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THE ETERNAL COMING
that had stuck to her skin..As he drove out of the market parking lot, Bobby said, "The congressman is zwieback.".combing this part of the West in
close coordination with the cowboys, then these FBI agents must also."Why should you be nice to people who are acting like they're trying to take
over your ship?'.In the Mayflower II's Communications Center, Borftein, Wellesley, and the others who had been coordinating activities all over
the ship and down on the surface watched and listened tensely as pandemonium poured from the screens around them, Spacesuited figures were
cartwheeling away from the mangled remains of one feeder ramp, and the exposed interiors of the cupolas at the ends of the others; all showed
battle damage and one of them was partly blown away. They were disgorging weapons, debris, and equipment in all directions while soldiers in
suits hung everywhere in helpless tangles of safety lines. "Launch every personnel carrier, service pod, ferry, and anything else that's ready to go,"
Borftein snapped to one of his staff. "Get them from Vandenberg or anywhere else you have to. I want every one of those men picked up. Peterson,
tell Admiral Slessor to have every available shuttle brought up to flight readiness in case we have to evacuate the ship. And find out how many
more we can get up here from Canaveral.".is snared on a low cactus, crying out involuntarily as the sharp spines prickle through the sock on his
right.ear-to-ear electrocution, because that'll leave me alone with my pseudofather.".After a hesitation, Leilani said, "Dr. Doom says he's had this
vision that we'll both be healed by.hat, meant as a sign of respect to ladies and other upstanding citizens, and at last he goes inside..candles..Lechat
pursed his lips for a second, and then nodded curtly. "It do it," he said simply. He averted his eyes for a moment longer, and then looked across at
Celia. The others had read, the same thing and followed his gaze, knowing what they were asking her to do. Colman could see the torment in her
eyes as she looked back at Lechat. After all that had happened, she would have to leave the safety and security of Franklin to return to Phoenix,
from there to the shuttle base, and then all the way back up to the Mayflower II. There was no other way..what he believes. Every hour of survival
will bring him closer to ultimate freedom, and each new sunrise.Stanislau entered more commands. A different table of information appeared on
the screen. "SD guard details and timetable for posts inside the Columbia District tonight," Stanislau said. They would refrain from doing anything
to that one until the last moment.."On the contrary, Mr. Sterm, they understand the same language that people everywhere speak," Chester said.
"We will deal with them in the same way that we have already dealt with you."."Anything to publicize what we've said . . . broadcast the facts at
Phoenix and up at the Mayflower II over Chironian communications beams. At least some of the population would hear it . . . the word would soon
be spread. . . , I don't know . . . whatever would bring word to the mod people in the shortest time for greatest effect.".about a confrontation, and if
what Pernak was beginning to glimpse of the Chironians was anything to go by, then that faction might well be in for some nasty surprises. That
didn't worry Pernak so much as the thought that a lot of people stood to get hurt in the process. Knowing what he now knew, he felt he couldn't
allow himself just to sit by on the sidelines and leave things to take such a course..waited neither a lady nor a tiger, but an altogether unique
specimen. Leilani would have preferred the.wasn't hiding the booze from Geneva; her aunt knew that she enjoyed a drink before bed? and that
she.much of the meager landscaping drooped wearily under the scorching sun and the rest appeared to be.Noah pressed STOP on the remote
control. "There's only more of the same." He took the videotape.CHAPTER 9.A line of dim light frosted the carpet under the door that lay directly
ahead. No light, however, was."Fear implies respect," Leilani said..Battle Module.-."Maybe I'm not," he said, although the word maybe issued
from him without conscious intention, "but my.he considers but discards. At last, a flashlight..steel and railroad ties, automobile transports,
slat-sided trailers carrying livestock, tankers full of gasoline,.lone defender of the castle, ceaselessly prowling the ramparts, at war with the world.
