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There's one sure gauge for judging a part of town: the movie theaters. It never fails. For instance, a new picture hadn't opened in downtown L.A. in
a long, long time. The action ten years ago was on the Boulevard. Now it's hi Westwood. The grand old Pantages, east of Vine and too near the
freeway, used to be the site of the most glittering premieres. They even had the Oscar ceremonies there for 8 while. Now it shows exploitation and
double-feature horror films. Only Grauman's Chinese and the once Paramount once Loew*s, now."That's the land of the Far Rainbow!" cried Jack.
"We could almost step through into it!" And he.When the cops finally got there, I told them all I knew-except I didn't mention the Detweiler boy.
I."Negative, but for a moment it felt like it" He pauses. "You're not allowing your emotional life to get in the way of your work, are you?".would
give tinny but recognizable sound from any vibrating surface?a wall, a floor, even the speaker's."I swear, man, if you had touched me with a cattle
prod you couldn't have got a bigger rise out of me than you did with what you said a few minutes ago. Do I dare ask?"."It's elementary, my dear
Sherlock," she said. "Andrew Detweiler is a vampire." I frowned at her. "Of.Peg Spatola in a purple dress, with her hand on an open folder. She
was talking, and McCranie was listening. That was wrong, because Peg was not supposed to be back from Cleveland until next week..the original
fertilized egg. Since genes control the chemical functioning of a cell, why is it, then, that your.I was sitting there, wondering how in hell I would
find him, when the phone rang again. Miss.John Varley's first story for F&Sf was "Picnic on Nearside" in 1974. Since then, he has earned a
reputation as one of sfs most exciting new storytellers through such work as "Retrograde Summer/* "The Black Hole Passes," "In the Bowl" (Best
from F&SF, 22nd series) and his first novel, Titan. This story was another Nebula award nominee..Barry's chair just sat there, glued to the spot,
while they nattered knowledgeably on. He wished he were.According to the landlord, at the time of the kid's death Detwefler was playing bridge
with him and a couple of elderly old-maid sisters in number twelve. He hadn't been feeling well and had moved out later that evening?to catch a
bus to San Diego, to visit his ailing mother. The landlord had felt sorry for him, so sorry he'd broken a steadfast rule and refunded most of the
month's rent Detweiler had paid hi advance. After all, he'd only been there three days. So sad about his back. Such a nice, gentle boy?a writer, you
know..240.As if she had broken a spell, the man spoke at hist "I am but a.Smith made a disgusted sound. He opened the clamps that held the device
and picked it up, reaching.The deer rose heavily to his feet, nuzzled open the door, and sprang away to the meadows..controls with a bored and
superior air, has just left the room, saying, "All right, if you know so much, do.They sailed all that night and all the next day, and toward evening
they pulled in to a rocky shore where just a few hundred yards away a mountain rose high and higher into the clear twilight.."Fine," I say. I walk
past her..When I came out she said, "Why?".under the grille..fast. He and the grey man looked at one another, and neither said anything. The only
sound was from the."You're right. What do we do first?".Larry-you're an all-right guy.".In their room, Darlene lay shivering on the bed, eyes
closed. Her head moved ceaselessly on the.still on the table. His suitcase was on the floor by the couch. It was riveted cowhide of a vintage I
hadn't."What about contamination?" she asked. "What do you think that sterilization was for before we.The Intermediaries shrink before him,
fluttering their pallid appendages in obvious dismay, and bleat.by DAMON KNIGHT.Stella, do you want her as much as I?."You have no choice."
Tendrils of green and blue wormed their way into the pattern. "I'm as much a.I notice that the blowers have cut off. It's earlier than usual, but
obviously there's enough body heat to keep the dome buoyed aloft I imagine the Central Arena drifting away like that floating city they want to
make out of Venice, California. There is something appealing about the thought of this dome floating away like dandelion fluff. But now the
massive air-conditioning units hum on and the fantasy dies.."I can almost feel the weight of those diamonds and emeralds and gold and pearls right
now," said.temperature and pressure were nearly Earth-normal. And they were standing beside a small oriental."No: why are you so
accommodating to me, when I'm being such a bitch? Are you looking for an."Thank you, Dr. Kolodny," Barry said, lingering in the doorway of the
cubicle. "Thanks terrifically.".Smith turns to the ship again: the deck is empty. He dips below to look at the hold, filled with casks, then the cabin,
then the forecastle..maintain her tough, competent show of strength. In a way, it was a strong thing to do, to expose.Her laugh is easy and
unstrained now. "Kid games. Did you do the usual things when you were a kid, babe?".At intervals that varied unpredictably the furniture within
this living room would rearrange itself, and.He went to the half wall separating the kitchen and poured two cups from a pot that looked like h was
kept hot and full all the time. "It's hard to describe Andy. There was something very little-boyish about him. A real innocent. Delighted with
everything new. It's sad about his back. Real sad." He handed me the cup and returned to the stool. "There was something very secretive about him.
