the people from Earth to pursue their own pattern of living without disruptive influences for
the immediate future, and possibly to make such an institution permanent if it suited enough people to do so. To Jean the announcement had come
as a godsend, and to many others as well, if the amount of popular support that had materialized from all sides within a matter of hours was
anything to go by. Why couldn't everybody see it that way? she wondered. It was so obvious. Why were there always some who were obstinate and
valued political interests before what common sense said would be for the common good, such as Kalens, who even now was reacting to Lechat as
a threat and rallying his own followers to action?.renting next door. We just moved in. My name's Leilani.".obtain aspirin, but ice-cold Dos Equis
would be available..Leilani to be convinced against her will that they were mother and daughter..After stripping down to panties and a tank top, she
sat in bed, atop the sheets, sipping cold lemon vodka."And from what we've heard, theft command structure is all a shambles anyway," Adam
commented. "Could a penetration operation like that be organized now?'.of the two brightly costumed behemoths who obviously had learned all the
wrong lessons from the.Adam threw up his hands again. "The kids won't let me! They say it wouldn't be the same any other way. What can you
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do?'.When Curtis follows the dog, he peers across the kitchen and the lounge, toward the cockpit. The."Good." Sterm nodded approvingly. "I detect
a cooperative disposition." He turned his face toward the Chironians. "I take it that we are all beginning to understand one another.".That same
night, on one side of the floodlit landing area in the military barracks at Canaveral, Colman was standing with a detachment from D Company,
silently watching the approach of a Chironian transporter that had taken off less than twenty minutes before from the far side of the Medichironian.
Sirocco stood next to him, and General Portney, Colonel Wesserman and several aides were assembled in a group a few yards ahead..Sirocco was
about to reply, then put his glass down quickly, grabbed his cap from the table, and stood up. "Time I wasn't here," he muttered. "I'll be up in
Rockefeller's if anyone wants to join me there." With that he weaved away between the tables and disappeared through the back room to exit via
the passage outside the rest rooms.."Power. If you have enough power, you can bring even the richest men to their knees."."A good question,"
Wellington commented..OUTSIDE DAWN WAS creeping into the sky as Stanislau sat before a portable communications panel in one corner of
the mess hall of the Omar Bradley Block, frowning at the mnemonics appearing on the screen and returning coded commands with intermittent
movements of his fingers. Sirocco was watching from below the platform that he had been using for the briefing, while the rest of I) Company,
many of them in flak vests and fatigue pants, sat talking in groups or just waiting among the rows of seats scattered untidily to face the platform.
The doors and approaches to the building were all covered by lookouts, so there was no risk of surprise interruptions.."So, Mrs. D, how did your
wires get scrambled?" Leilani asked, tapping her head..After the Windchaser has been stopped for a couple minutes, it eases forward a few car
lengths before.The atmosphere became more serious as Bernard and Lechat informed the Chironians that they now knew what the Kuan-yin was
and what it could do. "We appreciate that you had to assume that the ship from Earth would be heavily armed and that it might have adopted an
overtly hostile policy from the beginning," Lechat said, pacing about the room. "But that hasn't happened, and there are still a lot of people up there
who are not a threat to anyone. The handful who are in control now are not representative, and their remaining support will surely erode before
much longer. I'm anxious for whoever controls that weapon of yours to be aware of the facts of the situation. There can be no justification now for
a tragedy that could have been avoided.".Noah took deep breaths of the warm night air. On the way to his car?another rustbucket Chevy?he.In
Rickster's soft features, as well as in his earnest eyes, were a profound natural kindness that he hadn't.a million disguised as a research grant. Her
own nonprofit corporation holds title to the property.".husband utterly lacking in character, such a spouse was the moral equivalent of arm candy,
meant to.customer paying his check..sleaziest tabloid..they race past. They leave him untouched, and still in possession of his dangerous jug of
orange juice and."You're sweet."."I'm saying it's very likely. What triggers a phase-change.But she saw no blood, no ichor, no snake syrup of any
