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THE MER PRINCE ADVENTURES BOOK 1 THE SUNLIT CURSE
So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas,
if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath
levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is
there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and
his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which
he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).? ? ? ? ?
Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the
parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.144. The Lovers of the
Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade
them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One
Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight
and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them
the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to
the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse
and the Flea cli.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.4. The Three
Apples xix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..When
Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he
had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.The
subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a complete
English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have, therefore,
thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show the exact
composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ from one another, together with the manner in which the various
stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the Edition of
which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on which it is begun..Man of Khorassan, his
Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the
foredawns was bent..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder
sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be
not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all
my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of
telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the
next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than
the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he
might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE.
(144).There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht.
He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his
enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's
eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to
arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was
Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house,
(111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with
thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee
unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth
should live for a single hour?".? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain,
iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou
hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv."O king," answered
the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my
side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have
severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth
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the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I
rear..Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the
city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such
a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go
round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is
the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating
and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from
before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And
'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the
world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now
is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered
[his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came
to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This
is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a
lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ?
? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.Ill Effects of
Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the
kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless.
Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He
made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered
the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with
slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came
in to him and finding him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and
sent for the sages and physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth
my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his
malady was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another
palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none
could give him tidings thereof..? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and flow of Fortune's
treacherous tide..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and
they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,'
answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and
if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not
speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he
be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he
said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the
astrologers lied.'.I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story
lxiii.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw
her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I
slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst
thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied,
"I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful
[Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and
go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the
kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than
thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky
insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God
curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..When the Cadi heard this, his colour
changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that
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this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah,
except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not
suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him
down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not
divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress
bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men
nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup
to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on
this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy
and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young
Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the
other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars
of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our
land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive
thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to
him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and
searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth
my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon
the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and
clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise
to come to her on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to
jeer?".? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten
not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is
no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man,
and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she
took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed
she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which
we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing
[fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His
ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein
we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the
poets in the following verse:.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.When the king
heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him
and bade him withdraw to his lodging..Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and
fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily,
all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her lady and
acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another about our death and are
come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up from
her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our breath." So
she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves with the veil
and held their breath..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay
her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body,
after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his
father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till
the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth,
and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth."
Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she
answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would
have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished
from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.They have shut out
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thy person from my sight, iii. 43..107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof
sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the
scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king
fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had
undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore
repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like
wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High
that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.A thief of the thieves of the Arabs
went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a
great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went
away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it],
discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you
to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed
him not..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.? ? ? ? ? His justice and his truth all creatures do embrace; The erring he corrects and those of
wandering mind..? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..So he fell to resorting
daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all
this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and
have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the
diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open
thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so
come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the
counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the
Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she
repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited
him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn
her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall
turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case,
saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou
knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this
again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she
have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the
sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and
to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.The crown of the
flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Shehriyar,
Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man,
tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her
loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl
belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling
slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be
troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ?
? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..King Shehriyar marvelled at
these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the
Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings
and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is
sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him
for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover
her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and
followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them
fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among
cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said
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to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have
opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their
wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his
relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it
compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her
berate..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her,
"Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall
any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up
her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its
fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or
crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of
wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? So shall
we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.Picture, The Prince who
fell in love with the, i. 256..? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad
dcccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this
fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now
Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he
told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show
before the folk..Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..6. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.68. Haroun er
Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare
away!.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting
gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the
month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and
despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the
new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but
betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? a. The First
Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..End of vol.
II..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So
he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone
among bygone peoples), that.Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but
your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this
world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman]
smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam;
whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives.
Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the
promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh
Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion
in me fed..? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but
that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost
comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was
moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said
Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the
Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered
the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will
drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent
his feet [and he fell down senseless]..Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou
Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the
king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth
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the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say,
none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage]
the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst refuse and
eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are
in fashion and in deed..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion
and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest
in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul
was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I
beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".?OF
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