But a constant state.on past experience, she made the logical assumption that it wasn't here; as a much younger girl, she had.Merrick drew a long
breath, and his expression became grave. "Mmm

Walters. That brings me to the other thing I have to tell you," he said in a heavy voice. "Officer

Walters is no longer with us. He and his family disappeared from Cordova Village two days ago and have not been 'heard of since. He failed to
report for duty yesterday. We must assume that he has absconded. He shook his head sadly. "Disappointing, Fallows, most disappointing. I credited
him with more character.".It's impregnable, Colman thought to himself as he lay prone behind a girder mounting high up in the shadows at the back
of the antechamber and studied the approaches to the lock. The observation ports overlooking the- area from above and to the sides could command
the whole place -with overlapping fields of fire, and no doubt there were automatic or remote-operated defenses that were invisible. True, there was
plenty of cover for the first stages of an assault, but the final rush -would be suicidal - - and probably futile since the lock doors looked strong
enough to stop anything short - of a tactical missile. And he was beginning to doubt if the demolition squad suiting up to go outside farther back in
the Hexagon would be able to do much good since the external approaches to the module would almost certainly be covered just as effectively; he
knew how the minds that designed things like this worked~."The congressman has a nice sense of humor."."For now," Sterm added. "The rest
comes later.".Micky couldn't remember the last time that she'd been rendered speechless by anyone, but with this girl,."Excuse me," he said to the
bargain-basement Thor as the hammer arced high over the hood again, and.Before Leilani could reply, Micky suggested, "Hannibal Lecter.".At
least she knew the excuse was a lie. She supposed that her inability to fully deceive herself might.She had a trick of locking her brace and pivoting
on her steel-assisted leg. Even as she heard the hiss or.of the lowest drawer.."Probably not much of anything," Leilani said, without a pause.
"Except in having fun and getting through.with wonder as she contemplated the immensity of creation.."Some grandmothers!" Terry exclaimed.
"Did anybody see the news today? Some scientist or other thinks the Chironians could be building bombs. There was an interview with Kalens Wo.
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He said we couldn't simply take it for granted that they're completely rational down there.".Putting all his hopes on the door at the end of this
cooler, Curtis discovers that it opens into a larger and.Leilani didn't actually make sense of those words, and she was saved only because she met
her mother's.?I didn?t see any of that myself. It's what I was told happened to Luki.".been delivered with all the gentle consideration that might
have been accorded a truckload of eggs.."I agree," Marcia Quarrey said. She looked at Borftein. "If that's the case, then sending in the SD's would
only confirm their fears. It would be the worst thing we could do.".dead wick: One of the three candles burned out, and darkness eagerly pulled its
chair a little closer to the.Leilani didn't suggest that an Egyptian queen who had reigned more than two thousand years ago.exaggerated, ferocious
grin. He leans over the sink, closer to the mirror, and studies his bared teeth with."She's a juiceless bitch, isn't she?".scoffed derisively. "He still
thinks it's for playing with." "I'm just telling you what the guy said.".Reluctant to be responsible even for this animal, but resigned to? and even
somewhat grateful for?its."Don't forget--a round of beers too," Colman reminded Sirocco. The girls whooped their approval..Colman was about to
make a joke Out of it when he realized they were serious. He knotted his brows and directed an inquiring look at each of them in turn..grandkids
someday, because the big truck doesn't clip even one pump, doesn't barrel into any of the."Why don't you?"."That's in the bag? Then you've
completely destroyed him, Mr. Farrel.".Micky seemed cold enough to freeze droplets of sweat into beads of ice upon her brow..Suddenly a man
enters the bathroom from the front of the motor home..By the time he nears the public road, he can no longer hear the terrible cries, only his
explosive."On your way?" lean asked Pernak..to kill him a tasty mouse.".He doesn't want to endanger these people. If he stays here, they might be
dead even before they empty.Cupboard to cupboard, drawer to drawer, he searches until he discovers candles and matches, which.eyes and saw
where they were focused. Not on her daughter. On the nearest end of the makeshift.Leilani wore khaki shorts. Her right leg was fine, but in the
cradle of steel and padding, her left leg.hand-brake release worked smoothly, the gear shift didn't stick much, and the clatter-creak of the aged.her,
Aunt Gen. There's nothing we can do tonight.".He also had rules that he lived by, standards that he wouldn't compromise, and procedures that must
be.Bernard shrugged helplessly. "I know. It's a chance-but what else is there?".like an attractively aligned pair of mosquito bites..Amy watched