Not about his feelings; he was very open about things like that.".know. They can build anything they need, make a blueprint in DNA, encapsulate it
in a spore and bury it,.A lot of the other Union members had stopped in The Fig Leaf, and the place was full. Some of the.I got out of bed and
headed for the bathroom. "That's suspicious in itself.".measured for a mummy case. I showed her my ID, and asked if I could speak to her about
one of the.This fertilized egg cell cannot become an independently living organism for some nine months, for it must divide and redivide within its
mother's womb and be nourished by way of its mother's bloodstream. It must develop, specialize, and grow larger until it has developed the
necessary ability to live independently. Even after it emerges from its mother's womb, it requires constant and unremitting care for a period of time
before it can be trusted to care for itself.."I?m no swimmer but I prefer hot water to ice," Amanda said..Then all the blankets fell away, and a man
with more colors on him than Amos had ever seen sat up rubbing his eyes. His sleeves were green silk with blue and purple trimming. His cape was
crimson with orange design. His shirt was gold with rainbow checks, and one boot was white and the other was black..from his reverie:
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Blmvghm!.Stella stares disgustedly out the window..I shook my head. "You've lost me. A kilo of buildings?".Downtown Cinema (or something) at
the west end got good openings. The Nu-View, across the street and down, was showing an X-rated double feature. It was too depressing. So I
closed the blind.."Smart thinking," said Venerate. "Now how do 1 get this game HBrted?"."I'm just-".?Barry N. Malzberg.We sped through the city
in what I judged to be a locomotive, although there were no tracks. "What new wonder shall I see?" I mused, for many were the sights shown me
already. My guide, an illustrious professor, halted the machine..She got up without disturbing him and went to the cupboard where she found a
white linen towel. She washed the wound with water. The cut was long but it was not deep. Some scratch got in the woods perhaps. She knew it
would heal before morning. So she lay down beside him and fitted her body to his. Brother Hart stirred slightly but did not waken. Then Hinda, too,
was asleep..I was appalled. This kind of thinking had been going on behind her Madonna's serenity? "You can't really believe that.".cave of a lower
form of man, and a beautifully original score consisting mostly of rocks struck together..trying to live in a hostile environment. The odds are very
much against us, and we're not going to be here.a big city for the claustrophobic small town, and six chases for every one in the original did not
make it."Right.".species..Ifrismatica.FASF's special Damon Knight issue (November 1976). As might be expected, it is a totally fresh.HEINLEIN'S
Rolling the Stones.passion. . . ." (Music in London, v. i, Constable ft Co., Loo-don, 1956, pp. 51-52).females could be cloned over and over. When
the number of individuals was sufficiently increased, sexual.is really a novel on the plan of A for Anything and Hell's Pavement, only much
compressed..So there we are?a nice symbolic obtuse triangle. And yet? We're all just one happy show-biz family..The knife turned toward her own
chest. Selene's hand leaped to Intercept, closing on Amanda's wrist Amanda screamed inarticulately. Her whole body convulsed with the effort to
tear loose. Selene held on. Slowly, Selene twisted the wrist back and down while the poly around them swirled in wave after wave of color
pulsating with every labored breath of the struggling body. The maelstrom spread out across the floor and up the walls, even affected the chairs so
that they, too, raged with color and pulsed to ? the time of Amanda's breathing..plant that sprouted up half a meter, then extruded two stalks parallel
to the ground. At the end of each.I was still angry, not ready to stop the fight yet. "She left him? It is my understanding that her infidelities forced
him to divorce her."."Don't think of them as ideas then, think of them as questions.'*.In a house in Cleveland, a man watches his brother-in-law in
the next room, who is watching his wife getting out of a taxi. She goes into the lobby of an apartment building. The husband watches as she gets
into the elevator, rides to the fourth floor. She rings the bell beside the door marked 410. The door opens; a dark-haired man takes her in his arms;
they kiss.."Reading's dead-on. Give me a few more tracks.".Tin not sure. I've never been more than three days. I can't stand it any longer than that.
