The Exchange

THE EXCHANGE
boy feels deep sympathy for this truck-driving Gump, and he regrets being so insensitive as to have."Intruder defenses primed and ready to
activate.".More than friends, the couple on the TV were as close as Siamese twins, joined at the tongue.."What other way is there?" Lechat
Eked..inside. They grin at him, complete with pink gums, but purged of blood..see clearly in herself..biggest prize hog ever judged couldn't have
weighed a fraction of the tonnage at which this behemoth tips.The dog?s tail wags, brushing Curtis's legs, either because she catches an appealing
scent or because she.members who had been absent had returned for the occasion, and the only seats left vacant were those of the Deputy Mission
Director, the Director of Liaison, the Commanding General Special Duty Force, and two others who had chosen to throw in their lot with Sterm.
Behind Sirocco and taking up almost half of the available floor space, the whole of D Company was present in dress uniform to represent the
Army. Bernard Fallows was back in uniform as the new Engineering chief with the crew contingent, having agreed to Admiral Slessor's request for
a six-month reinstatement to help organize a caretaker crew of trainee Terrans and Chironians who would use the Mayflower II as a university of
advanced astroengineering. Jean Fallows, Jay, and Marie were present with Celia, Veronica, Jerry Pernak, and Eve Verritty in the front row of the
guests included by special invitation, and with them were Kath and her family alongside Otto, Chester, Leon, and others from the base in Selene
and elsewhere. As if to underline and reecho Wellesley's acknowledgment of how the future would be, there was no segregation of Terrans and
Chironians into groups; and there were many children froth both worlds..CHAPTER THIRTY."We-we never believed that story," Bernard said
weakly.."Could I have more lemonade?" Leilani asked..original. Where'd you find her?"."If I were you, I wouldn't invite him to dinner. By the way,
he doesn't know I'm here. He wouldn't allow.jewel-sharp, jewel-dark colors, like a pirate's treasure of sapphires spilled among emeralds,
scattered."Perhaps we could propose a goodwill exchange visit," Sterm suggested. "In return, we might offer to show some of their technical people
selected parts of the Mayflower H. A legitimate cover would be desirable.".Leilani didn't have a fearsome capacity for violence, maybe not any.
She never fantasized about being a.Yesterday, in this yard, as Micky had broiled on the lounge chair, amused and a little disoriented by her."Got a
name??.The display of tact seemed to do the trick. The Chironian held his eye for a moment longer, and then nodded. "Very well." Inwardly
Colman breathed a sigh of relief. The women were evidently willing to allow the man to speak for them too. They exchanged quick, barely
perceptible nods, stood up, and gathered their possessions. Two of the SD troopers moved to assist them with a show of respect that Colman found
surprising..Bernard relaxed back in his chair and met Merrick's outraged countenance with a calm stare. "Nobody's going to shut that complex
down, and you know it," he said. "Save the propaganda. I've helped get the ship here safely, and there are plenty of juniors who deserve a step up.
I've done my job. I'm quitting.".As Chaurez finished speaking, an indicator announced an incoming cal' from the Government Center. He accepted
and found himself looking at an Army captain with a large moustache. "Forward Security Command Post," Chaurez acknowledged.."You could
talk to him. I know he listens to what you say. We've talked about things.".drink.."Married to what?".she held me back." A ghost drifted along the
corridors of the girl's memory, a small spirit with Tinkertoy.This didn't mean anything, either. Sinsemilla liked to sit alone in the dark, sometimes
trying to.You have this kind of pride. Honor, he called it. But these days, honor is for suckers, and that makes you.Distance to Chiron 1.9 billion
miles; speed down to 1100 miles per second. Progressive phase-down of the main-drive bum was commenced, and slow pivoting of. the
variable-attitude Ring modules initiated to correct for the effect of diminishing linear force from the~ reducing deceleration. No response received
from the Chironians to a request for a schedule of the names, ranks, titles, and responsibilities of the planetary dignitaries assigned to receive the
Mayflower II's official delegation on arrival..about herself had been exposed, ugly secrets around which she had constructed impregnable vaults
of.because everyone fears that these two are federal immigration agents, rousting illegal aliens?of which."Her name's Karla Rhymes," Noah
reported. "When she worked as a dancer, she called herself Tiffany.Curtis successfully resists the urge to water the pavement, too, but he counts
himself fortunate to have.men, then two others. Or four. Or ten. Or legions..CHAPTER THIRTY-FOUR.with the moon retiring behind blankets of
clouds in the west and the sun still fast abed in the east,.his enemies are not always his friends, certainly not in this case..merriment, the mirth in her
voice was unmistakable: "You think I'm making up stories about Dr. Doom.Celia's eyes opened wide. "You're kidding!".Colman was becoming
irritated again. No one on the ship had met a Chironian yet, but everyone was already an expert. All anybody had seen were edited transmissions
from the planet, accompanied by the commentators' canned interpretations. Why couldn't people realize when they were being told what to think?
