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Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with

the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan,

and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they

gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they

prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan

overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King

Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who

is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and

carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who

slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of

gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye

would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange

us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you

say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a

transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?" And the first make

answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to

slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say,

"Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not

bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys

answered, 'We will say this.'.So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady,

what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O

my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented

not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have

changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine

ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the

sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with

them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and

acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..100. The Rogueries of

Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in

rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go

round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he

said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her

deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with

him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of

affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round

about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him

they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.[When the king returned to his palace,] he

went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the

youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king

said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head

liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and

acquainted her with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had

been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils,

all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.Hardly had we settled ourselves in

the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one

passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they

turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were

uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto
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God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.? ?

? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things

passing fine,.19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn cclxxxvi.So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back,

went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted

her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he

answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had

foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and

sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when

the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and

clapped a tarboush on his head..I seated myself amiddleward the saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven

naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my

handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind

me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was, and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and

were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were

diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your

comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them,

he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have

caught.'.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by

Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went

on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she;

and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper

and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us

a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and

fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..After

that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and

jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as

they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them

in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw

her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am

resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen.

Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I

fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be

assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy

shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to

slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.So Aamir took the water-skin and

made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt

thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a

wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and

carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am

a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil,

those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We

would fain see him, my friend and I.".? ? ? ? ? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless

wight..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief

of the Boulac Police cccxliv.157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor

dccclxxxvi.Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the

husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in

company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for

their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the

husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and

learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured
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before me many a year..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced

him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O

Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the

Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten

food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and

indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful

are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be

safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man,

"[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God,"

answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she

said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me

this.".41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down

from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth

may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him,

'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what

land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till

he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was

going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content

[to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.SINDBAD THE SAILOR

AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to

him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will

carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see

profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a

thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they

stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him,

and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now

restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By

Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry

him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND

THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who entered; and

when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth

in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The Khalif was

amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth in the

sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but he credited not the

eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I know

not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee and give

thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O Protector, (250)

let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon

he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.The Eleventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me;

when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..Sharper, Story of the Old, ii.

187..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might

make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants

came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of

his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had

seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair,

so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father

and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.So she made ready and

setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now

the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her

and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his
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clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he

was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the

case]..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal

their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that

which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time

they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the

crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the

amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his

two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the

Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou

fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii.

255..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared

to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the

midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked

and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to

drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to

him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..When they came to themselves, they wept awhile

and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other

who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and

said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed

with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he

may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the

folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between

them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give

me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said,

'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my

secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou

tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad

him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe,

departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he

entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the like..Endowed with amorous

grace past any else am I, ii 253..? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? The

camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..100. The Lovers of the Benou

Tai ccccx.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not

compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves

before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in

sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on

thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth

and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and

see them all athirst for thy blood?".Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof;

so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward

than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that

assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward

and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed

unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the

utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the

tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might

hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the

following verses:.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..?OF THE ADVANTAGES

OF PATIENCE..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh
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me to slay..Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of the doughtiest

of the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the

news of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready

for departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are

gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of

the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the

mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear

unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy

service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money

and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of

El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth

to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who

would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some

default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.'

'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a

thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said

to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen

to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she

said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with

repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never,

whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her

like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter

and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..5.

Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to

him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the

spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his

army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with

this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of

learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah,

then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment

and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came

out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in

God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who

had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had

befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest

thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He

[alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and

repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their

intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and

gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the

shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but

[trusting] in His aid.'.Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the

sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set

me in your houses, high and low;.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.Most like a wand of emerald my

shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had

confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of

sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew

her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I

required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the

townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying
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of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? So be thou

kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i.

61..? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and

she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in

every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst

have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the

princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three

days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the

Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me

will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye."

Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..?THE KING'S

SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..? ? ? ? ? b.

The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and

ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go

from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons,

who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while

God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his

wronged and envied vizier.".? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..?OF

CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..So he abode in this

employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor

overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due;

so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the

grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he

said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and

what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the

merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering

myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to

exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which

kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached

me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting

than all that hath been told to you.".So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be

confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew

the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with

this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi,

"A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with

him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood,

for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..So saying, he sprang to his feet

and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them,

whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left

that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth

of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which

had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND

OUR LORD JESUS.."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh

saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this

judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the following

verses:.44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.'

'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I

seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they

come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath

slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all
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honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So

is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to

whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that

which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him,

with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is

he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose

Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her

cruelty, so fair she is and proud..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again

through a Dream dcxliv.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of the coming in of the folk,

gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of accord that they should

speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the youth to death]. So they said

to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and

governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul

deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou hearest his speech and thou

knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..65. The Loves of the

Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he

saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his

wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him

to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him

grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..121. The Devout

Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and

fear..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to

the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous

and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced

and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the

decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and

released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High,

the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered

he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none

in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him;

so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he

had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El

Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE

LOCUST..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of

him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and

thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the

morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to

condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting

chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as

follows:.Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my

heart with dreariment..Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he

summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five

of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over

each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning

their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but

came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and

horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at

them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these

are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him

and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose
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and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS.

(41).NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her

sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me!

Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother,

how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had

reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady

Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came

to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to

her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath

befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".Relief, Story of the

Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a

stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou

complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God

the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou

come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of

God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the

city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..With this the

king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up

with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El

Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed

from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that

the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and

they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one

night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in

question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he

entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..6. Story of the

Hunchback cii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.?THE SECOND

OFFICER'S STORY.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he

loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk,

he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said,

'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he

called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be

handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and

his colour changed..Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had

passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again

burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary

story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and

nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in

wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from

that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up

their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that

his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i.

265..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..Now this island is under

the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island,

stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of

jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its

streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are

such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after

great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry

this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.Presently, the king [of the city]
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was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat

for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered

concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in

thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of

the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old

man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to

bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..His father rejoiced in him

with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the

boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father

put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned

horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly

and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers.

From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his

native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story

(238) cxxi.Then her case changed and her colour paled; and when Shefikeh saw her mistress in this plight, she repaired to her mother and told her

that the lady Mariyeh refused meat and drink. "Since when hath this befallen her?" asked the queen, and Shefikeh answered, "Since yesterday;"

whereat the queen was confounded and betaking herself to her daughter, that she might enquire into her case, found her as one dead. So she sat

down at her head and Mariyeh opened her eyes and seeing her mother sitting by her, sat up for shamefastness before her. The queen questioned her

of her case and she said, "I entered the bath and it stupefied me and weakened me and left an exceeding pain in my head; but I trust in God the

Most High that it will cease.".Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the

merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the

Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and

knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the

sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had

given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen

him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living.
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