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THE MYSTERY OF THE TIGER
Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother
Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit,
whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the
bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one
of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..After this, news came to the king
of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very]
thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his
presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to
our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and
repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death.
Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this
is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he
taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and
she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and
stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she
saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled
in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce
credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to
my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with
me.'.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and
said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous
tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98)
[before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him
worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El
Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was
an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made
her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she
told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green
Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and
the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of
El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an
hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared,
all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that
which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds;
the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently,
up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many
carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne
thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..The company marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and
said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.When
the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but
truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By
Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written
upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and
said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay
thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the
false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and
Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before
thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than
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they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the
man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up
prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk
dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he
proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who
came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused
perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with
saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..The raft fared on with me, running along the
surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing
whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all
creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I
abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I
was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..Hakim (El) bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the
Khalif El Mamoun, iii. 171..51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons' sons, and
when they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one
hand (219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope which
the man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek help of
others against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have
precedence of (224) your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your
need.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after
sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..Caution was the Cause
of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..Young Men,
El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been
assigned him for his coming..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my
say, iii. 36..85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to
him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and
said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my
shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a
draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he
answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she
said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of
the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is
desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which
distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than
this, acquaint me therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with
God incontinent." (119).Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered
and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity
endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished,
by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that
which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten,
after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and
the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou
mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its
ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might
divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of
the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made
none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him,
whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are
with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai
(172) looked at him and said,.99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the
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middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle
dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and
left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..? ? ? ? ? o. The
King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..? ? ?
? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer
who endured before me many a year..145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent
treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other
than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and
questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head
and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he
was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..When the Khalif heard this, her
speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the
book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous
fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.? ? ? ?
? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S
SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped
it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of musk and ambergris.
Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants depictured, never saw eyes
its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she
acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of
his station and gave her that which was with her..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed
his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art
the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a
corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to
her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been
withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and
forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee
together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with
thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing
thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with
splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..Disciple's
Story, The, i. 283..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had
beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's
repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben
[Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten
possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will
make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the
tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to
allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.When the youth had made an end of his story, the king's anger
subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? O ye
who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..King Azadbekht
and his Son, History of, i. 61..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no
answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and
said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it
not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore
meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be
solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in
putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour
and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of]
his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by
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[hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The
king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave
him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their
country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his
daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied
themselves with the affair of the damsel..Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the
Physician Douban iv.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not
his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter
of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.I am filled full of
longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness
after thee..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As
for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an
exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for
him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his
kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of
his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God
(to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory,
and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and
durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth
waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added
the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and
sister.".When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then
he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and
when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all
manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.There was once a
man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved
her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when
he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against
her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this
and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the
goodliest of stuffs.".?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away;
Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous
punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I
am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he
rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed
their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..Then he left beating
him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we
have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore
dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much
do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two
hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs
must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A
hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when
the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the
thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs
must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said,
'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions
amount to more than this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall
I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep
this door.'.29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to
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him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken
thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When
Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his
women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem;
wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep
faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The
Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ?
? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].27. Alaeddin Abou es
Shamat dxx.So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid,
whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my
guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of
this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's
owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her,
"O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained
him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech
God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be
reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of
black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths,
and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a
bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing
other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding
and amazed the wit..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless
wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to
stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a
caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in
that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the
thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At
last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the
boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion,
questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the
thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this
with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do
thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away,
whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried
her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these
of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits,
was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206).So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her,
'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry
me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon
me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and
acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry
me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's
words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier,
whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning
doth pine,.? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..Tuhfet el
Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him
what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them
on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to
work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So
Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed
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him not but half his fill..Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was
dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.Presently, El
Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two
upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will
not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's
house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to
sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee
with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him
and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for
the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in
himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God
the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were
dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city
and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he
fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King
Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..King Shah Bekht
and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou
that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom
is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier
promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.The vizier obeyed the
king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up
to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who
willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been
parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty
and kindness of the king.'.137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was
grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]'
Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her
and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of
the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the
kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping
God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the
excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might
and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.Presently, one of the
slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his
sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the
draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of
laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon
the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution.
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