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THE PASSENGER PIGEON
Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a
month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and
said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath
sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have
confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even
if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it
is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that
which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and
life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his
Wife's Commandment dccccix.When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife
and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful
heir.".Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my
complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.The company marvelled at this
story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..So I
arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes,
saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find
relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and
precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count,
and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in
God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee,
O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and
whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he
went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him
that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was
magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted
from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer
came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence
against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly
destroy herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered
Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if
thou bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them,
that they may cheer me with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that
needs must I go down to them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set
thee down beside them.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to
Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God
increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without
hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated
him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father
knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of
kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down.
Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me
with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause
of this?".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i.
247..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King
Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the
letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he
discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking
horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when
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he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring
two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in
the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face,
My life is perished with desire straightway..The Third Day..Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i
293..Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer
and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the
casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away
from him..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..18. Ardeshir and
Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in
the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the island, to fill up with water, whereupon
they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein, both men and goods, belonged to him, for
that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of the island, and he went up [into the ship]
and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto her and his soul prompted him to use
treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with child, and we fear
lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the day; so he sent to
her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he promised her clothes and
spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner
was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter
sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST
KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To
fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said,
'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and
country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself,
she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on
them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without
recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i.
195..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the
door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three
days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my
wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And
indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided
me.'.So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he
left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and
acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with
a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description
wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have
me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must
this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with
thee.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ?
To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor
Man dclvi.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a
wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also
is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and
it becometh changed from its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the
most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the
steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any
resource (205) in that island..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played
them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate
unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my
nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but
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indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of
the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening
and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.Cook, The
Lackpenny and the, i. 9..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..? ? ? ? ? c.
The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto
ye replied,.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his
face behind the clouds to hide..Death, The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his, i. 291..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE
LEARNED MAN..So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and
saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es
Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her
and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which
Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El
Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were
little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).Twere better and
meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.Thereupon the
folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers
preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them
with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had
accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended
him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who
were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes
abroad in the air..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made
an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then
Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the
hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore
they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and
grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them
dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..So Selim came forward
and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that
city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had betided him [with him] and
what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook had made him his brother's
slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not pleasant to him till he should
foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which had betided him of sickness
and disease for the space of a full-told year..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have
issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters
descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and
indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to
passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they
dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he
should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love
and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age
of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..When she heard their words, in the
presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth
she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they
wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He
I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and
[now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for
him and he was made whole of his sickness..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..Then he bade lodge him near
himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water
therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know
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that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong
to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew
that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I
knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess.
Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed
overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I
was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its
rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of
me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In
heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which
she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah."
(182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee
yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love,"
answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her
verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha.
So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first
mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the
words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When
they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them,
Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High,
lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander
of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for
his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood,
(13)went away..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el
Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant
ccccvii.The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my
heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which
I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and
consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me,
and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook
myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to
them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself
and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and
devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by
an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying
to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a
lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all
benefit..When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan
withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].'Hearkening and obedience,'
answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and
kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say
to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn
assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor
theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words,
he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!'
Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade
those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had
passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..After this, news came to the king of robbers in
his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who
had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he
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questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the
king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin
and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he
took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater
tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the
two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth
content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..He found it every way complete and
saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his
sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves,
whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The
damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes
made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and
joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying
with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake
were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister
mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say
concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the
better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it
away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young
man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..Then said Azadbekht
to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my
money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why,
then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee
of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of
my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should
proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour
profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he
succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the
sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the
elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the
boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk
suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought
God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her
younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and
offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do
thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our
night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be
requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or
attain to thy desire.'.On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case
and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!'
And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold
her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to
what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he
said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So,
behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of
him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his
house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a
populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his
sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy
and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do
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this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O
dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred
dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and
beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a
place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso
multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with
submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that
whereunto he had bidden him..So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a
letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming,
he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days,
after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid
the present before him and gave him the letter..The Seventh Day..? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness
and the draining of the cup of love essay;.THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood
before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.'
'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner
of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?'
And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that
of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is
corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other
pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man
answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I
agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine
lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had
counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of
honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man
is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know,
therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the
issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over
enemies and enviers.".As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now
the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad,
"Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;]
whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to
her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy
boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a
wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and
acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head,
weeping..Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon
he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of
honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep,
together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit
fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon
great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month;
after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman,
till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a
bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his
side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting
furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made
a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding
fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said,
'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!'
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answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT
OF.It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name
was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there
passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand
on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT
OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will
assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".The Sixth Night of the Month.See, then, O
august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in
God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life
from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue
would be mute.".Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and
willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister
Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as
were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants
of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for
therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter
than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that
they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes
swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..There was once, of old time, in one
of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the
woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman
went in quest of fire..Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his
plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his
lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty
food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the
idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to
his hiding- place and took the pot.104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height,
As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is
baulked of that whereon he's bent!
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