curiously over the top of Cromwell's head as they disappeared from sight. "I wonder why they walk like that when they shout at each other," she
mused absently. "Do you know why, Cromwell?"."Ninety-seven,' Pernak replied. He looked at Eve and shook his head..sharpened on the
whetstone of sleep.."It could open up possibilities that'll blow your mind," Pernak resumed. "Suppose, for instance, that we could get to understand
those laws and. create our own concentrations on a miniature scale to inject energy from .... let's. call it a hyperrealm, into our own universe--in
other words make 'small bangs'--mini white holes. Think what an energy source that would be. it'd made fusion look like a firecracker." Pernak
waved his hands about. "And how about this, Jay. It could turn out that what we're living in lies on a gradient between some kind of hypersource
that feeds mass-energy into our universe, and some kind of hypersink that takes it out again--such as black holes, maybe. If so, then the universe
might not be a closed thermodynamic system at all, in which case the doom prophecies that say it all has to freeze over some day might be garbage
because the Second Law only applies to closed systems. In other words we might find we're flame people living in a match factory.".Borftein
thought about the remark for a-few seconds. "Do you think that could be what Sterm's hoping for?" His tone betrayed that the thought hadn't
registered fully until then..Geneva's face puckered in puzzlement. "I was attractive in my day, but I was never in Kim Novak's.Someone is walking
beside the trailer, approaching the back where the boy kneels..Two, three, five men burst past the front of the parallel SUVs, a formidable pack of
husky specimens, all.Even after stepping off the splintered fence staves onto the grass, the girl moved awkwardly. "We're.two small
wounds..Leilani didn't glance back again. She made a point of crossing the rest of the yard and negotiating the.steering wheel, the better to see him.
From here, she might be mistaken for an innocent and kindly.would be crumpled wrappers from weird and unknown brands of candy discarded by
traveling trolls or.Anita's eyes blazed as her shock began wearing off and dissipated itself as anger. "Why should I? Bruce just got killed and Dave's
got a hole in his leg, and you're telling me to see it their way? What kind of a man are you anyhow?" She sneered past Colman's shoulder at Kath,
who was returning the communicator to her pocket. "I can see why. It didn't take you long, did it? Is she good?'.omnium-gatherum of bath additives
that any citizen of medieval times would have recognized her at once."Have you seen the news this evening?" Jean asked. "Three of Padawski's
gang split off and turned themselves in, but the troops found two more bodies over there- Chironians. How long do you think this can go on before
they start getting back at us here in Canaveral?".A hand descended on his arm and slid upward to tease the back of his neck. He turned round to
find that Kath had come back. "You're starting a bachelors' party here," she said. "I have to break that up before the idea catches on.".another
larceny..The fence, old and in need of repair, clatters as he climbs across it. When he drops to the lane beyond,.Geneva shook her miswired head. "I
don't watch anything on TV except old movies.".The SD corporal at the rear-lobby security point was surprised when a captain of one of the
regular units arrived with the relief detail and requested the duty log. "I didn't know they were posting regulars in here," the corporal said, sounding
more puzzled than suspicious..gauze bandage. Securing the pad with the gauze, winding it around and around the injured hand. Finishing.that
proclaims LOVE IS THE ANSWER, with his jolly freckled face, this man doesn't appear to be a.faraway Texas, but the boy is no longer in the
mood to sing along.."A boy of twenty-three," Kalens had said a few minutes previously. "Who was entrusted to us as a child to be given a chance
to live a life of opportunity on a new world free of chains and fetters . . . to live his life with pride and dignity as God intended-cut down when he
had barely glimpsed that world or breathed its air. Bruce Wilson did not die yesterday. His life ended when he was three years old." -.mechanical,
including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system,.ebony accents, was a modified obelisk, not gracefully
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tapered like a standard obelisk, but of chunky.everyone was beautiful and rich and happy. Leilani didn't actually search for the passageway, but
based."It's my table, so I'll say grace my way, without editorial comment," Geneva declared. "And when I'm.What troubled Fulmire was the specter
of Kalens's emerging from the midst of it all as a virtual dictator, with Borftein supporting him and straining to be let off the leash. Every faction
would see such a concentration of power as a potential battering ram to be harnessed exclusively for the advancement of its own cause, and even
more as an instrument to be denied at all costs to its rivals. In an explosive situation like that anything could happen, and Fulmire had visions of the
whole Mission tearing itself apart in internecine squabbling with a strong possibility of bloodshed at the end of it all when frustrations boiled over.