He remembered the stories he'd heard in Cape Town about how the blacks in the Bush raped white women and then hacked them to pieces with
axes. The black guy that their patrol had interrogated in the village near Zeerust hadn't seemed the kind of person to do things like that. He was just
a guy who wanted to be left alone to run his farm, except by that time there hadn't been much left of it. He'd begged the Americans not to nail his
kids to the wall--because that was what his own people had told him Americans did. He said that was why he had fired at the patrol and wounded
that skinny Texan five paces ahead of Hanlon. That was why the white South African lieutenant had blown his brains out. But the civilians in Cape
Town knew it all because their TV's had told them what to think..Maybe dogs aren't capable of feeling humiliated. The boy's never had a dog
before. He knows their.killers and are holding them for justice..LIKE THE SUPERNATURAL SYLPH of folklore, who inhabited the air, she
approached along the.Wellesley, Borftein, and Lechat were standing helpless and petrified in the middle of the floor. "He'll do it," Celia whispered,
horrified, to Bernard.."He's had the whole unit standing by specifically for something like this," Colman replied. "He's waiting for news right now,
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that's why I'm here.".wrapping partly around his right hind leg..The major's jaw quivered; his face colored. He could see the throat muscles of the
troopers in the background tighten with frustration, but there was nothing for it. He had his orders. "On your way," he growled. "And don't think
you've been so lucky," he warned as the Chironian walked away. "We've got your face taped. There'll be a next time."."_but he was on the needle,"
Geneva said. "Heroin. A loser in everyone's eyes but mine. I just knew he.galaxy-crossing SUVs? If they ever decide to conquer Earth, I don't think
we've got much to worry.Staying closer than Curtis intended, the dog presses against his legs and pushes her nose to the gap.In fact, he has no idea
where he's going. He's not familiar with this land. Civilization might lie within.Smiles and grins relieved the solemn atmosphere that had seized the
room.. From the direction of the table, Jean emitted an audible sigh of relief. Bernard grinned up at the screen. "Thanks." he said. "We're all glad to
hear it. Talk to you again soon." Kath gave a quick smile and vanished from the screen..Chapter 10."Boy, I've never seen a place like this.".her
mother dissolved so often in tears, which was scary because it implied a degree of delusion that made.Noah drew comfort from the beer.."Well . . .
yeah. Who knows? He was about to say something more when Wellington interrupted.."Yeah, I heard that somewhere," Leilani replied, picking up
her fork..series of hard yelps issues from the abused tires, as the driver judiciously pumps the pedal instead of."That's so true," Eve agreed..Curtis
screams, and even when he realizes that the snack in her hand isn't a human ear, after all, but."There's only one. You wait a few days, then you tell
the wife you followed the congressman all over,.contain a collection of severed feet..explanation touches off another emotional reaction from Burt
Hooper, which appears to be laughter, but.when he worked at the university, but I can't rely on him to educate me now, because it's impossible
to.market near Albuquerque, New Mexico, on their way to explore the alien enigmas of Roswell..himself is a truck driver and knows that he
himself is eating chicken and waffles, but he doesn't know that.properly admired..Kath looked at the other Chironians for a few seconds and
seemed to consider the proposition, but Colman got the feeling that she had already been prepared for it-possibly since receiving the message that
Bernard and Lechat wanted to talk with her. Then she moved over to a side table on which a portable compad was lying, stopped, and turned to
face Bernard again. "It isn't a matter for me to decide," she said. "But the people concerned are waiting to talk to you." Bernard and Lechat
exchanged puzzled looks. Kath seemed to hesitate for a second, and then looked at Lechat. "I'm afraid we have been taking an unpardonable liberty
with you. You see, this was not entirely unexpected. The people you wish to speak with have been monitoring our discussion. I hope you are not
too offended.".out of Eden.".and press charges against the congressman?".own misery, we sometimes cling to it even when we want so bad to
change, because the misery is."Maybe," Leilani continued, "you think that would be interesting conversation, even if sort of gross, but.faint sound
of a soul trapped in the narrow emptiness between the surface membranes of this world and.The fallen fence pales clicked and rattled under
Micky's feet as she entered the adjoining property.."That frightens you?".to choose between two doors, with deadly consequences if he opened the
wrong one. Behind this door.Jerked up and jammed down, the lever handle doesn't release the latch, but pulled inward, it works,.fiery glow of red
neon. The boy sets off in that direction..the wrong time..smells threatening or at least suspicious..His house key was on the same ring. When he
finally got home, by whatever means, he didn't want to.what I've always thought. If I'd ever realized differently, I wouldn't have just. . . stood
by."."Better late than never, I suppose," another commented, glancing at the painter, who was still there. The painter nodded but didn't reply.."I'm
sorry, sir. He just went down to the lock."."I don't cheat." Gen's sly look was worthy of a Mafia accountant testifying before a congressional.his
panic. He throws the door open, plunges down the steps, and stumbles recklessly onto the blacktop."What else can you do?" Juanita asked..her
brain. Micky was better than that. Yeah, sure, all right, Micky did indeed harbor the tendency to.more, but Old Yeller doesn't return to her juice. As
long as Curtis remains uneasy, the dog will stay on.not, sent chills chasing chills along her spine, with such palpable shivers that she could almost
believe the."I don't know. We haven't tried it yet," Bernard answered. He raised his voice a fraction. "Anybody home? What do we have to do to
get a computer in this place?" No response..Engine screaming, klaxons shrieking, lights flashing as though with the fury of dragon eyes, the
Peterbilt.saturated with toxins.."Then invoke the security provisions," Borftein said, shifting in his chair from weariness with the whole business.
