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78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he

transgress..There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and

used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a

masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who

exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found

him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat

of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other.

'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.The two girls let me down

from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El

Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he

took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of

fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave

gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the

seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he

rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with

amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.71. Yehya

ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and

went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the

end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst

thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on

this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.The Sixteenth Night of

the Month..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they

were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered

they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be

saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except

the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved

from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in

himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers

lied.'.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband

returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in

quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and

complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.Therewithal El

Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her

name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes;

then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.Presently, she came to me

again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other

thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof

is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and

addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell

her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate

and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on

horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was

translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol. of the extraordinary gallimaufry

published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken impression that this long but

interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete translation of it should be

included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and forms no part of the

Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which all the Nights are

accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment (undivided into Nights) at
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the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to have also found their way.

This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present work and would (apart

from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible that, should I come across

a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future consideration..Then said the

Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are

assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and

despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to

do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour

and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and

said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted

him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her

sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath

snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made

himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer.

Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities

(161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King

Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and

going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house,

where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence.

When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy

report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him

with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".When the

evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So

he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and

verses thereanent..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he

took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this

more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and

requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".They have

departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son,

as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night

to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his

brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated

himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and

of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's

gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade

him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a

woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is

this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me

in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose

and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so

may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the

sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself

before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my

haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and

casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my

brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..20. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccccxxxii.Then he called his

servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and

they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace

of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go

hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not
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seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will

of God the Most High.".When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and

there he abode his day long..116. The Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters M.The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..EL ABBAS

AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).98. The Haunted House in Baghdad dclxxxviii.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out

from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself,

leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might

condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his

boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my

lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".90. The Apples of

Paradise dclxxvi.When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had

dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand

cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with

me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and

said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth

chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was

pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the

tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew

near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made

much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in

attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence

are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his

swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and

hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.93. The

Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding

delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn

gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and

entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there

came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices,

whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and

red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they

spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..66. The Imam

Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space,

earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if

he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house

and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this

thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by

whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the

cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave;

and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be

it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.Unjust King and the Tither,

The, i. 272.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the

Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's

story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..68. Haroun er Reshid and the three

Poets ccclxxxvi.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was

illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that

my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for

inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging

to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the

deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went

up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she
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said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly

solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying,

'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and

further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.10. The Birds

and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to

him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her

and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me

with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house

wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Then he turned

to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her

husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that

which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and

torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily,

there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered

she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me

the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes

brimmed over with tears at her story..Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may

lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves

with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in

their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim,

'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have

discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her

affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and

exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I

and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for

whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand,

said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but before the

Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of

this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of

exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each

other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely

flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly

instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but

enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round

about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..Then came her brother to him and said, "O

Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will

have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God

assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls

and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?"

And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden,

as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?"

And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I

entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on

the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she

came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to

depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never

among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest

Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her

acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters

of the kings.".Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai
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departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience,

betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might

see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits

and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and

joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of

deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman

who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to

death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".Merchant, The

Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift,

thou hast not failed to cite,.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.Then he bade fetch the youth;

so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it

may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead;

wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver

me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his

son?" And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..Khalif, El

Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.Then he conferred on

him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart

with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete

thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the

time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not

thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them.

When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade

hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming]

and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his

Wife dcxlix.? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..Now he had a nurse, a

foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with

questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer.

However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she

would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her

son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O

my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they

will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved

by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth.

Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most

High.'.Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen

seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained

with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad

them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with

pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of

them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out

from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor

henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and

gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water

forbear.".The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had

gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive

or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned

his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance

and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee,

neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin

rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an
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accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen

purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be

warned..Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of

parting and its bane..So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each

complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had

it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou

buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for

the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to

see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of

them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into

partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..56. The Ruined Man

who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's

grief (18) is pined..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he

succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that

Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of

the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the

Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So

they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance

of his reign. (155).When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he

summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by

the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by

thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir

ccccxlviii.So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one,

it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The

folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and

purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said

the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,'

answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the

merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant,

'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my

head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old

man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their

own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my

sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he

acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him

into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk

laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he

understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.? ? ?

? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness

doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief .

cccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).When the

night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king,

that.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.65. The Loves of

the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did

appear..Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.Then said she to me,

"To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return

him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not

alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy

saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most

like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment
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worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces

[of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with

him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he

redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go,

except the prefect come also.'.?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? The raven of

parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..Now

he had a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the

change on this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to

him, "The deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the

merchant, 'and rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas

rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which

was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a

fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the

eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who

art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning,

with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack

these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still

made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe

me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most

High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.Draper's Wife, The Old

Woman and the, ii. 55..JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238)

cxxi.70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his

daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the

rich man and his wasteful heir.".? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume

me quite..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and

his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to

put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had

no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and

why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I

saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell

between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? t. The

two Pigeons dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness

compare..? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..48. Haroun Er

Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what

while the stars abide.
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