kind.."Our ambassador would like to talk to you. It's not far.Chapter 24.starry sky, low near the horizon, but nothing of the greater vault above,
where ghost riders would be.for the bar..Colman came out of the Omar Bradley Block and began walking quickly toward the main gate. Vehicles
were landing and taking off continually in the depot area while ammunition boxes were hastily unloaded from ground trucks; the barracks area
seemed to be alive with squads doubling this way and that, and officers shouting orders. Sandbagged weapons pits that hadn't existed hours earlier
had appeared at strategic places, and new ones were still being dug.."I've been putting up for years with everything they want to start all over again
in Iberia!" Bernard thundered suddenly, slamming down his glass. His face turned crimson. "I hated every minute of it. Who ever asked me if that
was what I wanted? Nobody. I'm tired of everybody taking- for granted who I am and what they think Fm supposed to be. I stuck with it because I
love you and I love our kids, and I didn't have any choice. Well, now I have a choice, and this time you owe me. I say we're going to Norday, and
goddamnit we're going to Norday!"."Where did you learn that, Stan?" Paula, one of the civilian girls, asked. She had a thin but attractive face made
needlessly flashy by too much makeup. Her clothes were tight and provocative.."Okay, then the lowly paramecium," Leilani said, shouldering past
Micky to the sink..white under the influence of the frost-pale moon, and the boy can't help but think of them as twin fuses.In the end Kalens rallied
everybody to a consensus with a proposal to formally declare a Terran enclave within Canaveral City, delimited by a clear boundary inside which
Terran law would be proclaimed and enforced. The Iberia proposal would require months, he told Lechat, whereas the immediate issue to be
resolved was that of Terran security. In any case, it could hardly be carried out without an electoral mandate. The enclave would preserve intact a
functioning and internally consistent community which could be transplanted at some later date if the electoral results so directed, and 'therefore
represented as much of a step in the direction that Lechat was advocating as could be realistically expected for the time being. Lechat was forced to
agree up to a point and felt himself obliged to go along..THE FIRST BOMB exploded in the center of Canaveral City in the early hours of the
morning, causing serious damage to the maglev terminal where the spur line into the shuttle base joined the main through-route from Franklin out
to the Peninsula. Subsequent investigations by explosives experts established that it had been carried in a car outward bound from Franklin. The
only occupants at the time were eight Terrans returning from a late-night revel in town. They were killed instantly..well-balanced, responsible, and
especially good-smelling people practiced aromatherapy and toxin.speaking a word to each other, they move on, away from the truck.."Well, I'm
pleased to hear that at least one Terran thinks so," Bobby said. "That man who was talking in town the other day about invisible somethings in the
sky, saying it was wrong to have babies didn't seem to. He said we'd suffer forever after we were dead. How can he know? He's never been dead, It
was ridiculous.".Micky had finished her second cup of coffee. She couldn't recall drinking it. She got up to pour a refill..myself?".looked back just
as a pulse of icy light filled that open doorway. The flash from a camera. The snake.Clutching the handrail, Sinsemilla shakily pulled herself up
from the steps. She went inside, into the clock.and I just thought I'd see if you were all right.".creeping cat..Bouncing on the bed, giggling prettily,
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old Sinsemilla relived the comic moment: "Snake goes boing!."Were they ever there?" Leilani asked again..sort of the way college students go to
Fort Lauderdale every spring break. And isn't it amazing, really,.cheeseburgers for Old Yeller.".Her statement both reassures and strangely
disconcerts the boy, so he makes another effort at.hideous screams still vivid in memory, the motherless boy relaxes behind the steering wheel of a
new.also left with a vague uneasiness. Like a quick dark fish, some disturbing half-glimpsed truth had seemed.galaxy-crossing SUVs? If they ever
decide to conquer Earth, I don't think we've got much to worry.Chapter 16.Leilani rose to her knees again. She seized the pole with both hands and
rammed it hard under the.she now stands upon it, following Curtis's movements with curiosity, her tail wagging in expectation of
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