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THE PATH HE CHOSE
? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of
the Old Cairo Police dcv.'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and
behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection
of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in
that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after
which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and
sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas
he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.Then
Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment;
whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy
clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her
lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy
justification against her." (22).I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the
presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is
not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of
thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the
king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house
and comfort thy heart.".30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..Then said
she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I
acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am
Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the
Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the
city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours
and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me."
Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of
the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them
and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou
art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it;
so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and
loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted
with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an
one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith,
for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a
journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said,
'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss
and ill repute..[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman,
who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing
these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man,
a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching
heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she
saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise
up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.When the old woman
saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he
[overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him,
saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan
against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most
part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..Marriage
to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv."Forget him," quoth my
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censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name
Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel
and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of
his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in
my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When
she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto
thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh
came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate
and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in
turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered,
'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's
palace. (249).So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had
aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to
Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King
Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he
ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is
and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance,
for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor
deny.Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he
returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl
open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay
thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and
another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and
obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a
murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands
on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison]
and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for,
indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he
was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he
took a stone and cast it at the bird..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the
king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his
wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present
about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep
guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them,
according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the
Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him
who had reunited him with his family..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you
ever wait!.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day
forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all
spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head
rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon
widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..7. Story of
the Hunchback ci.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.The Twentieth Night of the Month..Now this servant was of the
sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and
there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent him a letter,
comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him,
and the prince's affairs were set right with him..? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone
should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..84. The
Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my
journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii.
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6..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not
for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors
and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was
forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed
that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and
could but groan feebly..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise
of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more
extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF
THINGS..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the
druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered he, "They tell, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that
cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters,
Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? Then, after
them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i.
61.As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth
he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of
thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make
an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all
this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".We were sleeping one night on the
roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now
she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and
make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and
striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the
roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had
kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus
and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have
been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our
heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a
thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.?STORY OF
THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh
dlxviii.9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..Then I took
the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him,
together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the
utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O
my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212)
there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and
session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind
him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take
horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate
and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof
nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall
die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of
his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from
falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the
prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the
dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad,
Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go
back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to
him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters,
commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with
the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other
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king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..86. Omar ben
el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were
a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.3. The Porter and the
Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and
Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad,
meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath
despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the
Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head,
weeping..I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and
tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear;
afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox
and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..I abode in
my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no
more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a
sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he
stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with
solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him;
whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without
recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop;
whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said,
'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..?
? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.There was
once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent
understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the
neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after
which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about
with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the
youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none
but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered
the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth
whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she
came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his
beauty and grace and wept for him..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch
to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad
is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related
what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us
which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to
Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O
my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn
sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her
dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to
lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".The Eight Night of the Month.Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the
eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.God, Of Trust in, i.
114..Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah,"
answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on
before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she;
and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper
and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us
a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and
fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..When
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King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his
patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it
over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he
imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had
expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added
Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on
the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done?
Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of
the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of
origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but
biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good
breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? s. The
Stolen Necklace dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a
banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were
present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen
Officers of, ii. 117..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I
knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and
sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek
me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was
clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I
entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm."
Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history
and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How
should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long
going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get
the better of him.".14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress
dcxcviii.Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never
more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here
a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth
clemency." He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were
about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and
fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to
whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down."
Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..[When the appointed
day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual
for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?"
Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif
purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon
quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ?
? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the
bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk
dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come,
let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I
have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his
oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little
while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she
repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary and worth in mine
eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly,
she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she
these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O
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Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him,
'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that
which the Khalif ordered him..Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by
ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would
seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee
joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then
they went away from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a
cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous
day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!"
So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art
slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth,
they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons,
swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a
red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as
saith of her one of her describers:.ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard
her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid,
an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away.
When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go
down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and
know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..The
vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him
by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour
and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode
with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness
overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold
not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii."There
was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with
child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out,
journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who
should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated
him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this;
whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his
return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his
own country..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was
obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man
and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go,
fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her
and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding
love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not
thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee
right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love
and longing pain.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.When the king heard his
viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying,
"O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the
like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the
viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of
envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king
said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is
but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by
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reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.When King Shah Bekht heard his
vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..When it
was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw eye nor heard ear of, and
amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat down upon the throne and
Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on him great store of jewels
and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as much in value as] all that
had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed upon Tuhfeh the crown
worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis took leave of them, band
by band..Er Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and
rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with
her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him,
'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for
that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed
Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O
Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard
her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.When the vizier was ware that she was
Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to
the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and
transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed
this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is
thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and
lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to
thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of
condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore.
He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and
there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his
affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to
night..His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out
aloud, as to meet you I flew..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my
sight!.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i.
301..Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the
camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and
cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle;
wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted
from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then
said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".So
she hastened to admit the eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said,
'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee!
Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the
speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose
and donned his clothes; but he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a
dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for
thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.'
And the eunuch said in himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door,
heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.? ? ? ? ?
h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the
Merchant Hassan dcclvi.As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had
gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas,
the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to
return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked
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and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened
to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat
him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to
you.'.? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..When
the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I
came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee,
and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked
and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money,
after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in
myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was
with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his
case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke
in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to
wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled
widows plain! i. 50..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With
waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head,
whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard the noise of lutes
and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the palace, with the
slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the
hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to
shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still] found the
apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..129. The
King of the Island cccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? And horses eke wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and
white,.So he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no
more questions, for thou with thy skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the
affair of the old woman; whereupon quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this
weak woman restore to that man his life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the
credulous husband.".When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall
overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.'
Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup,
to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my
trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which
is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers
and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people,
all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.? ? ? ? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished
sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137)
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