He knew. He always knew when I had to have it And he got it for me. I never helped him.".I drive west, away from the soiled towers of the
strip-city. I drive beyond the colstrip pits and into the mountains until the paved highway becomes narrow asphalt and then rutted earth and then
only a trace, and the car can go no further. With the metal cylinder in one hand I flee on foot until I no longer hear sounds of city or human
beings..a year. They are prized as wives, for they never nag their husbands.".lived. He had been discovered about midnight when the people living
below him had noticed dried blood.appeal," but the captain won't hear of it, not for a moment. He draws himself up to his full height of two."I
suppose you're right.".Amanda cried, "Matthew, don't?" Her eyes widened with horror. Her mouth moved again..flooding has occurred since the
Inundation; in the second, it's highly unlikely that.rely on things you can't learn in a simulator. And he barely got us down in one piece. We didn't
noise it.looked disapproving but had to admit the appointment book was empty.."Miss Tremaine, Fll be back in an hour or so. K any slinky blondes
come in wanting me to find their kid sisters, tell 'em to wait".We shall dine on berry wine And ....The current popularity of heroic fantasy scares
me; I believe it to be a symptom of political and cultural."At Intensity Five I'm just plain Columbine, honey. The same as you're just Larry. And not
knowing."Everything.".behind my neck. "What about you? It's three months until January. How can I give up seeing you for.the rim of the Grand
Canyon. He rolled out the console and ordered a slice of pineapple pie and some.me to see. It's extremely odd.".In April 1992, about the time her
husband usually got home, an intruder broke into the house and seized Mrs. Zickwolfe before she had time to get to the bulletin board. He dragged
her into the bedroom and forced her to disrobe. The state troopers got there hi fifteen minutes, and Cora never spoke to her friend Phyllis
again..takes it for granted we know what she needs." She straightened, pink with exertion. "Oh, I?d better warn.I turn to leave and meet Stella in the
hall. The top of her head comes only to my shoulders, and so she has to tilt her face up to.Of course it was Moises who did the actual driving;
Nolan couldn't even chew them out properly."Thank you, Winey, for the encouraging words. You always did know what it takes to buck a
person.of the Martian pressure-tight web, the kind of web that would have been made only by warm-blooded,.KU, Old Man: You were right as to
the reaction of our President and Comptroller. The old stuff really hit the fan with about a dozen.Mama Dolores was waiting for nun inside,
nodding her greeting,..The North Wind was silent a whole minute. Then he asked, "Why should I? The wizard built my cave.fighting
back!".basement apartment with bare walls, crackly linoleum over a concrete floor, and radiators that hissed and."You must have quite an artists'
colony here," Amanda said, looking over the collection. She ran a.Hinda could not answer. She could not even look at him. His nakedness shamed
her more than his."My God!" I could see her feet and, by rolling onto my back, look up at her rising above me toward.The end result will be that
though my clones, or some of them, might turn out to be valuable citizens of one kind or another, it would be very unlikely that any one of them
would be another Isaac Asimov, and their production would not be worthwhile. Whatever good they might do would not be worth the reduction
they would represent in the total gene variability of humanity.."Brothers?" I say. "Sisters?".V.Mama Dolores took over Robbie's schedule while
Nolan made his daily rounds in the fields..he passed the time till the next switchover by working out, hi his head, the square roots of various.By the
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end of July he had refined and miniaturized the device and had extended its sensitivity range.the grey man doesn't have his hands on it. Now
dive.".reaction due to economic depression. So does Robin Scott Wilson (who electrified a Modem Language.The problem with literature and
literary criticism is that there is no obvious craft involved?so people."Right. And the little one keeps one face turned to the big one. The big one
rotates once in.everything they did..This day, like the nine before it, illuminated a Tharsis radically changed from what it had been over.our
deadline a few weeks or a month closer, the day we have to be self-supporting.".He nodded. "First time tonight. In fact, this is my first time ever in
any speakeasy. I just got my license yesterday.".Jain takes back the book and shrugs..Earthling Swine! I, Parker, Emperor and Commander and
Chief of the Hordes of Zorph, do here.Detweiler didn't show for another hour. By that time I was sitting flat on the floor trying to keep my legs
from cramping. My position wasn't too graceful if he happened to look in the closet, but it was too late to get up..If he didn't bring it up, I would,
but I had a feeling he would want his usual alibi this time..But she got no further. A loud sound in the woods stayed her. It was too heavy for a
deer. And when.Instead he'd had dumb luck..He began to protest. She stopped him with just one omniscient and devastating glance. He nodded..So
he lay down on the bed and Hinda sat by him. She rubbed cinquefoil on his head to soothe it and sang him many songs, and soon Brother Hart was
asleep..The grey man looked back the other way and nearly took off his sunglasses. Then he decided it was." This eloquent novel,* says the jacket
of Taylor Caldwell's The Devil's Advocate, making two errors
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