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So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint

of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty

of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the

wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute

and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded

Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor

did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..? ? ? ? ? c. The

Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.The Breslau Edition, which was printed from a Manuscript of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One

Night alleged to have been furnished to the Editor by a learned Arab of Tunis, whom he styles "Herr M. Annaggar" (Qu?re En Nejjar, the

Carpenter), the lacunes found in which were supplemented from various other MS. sources indicated by Silvestre de Sacy and other eminent

Orientalists, is edited with a perfection of badness to which only German scholars (at once the best and worst editors in the world) can attain. The

original Editor, Dr. Maximilian Habicht, was during the period (1825- 1839) of publication of the first eight Volumes, engaged in continual and

somewhat acrimonious (223) controversy concerning the details of his editorship with Prof. H. L. Fleischer, who, after his death, undertook the

completion of his task and approved himself a worthy successor of his whilom adversary, his laches and shortcomings in the matter of revision and

collation of the text being at least equal in extent and gravity to those of his predecessor, whilst he omitted the one valuable feature of the latter's

work, namely, the glossary of Arabic words, not occurring in the dictionaries, appended to the earlier volumes..All this, O my brother,' continued

the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may

God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained

baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath

redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him

and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily,

thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk

redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By

Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and

find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.When the

morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what

is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will

not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither,

'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes

and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who

believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".79. The Devout

Prince dclxiv.There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot

and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he

would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he

knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot

that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot

and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it

was..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.The Seventh

Day..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.?OF DESTINY OR

THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231.."There was once a man of

Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's

eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and

to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his

father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of

improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out

on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..After a few days, his brother returned

and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause

of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but
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they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had

befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way

a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all

this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after

she had circumvented the Afrit..As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in

himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion

had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts,

went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and

cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold,

entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the

Poor Old Man dcccxcii.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were!

ii. 96.Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and

life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of

Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.When the prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath

befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect

thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the

shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much

hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing

out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I

will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".? ? ? ?

? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.Hawk and the Locust, The,

ii. 50..When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she

snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the

like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning,

more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance

lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the

Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my

heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..When it was the

seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy

long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?"

The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him,

"Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can

be no forgiveness for thee.".97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid ccccvii.? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and

baffle me?.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor

ever the soul can absent be..'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of

considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As

for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a

parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the

water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on

thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his

bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he

loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good

counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan

sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king

accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an

oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the

morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to

all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the

steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i.

50..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..? ? ? ?
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? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE

MERCHANT AND THE KING..The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great company,

bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels and other

hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls

and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before

her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to

him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She

consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White

Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father,

on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid

no heed unto any of one them..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade

decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of

the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the

young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!

Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El

Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the

prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they

set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had

abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El

Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity.."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied

Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank

Wife dccclxii.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which

she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up

to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the

Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the

light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth.

They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs

aforesaid..When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show

them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the

palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she

[made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without

the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over

going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had

befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring

back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit

her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her,

he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade

one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We

are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.So she hastened to admit the

eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in

haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her

chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch.

'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but

he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered

the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will

enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in

himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing

and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the

Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the

river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went.
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Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206)

Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile,

knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was

confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought

me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands

of these women will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old

crowded about me, running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came

my wife and seeing me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew

me, they rejoiced and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me;

and when I told them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this

woman and this device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and

his, i. 301..When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode

days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?"

"O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death."

Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the

damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and

these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on

it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention

his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear

somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other

than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".When they came to the

palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make

proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and

them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut

himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which

were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and

dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her

younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell

me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie

each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister

Dinarzad.".Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him

for whom I sigh..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy

like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to

me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence

imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this

cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and

tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the

first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.Old

Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.The Eight Night of the Month.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and

Curret el Ain ccccxiv.On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I

knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and

sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek

me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was

clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I

entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm."

Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history

and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How

should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long

going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get

the better of him.".Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of
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sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for

thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this

eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".Thy letter

reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the

well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art

thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me."

Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and

when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest

thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir

signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".Thy presence

honoureth us and we, i. 13..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the

citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the

[other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased

not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night,

and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over

walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his

night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his

case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him

and brought him off alive..? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..As for King El Aziz, he

lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such

wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for

his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and

gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor;

wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and

eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him

presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and

prosperous of lives..Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to

thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend

[such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me

more."'.Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at

his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat

for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This

Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of

you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou

Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed

one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The

King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to

me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply,

"By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent

a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.82. The Ignorant Man

who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas

swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on

her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and

perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her,

"O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and

taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.When the townsfolk saw

this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue

of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart

from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High,

that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave
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not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build

over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His

perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her

prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all

countries..? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.There

was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty

Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the

Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was

passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his

ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and

greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and

baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those

who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the

police of the town.'.'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of

Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he

said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and

make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind

of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his

soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my

mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like

of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his

mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el

Welid dclxx.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's

purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of

her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul

was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I

know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a

bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much

money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet

and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the

Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to

her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to

thee.'.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..? ? ? ? ? h.

The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art

indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from

thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with

any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off

morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and

potash (16) and they washed their hands..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with

child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and

down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..As

for the woman, whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in

woman's attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till

she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and

deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom and

renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his palace.

Now they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity

and devotion to the worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth

and he loveth her.'.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs

and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three
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days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of

emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself

by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return

to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a

present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I

hear and obey.'.? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me

to slay..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What

seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell

a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather

about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all

upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found

myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in

God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I

reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So

I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I

reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my story..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my

frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance

nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood

before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we

avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the

soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets

and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it

was neither burden nor grievance to them..Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king

threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel

was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?'

Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her

beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding

compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide

here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most

High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of

thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men

with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the

middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the

captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman

and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of

its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took

shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My

house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn,

in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou

wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her

be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and

apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the

slave opened and took her in with him..Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without

peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53.
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