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THE ROSE RUSTLERS
? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from
fourscore fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would
establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a
remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to
her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up
and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his
dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the
child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child
with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and
found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw
that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the
lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after
which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in
sickness' hands confined..So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought
leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in
bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the
ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His
neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man,
"seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon?
Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the
affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they
be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".Therewithal, O my brother,
the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and
deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that
the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked
her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from
him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the
hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".? ? ? ? ? After
your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up
with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.There was once, of
old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and
slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to
supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching
Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So
his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and
she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent
moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the
loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number
of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the
young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king,
said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom
thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and
offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth
they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou
wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.When the morning morrowed, the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the
old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her
dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as she supposed) on account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my
daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the
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turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her, "And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High,"
answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right."
Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to the young man and told him what had passed..? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou
aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.When the king heard his viziers' words, he was
exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace,
thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great
crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell
a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no?
They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him,
"Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy
and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of
the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i.
150..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of
the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out
from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair
fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..?OF TRUST IN GOD..So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was
vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her
speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in
answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her
purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him
from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I
have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but
one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?'
'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company
and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath
answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning
come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.She abode awaiting him thus till the
end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding
perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the
beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there
any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..The Khalif
smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?"
["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy
jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?"
"Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him,
and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a
hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el
Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead
but Aboulhusn.".? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..? ? ? ? ? I
marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind
dccccviii.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the
grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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