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One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one."
Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat
piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them
somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl,
whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she
knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my
dwelling.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".?
? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty knight,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The
King's Son and the Ogress xv.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who was, i.
293..So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.'
Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I
know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer
took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said,
'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems,
after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of
service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I
do with the like of this fellow?'.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.All who were present were delighted
and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and
making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most
of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes
and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and
danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance,
and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of
slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that
he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was
empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac
himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with
a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an
exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at
unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate
and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the
young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am
content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons
cccclxxv.Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which
he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her
slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of
riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her
hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening
and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.Presently,
there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the
spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman
arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so
the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest
of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the river..Officer's
Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the
[self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the
other; and the merchant said,.? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman great with
child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her] delivery, she gave
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birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her
cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119).THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE
HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him,
"Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to
him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not."
Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his
case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him
that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off
his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the
king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and
fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with
us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw
him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son
repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's
admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon
as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the
surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that
which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was
vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..So he sat down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi,
that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered
him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and]
he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in
himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him
perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled
and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one
case [and stirred not]..? ? ? ? ? t. The two Pigeons dxcvii.Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused
themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went
away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those
who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had
caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered,
she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then
she sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me
consent..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..Then they drank till they were
drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of
thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I
said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his
beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So
I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the
doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?"
And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay
thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his
occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou
wilt.".Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not
the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn
away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was
keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen
through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot
against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us;
wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge
and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this
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land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from
the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..144. The Lovers of the
Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he
became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which
they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by
sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in
an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which
he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it
up again, as it was..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.She abode awaiting
him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an
exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When
it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor
was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..?
? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses
their trail..36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's
house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly
blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs,
but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi,
'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide,
when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he
summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my
house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong
the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves?
Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is
not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and
now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".It befell one day that he entered a certain city
and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and
entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long
while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he
betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and
borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the
deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give
it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,'
rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their
affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..When the king heard his
vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and
his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the
thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it
but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked
with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He
bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the
horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto
that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and
his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's
Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she
turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it
were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan
the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and
men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the
Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who
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avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them
[without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me
a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet
es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me
[for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will
restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and
that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring
thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang
the following verses:.When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall
overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.'
Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup,
to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my
trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which
is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers
and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people,
all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.97. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslin ben el Welid
ccccvii.When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him
but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged.
By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written
upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and
said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay
thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the
false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who
saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's
case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife
forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman,
going up and coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of
her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.As I
sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with
him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed
her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering,
found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising,
entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him
(115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among
them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this
and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of
the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up
prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to
their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs
dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the
chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is
none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst,
with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour,
donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et
Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath
commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this
from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty
calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes,
reproach me not, I pray..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's
hate..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a
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place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the
lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings
and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from
beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man,
depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself
to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye
are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he
were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his
father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's
child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself
into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the
damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut
his throat and would have severed his windpipe..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know
that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and
eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a
clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master
admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he
had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who
knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the
barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I
refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon
I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy
house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I
might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to
see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it),
go saying, in my fear.When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness
of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the
elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the
goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of
El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and
delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that
which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the
strings..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..Then said she
to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false
accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to
the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord
with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his
sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou
didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been
afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..On like wise, O king,"
continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth
against me.".When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went
in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and
they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left
singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my
heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had
stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But
she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.Then
Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment;
whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy
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clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her
lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy
justification against her." (22).? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in
dreams I lay?.There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out
to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they
abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my
house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels;
and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and
offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my
sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not
truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..So the vizier returned to the king and said
to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel
should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had
taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the
king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..So he sat
down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down
on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide
world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour
transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".Mariyeh opened the mantle,
and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah,
O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him
and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:."Forget him," quoth
my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a
certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure,
and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were
going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid
hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place;
wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..? ? ? ? ? q.
The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to
stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou
hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the
pref'rence aye, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal
line..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii.
230..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.Now
the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the
writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing
apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold
upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God
answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's
children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to
me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories,
wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance
will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that
indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's
officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon
the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the
woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the
occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would
never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of
years and lives, upon you ever wait!.97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? One of the host am
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I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.After this, the authorities
compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour with the
Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till,
one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The
deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock
at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself
thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who
had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of
[that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags
and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to
it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.'
However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".? ?
? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand
Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the
tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my
Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the
particulars in which they differ from one another, together with the manner in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are
distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics
and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on which it is begun.
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