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Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all
who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El
Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode
still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we
return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when
Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am
oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a
dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year
and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and
cast him into another calamity..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the
saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign
of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me
what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the
mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take
up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee
never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art
friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will
abide therein; so take of me its price.".? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a
baggage-train;.Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat
down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou
desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand
dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the
contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the
rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her
master, on deposit..?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused
with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt
him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said,
'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary,
what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no
virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.An if my substance fail, no
one there is will succour me, i. 6..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it
be..77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which
she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However,
she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand
and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its
smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to
him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord
promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will
drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed
thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..?
? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.Love to its
victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my
sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..Officer's Story, The Tenth, ii. 172..? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair
welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the
loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.1. The Merchant and the Genie i.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest
by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor
after she wins it, I ween..Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked
she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee."
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Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?"
"Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went
out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for
thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline,
when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray
and a leather rug..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who
baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our
efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating
themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou
heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour
for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth
that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if
the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".Now thieves had followed him, so they might
rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her.
Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from
these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion.
Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will
expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then
will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..?
? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.Selim abode in the governance, invested with the
sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife]
ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he
appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife
and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of
the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh
branch that had been reared in affluence and content..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.Ye know I'm passion-maddened,
racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires
to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers,
they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so,
and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up
to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I
will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer
counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to
him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems,
for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand
on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.Accordingly, the trooper bought him
a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the
wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth
she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his
wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and
his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but
she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid
thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.'
And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to
her.'.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a
fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her
strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had
done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two
days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and
left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw
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this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other
said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath
mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its
drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to
the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his
haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into
the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and
became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his
haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his
eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under
the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and
overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on
to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her
to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty
and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his
hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction
and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there
passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover,
as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to
white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its
housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen
cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of
cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the
figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be
peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace)
God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we
rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast
taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send
thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..? ? ?
? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil
dcxcr.Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl,
fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor
yet how dear.God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.So he abode in this employ,
till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but
relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were
better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the
measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him,
'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else;
and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself,
'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her
Husband dcccclxxxix.Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein
was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but
would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to
sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and
carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again
drew near unto him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and
old..73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..Quintessence of Things, The King who
knew the, i. 230..Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou
thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh
direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an
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affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our
faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after
which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.On this wise they abode a long while till one
day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great
store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about
on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would
have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying,
"Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".? ? ? ? ?
Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..Then he called for a chest and
bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and
inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped
with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth
from his presence and returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and that
which was with him of servants and attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with her..Quoth the king,
'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with
him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud
behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed
their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a
wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered
of straitness and oppression..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he
sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou
toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so
extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is
past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than
myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my
lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two
Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him
an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give
ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage
and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our
excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite
thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my
house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of
God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of
thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and
he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is
my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him,
"Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my
story.'.Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about
him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger
appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew
not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his
anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O
Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake
I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then
they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but
El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to
the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept
and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so
her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go
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away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.When the evening
evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he
said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.The dealer stood at her head
and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"].
Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell
her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her
name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of
fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast
him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who
biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this
merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to
thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the
pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223)
Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.As he and his
father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to
turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them
wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of
jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like
for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir,
whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with
stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me
a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of
time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he
would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my
presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever
the soul can absent be..? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor
Folk cccclxiv.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of
thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears
straightway mine eyes were fraught;.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin
dxxxii.The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to
them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye
assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they
laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What
maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?"
"And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I
ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as
he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the
following verses:.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with
softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone!
Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight.."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a
great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his
friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms
and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth
and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war
upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking
one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.? ?
? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife,
acquainted her with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven
hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had
broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O
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indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to
discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the
story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the
old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this
man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause
[of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may
well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and
he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and
marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most
abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.108. Ali ben Tahir and
the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered,
'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace
thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my
trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in
aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will
make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days
after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld
her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw
and heard.'.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.87. The Lovers of the
Benou Tai dclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..When
came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and
obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the
excellence of his composition and his frankness, and he said in himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he
rose forthright and saying to Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the
palace of the Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place
where Aboulhusn could not see him..38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.At this I trembled and replied,
'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or otherwise, I am like
to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have no jot of inclination
left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last; whereat he marvelled
exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there betided that which hath
betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my letter to the King of
Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and courtesy.' And I
answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed,
what shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to
him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him;
whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together,
till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for
drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded,"
answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen
down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I
am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them
therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".? ? ? ? ?
His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el
Culoub and, ii. 203..So we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat
I marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and
bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave
who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went
in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah,"
answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause
of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By
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Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou
sawest me in the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me,
'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money."
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