
The Place Names Of Fife And Kinross

THE PLACE NAMES OF FIFE AND KINROSS
One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him

and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and

companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and

grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But

he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting

about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the

farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..Still by your ruined camp a dweller I

abide, ii. 209..47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!"

Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was

covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's

family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him,

wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would

hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".It is told that

there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and

he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a

girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart

(254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH

WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a

trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..154. King

Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God

the Lord Most High..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of

the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go

barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the

gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So

they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what

thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a

beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one

question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king?

Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon

the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.Daughter of the Poor

Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful

lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to

them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among

the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself

and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on

thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with

child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he

were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that

place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we

carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they

wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag

and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64)

dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..? ? ? ? ?

My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.And

when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for

succour I implore..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth

therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was

sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I
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have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when

he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The

people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on

him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a

stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES

FROM THE ARABIC.".Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the

Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it,

sang the following verses:.The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his

wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of

the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and

she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High.

After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his

children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished.

He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and

they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the

perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..Now he had a friend, who pretended to

quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this trickster, for I know

him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The deposit is with me and

thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and rid the folk of their

[false] debts.'.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..When the evening evened, the

king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said,

"Know, O king, that.54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to

him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy

case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the

endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to

efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next night and the

next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well

infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon

and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of

inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what

is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of

God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine

abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never

absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art

friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will

abide therein; so take of me its price.".His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as

also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth

no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in

their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to

Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore

battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered,

saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all

of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father

and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed

the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his

heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..So he went out to them and

questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him,

for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army

and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother

of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath
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despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you."

"And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).Er Reshid considered her beauty

and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for

the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast

done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the

description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more

skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O

Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there

was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine

eyes.'.Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and

the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty

gather together all that she had gotten of treasure and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her,

and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went

away. When Tuhfeh found herself in her own chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred

thence. Then she took the lute and tuned it and touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..When the king heard his

chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but

marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the

man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the

age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".? ?

? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than

Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.Then said the Khalif to

her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see

which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound

drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was

incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her

sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing."."Leave the mention of him. Who is at the

door?" Quoth Adi, "El Akhwes el Ansari." (54) "God the Most High put him away and estrange him from His mercy!" cried Omar. "Is it not he

who said, berhyming on a man of Medina his slave-girl, so she might outlive her master ... ?" [And he repeated the following line:].? ? ? ? ? c. The

Fuller and his Son dlxxix.It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him

to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with

Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him!

Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me

to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This

is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth

Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of

the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king

of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more

delightsome.".10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding

darkness were..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him];

and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the

slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her

somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the

night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls

had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she

be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she

abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health

and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment

to all who looked on her..139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified

what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much

is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he
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set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved

himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for

his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with

his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old

man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems

(105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the

king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..? ? ?

? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..80. The Schoolmaster

who fell in Love by Report dclxv.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in

his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's

favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of

his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..Then came up El Abbas

to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance.

Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of

those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man

renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee

that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So

saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the

vizier and clove his head in sunder..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with

ripened fruits galore..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me

from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban,

whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and

bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a

sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were

afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide

you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb;

and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a

piece of game we have caught.'.?Story of King Bihkerd..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who

presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ?

? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a

bath and adorn it with various paintings, so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be

solaced thereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he

addressed himself to the building of the bath and assembling architects and builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his

dominions], assigned them a site and marked out its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the

setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs. They used paints and precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues,

red and green and blue and yellow and what not else of all manner colours; and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art,

whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with transporting thither varicoloured stones..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross

my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ?

Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.147. Isaac of Mosul and his

Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye

disdain?"].Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and

seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said

he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further

thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me

and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him

and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about

the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and

one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's

just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a

thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is
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younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of

the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the

son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the

son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of

his robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she

came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the

younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we

may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the

king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the

hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the

lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was

silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..? ?

? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates

(136) that doth bear..? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for

doubt on fire?.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.Officer's

Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife

dcccclxxx.?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way,

invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other,

'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!'

Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that

price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money,

saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond

for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for

yearning and body-worn is he..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done

and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had

he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for

Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said

Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to

a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now

Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and

she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we

will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in

sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of

him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in

less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for

Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for

them there..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured

bowl..Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and

she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the

serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide

in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her,

saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in

him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition

that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a

word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So

she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..? ? ? ? ?

Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..So Aamir took the

water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him,

"Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man

and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him
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and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir,

"I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named

Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he,

"We would fain see him, my friend and I.".Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dlxxxvii.Queen

Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!)

and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who

went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when

the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they

warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and

jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted

with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and

ambergris..It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him,

as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came

to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the

Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou

not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with

the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and

gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised

him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the

Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud

ccccxxxvi.?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.It befell one day that the king's son came to

me, after his father had withdrawn, and said to me, "Harkye, Ibn Nafil" "At thy service, O my lord," answered I; and he said, "I would have thee

tell me an extraordinary story and a rare matter, that thou hast never related either to me or to my father Jemhour." "O my lord," rejoined I, "what

story is this that thou desirest of me and of what kind shall it be of the kinds?" Quoth he, "It matters little what it is, so it be a goodly story, whether

it befell of old days or in these times." "O my lord," said I, "I know many stories of various kinds; so whether of the kinds preferrest thou, and wilt

thou have a story of mankind or of the Jinn?" "It is well," answered he; "if thou have seen aught with thine eyes and heard it with thine ears, [tell it

me."Then he bethought himself] and said to me, "I conjure thee by my life, tell me a story of the stories of the Jinn and that which thou hast heard

and seen of them!" "O my son," replied I, "indeed thou conjurest [me] by a mighty conjuration; so [hearken and thou shalt] hear the goodliest of

stories, ay, and the most extraordinary of them and the pleasantest and rarest." Quoth the prince, "Say on, for I am attentive to thy speech." And I

said, "Know, then, O my son, that.He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner

sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and

made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and

boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them

for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise

and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and

gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell

down..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh

heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled

Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'"

Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to

please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady

Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not."

And she railed at her..The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the

king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou

Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were

set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a

sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit]

and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw

them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of
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breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this

wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us

and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with

presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.Some with religion themselves

concern and make it their business all, i. 48.."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to

thy mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like

unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself

and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven

with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in

the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and

yet other some there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that

in this is profit for all folk.".Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.Now she was

righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would

tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into

suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that,

shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her

husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit

adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without

the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.? ? ? ?

? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..Then her case changed and her

colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and

drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;" whereat the queen was confounded and

betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat down at her head and Mariyeh opened her

eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her of her case and she said, "I entered the

bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the Most High that it will cease.".Then I

bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and

traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after

which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High;

then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added

Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".So the notary went up to the

lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then

he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with

it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the

notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the

lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the

lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned

marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor

trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of

his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..Now the king's son was

playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So

they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death.

Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear,

said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss]

of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face

and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So

he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..When it was the sixth day, the

viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them

went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous

for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life

and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he
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said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine

affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon,

and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat

and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to

him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not

consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do

this ever.'.What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).Then he returned to the youth and said to

him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my

lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the

other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him

and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him;

and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon

they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the

story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves

behind, that nothing may assain..Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin, ii. 117..TABLE OF

CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE

NIGHT..85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my

courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of

repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to

the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..Selim and Selma, ii. 81..My heart will never

credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he

had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had

a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him

with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech,

there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put

them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed,

his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do

this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall

not escape me to-morrow.".? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..One day, as I stood in my shop,

there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined

by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the

sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went

away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my

heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her

and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I

will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and

going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may

God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea,

and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself

before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my

haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and

casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my

brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored

to Him dcccci.106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..So the

vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him],

and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated

to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought

him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king

should do with him.."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By

Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent
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to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not,

I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself

known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful."
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