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THE SOUL OF MAN
? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..? ? ? ? ? And on their
saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but
none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I
drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no
tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants
hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in
the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to
condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a
homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure
'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service,
so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I
will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to
uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on
the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..As
for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much love for her; and she was
magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her
like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at my service, so she might
adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had
come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah
Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught
and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the
foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a
cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and
indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny
went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and
the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food
before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook
concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth,
he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56)
for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened
the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it
to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the
old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I
practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my
desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him
and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man
of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind.
Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned
the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is
my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of
extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to
him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police
arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is
well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame
(216) in hue..End of vol. II..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in
many a laden line,.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom,
thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore
concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have
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requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he
came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The
people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on
him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a
stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she
filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that
of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but
she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured
him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O
princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he
answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to
come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this."
Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.54. The
Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish;
but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts;
and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to
the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..Then they spread the ensigns and the
standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The King of Baghdad rode forth with them and
brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and
his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey between them and Yemen, when they
despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden with spoil, bringing with them
Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El Abbas his slave-girls after the
goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to Baghdad, as hath aforetime been
set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the approach of El Abbas, and when
the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or small, old man or infant, but went
forth that day to meet the king..71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and
bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One
Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight
and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them
the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to
the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.When the day departed and the evening came, the king
sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O
august king, that.It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and
muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and
despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she,
"Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God
confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er
Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round
about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and
swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother;
(167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause
of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the
importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have
lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky, unflecked with
white;.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our
wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read
books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was
possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his
despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He
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would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to
her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and
when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my
sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave
of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding
favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy
desire.'.Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the
vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his
lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..Then he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her
husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak
him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay
this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief,
'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I
will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful'
So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the
thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter
expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four
hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he
may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes
five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of
twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.'
[So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.9. Kemerezzeman and Budour
ccxviii.Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might
wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they
should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So
he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and
they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..Noureddin
fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of
kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and
bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!"
["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him
not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with
thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque
that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he
leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys,
not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with
each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and
taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his
lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?'
And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.'
Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that
was in his palace and cast him therein..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a
loveling blithe and gay..? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).? ?
? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..When the damsel (215) saw me
in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave
ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with
her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and
deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is
she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself
and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me.
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(Quoth he).The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and
kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the
wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the
garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale
and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were
of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the
Garden of Eden. (206).? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.? ? ? ? ? The priests
from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..After that, there appeared a queen, never saw
eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set
with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right
and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not
over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her,
standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.Presently
a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the
young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and
longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take
somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was
his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and
clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the
woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city
assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense
[of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of
alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man,
saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117)
of union and love and happy cheer..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself
to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty
these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned
back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light
on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of
that which hath betided me.'.Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her
case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in
thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid
her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he
doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The
Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her,
"By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time
art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him,
whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?"
asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another
eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he.
"Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his
reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am
Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!)
thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he
arose and abode wondering at his case..163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so
he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor
day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make
thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif
called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.Then said
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the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed
brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him,
'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in
raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy
largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then
the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.'
'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the
severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he
arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife
also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city.
Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of
wonders and rarities.".One day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord, I am a
merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So he
brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to a
forest of great trees; whereupon he made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the
elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he
went away and left me trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither
among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who
rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came and carried away the dead elephant..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF
LEWDNESS..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.16. The Fox and
the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.When Er Razi heard this, he
said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled
at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had
collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been
prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten
and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the
money.'.? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.Unto me the whole world's gladness is
thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.So he sat down upon the throne of the
Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and
continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the
treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee
nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve
him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the
while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is
for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and
saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the
Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with
wings all open in full flight;.Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at
the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this.
Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to
further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who
took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go
in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and
walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..We sat down and I looked at him who had opened the door to us, and
behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him, and when I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the saloon
and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed
the house was full of these. When the assembly was complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of honour.
Now he was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that I knew
not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he and the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting
furtive glances at me..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? Lovely with
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longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind;
So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the
realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid
her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and
paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye
soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning
my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's
apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer
lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present.
Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most
High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.When
the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to
the merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the
dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown
that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he
gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is
clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".The Nineteenth Night of the Month..Then he
brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred
dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him;
whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his
stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove
somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they
have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to
thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news
may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that
thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not
bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say
it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By
Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she
strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth
the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So
hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this.
Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on
a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to
us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.'
'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left
my heart on fire without allay..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land
abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed
the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should
pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's
whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad
the Sailor cclxix.Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that
she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth
somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.'
Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took
the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Then he turned to a damsel of the
damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be
indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said
to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave,
said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed
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his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It
sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted
from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for
laughter..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil."Away with him from me! Who
is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following
verses:].On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me
nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after
me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this
that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee
myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed
one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the
kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii.
230..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.59. The Enchanted Horse
Night cclvii."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be
tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May
God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in
pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his neck a
heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the space of ten days.
Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O
my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon
death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own house..King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er
Rehwan, i. 215..Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house and when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to
me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?' 'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?'
['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not
enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to
me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I
entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second
door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none
of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?" And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house
and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord," answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I,
"open to me.".? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less..When the princess
heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will
instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the
accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them
to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge
to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of
that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her
husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the
children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him.
Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience
is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here,
whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..Rich
Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and
kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to
marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that
thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou
art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst
have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.The folk flocked
about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore
the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said
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the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the
prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince
covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77)
nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi
went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man
cccxci.Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of
eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent
Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings
and the, iii. 145,.So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine
advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I
will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the
presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had
promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his
eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by
little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said,
'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How
so?' asked they; and he said..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But
Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And
Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled
workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and
polishing] of jewels.'.When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I
should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier
leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other
than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the
following:].Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired;
but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he
sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!).
Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this
(178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he
trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise,
spending freely and using not thrift..Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came
to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh
cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But
they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the
first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to
flight..Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the, i. 70.Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..Then he girt his
middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine
errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the
saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he
addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past,
when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering
their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon
the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the
young merchant..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).72.
Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her
cruelty, so fair she is and proud..4. The Three Apples xix.? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left
me, but my heart of them doth not complain..When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to
all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? f. The
Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat
to jeer?".Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and
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bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to
horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of
whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy
concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished
by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee].
When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she
despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'
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