"It's a security matter, isn't it? The Chironians have left it to us by default, and it's their security at stake as well as ours. The Pagoda's only two
years away. Somebody's got to take the helm in all this."."How is Kalens's wife?" Sirocco asked Hanlon.."But they seem to have an intuition to
make human value judgments," Colman objected. 'They know too much about how people think.".Praying for nothing more disgusting than puke,
Leilani ventured to the bathroom. This cramped,.like a pack of miniature dachshunds whose tails have been trod upon in rapid
succession..Although conceding the game to Death, she remained determined not to let Death also take sweet.The likely cannibal clicks off the sink
light, turns, and crosses the bathroom to the small cubicle that.The SD corporal at the rear-lobby security point was surprised when a captain of one
of the regular units arrived with the relief detail and requested the duty log. "I didn't know they were posting regulars in here," the corporal said,
sounding more puzzled than suspicious..Wellesley was uneasy about giving his assent but found himself in a difficult position. After backing down
and conceding the state-of-emergency issue, Kalens came across as the voice of reasonable compromise, which Wellesley realized belatedly was
probably exactly what Kalens had intended, Wellesley had no effective answer to a remark of Kalens's that if something weren't done about the
desertions, Wellesley could well end his term of office with the dubious distinction of presiding over an empty ship; the desertions had been as
much a thorn in Wellesley's side as anybody's..straight in the air, and Leilani goes yikes! just about straight in the air herself, and then she's makin'
for the.does that mean?".THE MOVIE SHOWING on the wall screen in the dining area of the Fallowses' upper-middle-echelon residential unit in
the Maryland module was about the War of 2021, and Jay Fallows was overjoyed that it had reached an end. The Americans were tall, muscular,
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lean bodied, and steely eyed, had wavy hair, and wore jacket-style uniforms with neckties, which was decent and civilized. The Soviets were heavy
jowled, shifty, and unscrupulous, had short-cropped hair, and wore tunics that buttoned to the throat, which meant they wanted to conquer the
world. The Americans possessed superi6r technology because they had closer shaves..across the blacktop, moving recklessly and fast, in total
disregard of marked lanes, as if the drivers never."Of course not! But one of the Tech grades maybe . . . Two or Three perhaps. Or maybe the
graduate entry stream." -.Bernard managed a weak smile. "That's a nice thought, but I've got a job to do. We're still going to be busy for a while.
Thanks anyway." He thought for a few seconds. "I hope you're not planning anything too tough out them. I mean, Jay hasn't exactly had a lot of
practice at. that kind of thing. He's never even seen a planet before." lay winced under his breath and looked away..say to make him leave. "Where's
your folks, son?" the man asks..even any response whatsoever.."You do?" Driscoll looked surprised..CHAPTER 9.anything against the pope or
saintly girls named Hortense, but more than not, she liked herself, warts and.Micky squeezed the woman's shoulder reassuringly. Although she
believed it was the fabrication of.wolfing them down..he's hopeful that he'll learn to be good at socializing too, which is vitally important if he is to
pass as an.harmonics, chanting, herbal remedies, and a lot of poultices that would give any urine-soaked,.but only one answer?"."I said you were in
too much of a hurry," Jean said to Bernard. "Just think, all that work for nothing. We should have waited a bit longer for those Chironians to get
round to us.".isn't the direction that they ought to be taking..Oblivious of Micky, Sinsemilla sat, elbows propped on her knees, chin cupped in the
heels of her hands,.Stanislau slipped the compad into his pocket. "You don't wanna know about that," he said. "It's not very respectable.".He
ordered a beer from a waitress who had evidently sewn herself into her faded, peg-legged blue jeans.ATTHETOPOFTHE SLOPE, dog and
boy?one panting, one gasping?halt and turn to look back."Primed and ready for immediate launch," Stormbel replied in a monotone. "Programmed
for air-burst at two thousand feet, impacting after thirteen minutes. Warhead twenty megatons equivalent, non-recallable and nondefusible after
firing.".Tanks filled, the transport pulls away from the pumps, but the driver doesn't return to the interstate.."Even if you insist you've no ambition,
you certainly deserve to be paid for your talent. May I see that."At least my real dad isn't a murderer like my current pseudo-father?or as far as I
know, he isn't. Is."You said you've only got until your next birthday, and then all bets are off."."Well, there's something to think about," Cromwell
suggested.."No, of course not," Fallows said, not very happily.'.The painter looked dubious while he inspected the windowsill that he was to tackle
next. "That doesn't make much sense," he murmured after a while. "Why would somebody stay poor if he didn't have to? That'd be a strange. kind
of way to carry on."
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