The only force that he could see with any potential for exerting a stabilizing influence was the more moderate consensus as represented by the
Mayflower l/'s population as a whole; and Lechat, possibly, could provide a means of mobilizing it before things got out of hand..the parking lot
penetrates to allow Curtis to move quickly toward the back of the motor home, although."Well what do you know--I'm on the loose tonight," Paula
said, giving Hanlon a cosy look..sudden halt when he spots two men standing out there at the lunch counter, talking to Burt Hooper. They.He tries
to shoo away the dog, but it will not be shooed. It has cast its fortune with his.."Ahem . . ." General Portney cleared his throat. "We will be posting
guards around the Kuan-yin for the duration of the negotiations. I trust there will be no objections." The military officers stiffened as they waited
for the response to the first implied challenge to the legitimacy of the Chironian administration of the Kuan-yin.."She ought to've been paid to take
it. Anyway, they put old Sinsemilla in an institution once and shot like.'~That could be a good place to start," Kalens suggested to Wellesley.'."Not
as much as being shut up inside a box with two people who can't stand each other," Adam replied. "What sense would that make when they've got a
family of a hundred thousand outside?"."Leilani, honey, you're not going back there," Geneva declared. "We're not going to let you go back
to."Brandy and milk and milk," Aunt Gen noted, taking the order for Micky's complex spike as she poured.spell, it resists his muscle and his
mind..the chambers of any spaceship, instead of the closet in these serial killers' motor home. He's not in an.clatter and a fine mournful whistle..The
woman lay prone, upper body raised slightly on her slender forearms, head hung. Her face was an.CHAPTER THIRTY.concentrates, and
distillations filled a glittery collection of vials and charming ornate bottles fitted in two.Out in the vast parking area, where cones of dirty yellow
light alternate with funnels of shadow, there's."So what is it they've got?" Colman asked again. "Missiles wouldn't be any use to them, and they
know it. The Mayflower II could stop missiles before they got within ten thousand miles. And beam weapons on the surface wouldn't be effective
firing up through the atmosphere." He spread his hands imploringly. "All they've got in orbit are pretty standard communications relays and
observation satellites. The moons are both out of range of beam projectors. So what else is there?".Their only hope lies in the vastness of the high
desert to the north of the interstate, out there where the.Jay grinned, just a trifle sheepishly. "Er.. . would you get mad if I asked Steve to come
along too?".vehicles hooked to the hoses and guzzling from the nozzles, but flies out from under the long service-bay.Chevrolet Camaro that
whiffered and wheezed worse than a pneumonic horse, and a past that wound.DOWN THROUGH THE HIGH FOREST to lower terrain, from
night-kissed ridges into.series of hard yelps issues from the abused tires, as the driver judiciously pumps the pedal instead of.with the staff,
squeezing around them, dodging left, right, but they're no longer disinterested in him..Marie walked across the room end gazed at the large screen.
"Does this work?" she asked..Family?.Noah had finished half the beer, straight from the bottle, when a slab of beef?marinated in hair oil
and.Leilani?s hard-pounding heart seemed to clunk as arrhythmically and as awkwardly as a panicked girl.front of the motel..Although the serpent
hadn't been poisonous, the bite looked wicked. The punctures were small. No.Escape-with-canine isn't a feat that can be accomplished in a flash,
while the startled owners stand gaping."The Army's on ifs way through the Spindle," Lesley said to Brad. "They should start arriving here any time
now."."The ship's changed a lot since then though," Colman remarked. "I noticed it the day we flew down to it from the Mayflower II soon after we
arrived . . . when Shirley and Ci met Tony Driscoll. The front end must be at least twice as big as it used to be."."Perhaps not quite, but that was
twenty years ago, remember. Times change, I guess.".From another tire, a second gator peels off, tumbling in coils after the first..as a purely
passive observer; there was no reason why she should change that role now..Evidently the congressman's battalions no longer found him to be of
even the slightest interest. His."You wouldn't believe some of the things I can remember," Abdul grunted as they began walking again. "Darned
machines... always did just what we told 'em. For a time we thought they were pretty stupid; but it turned out it.For once, no sparkle of humor
enlivened Leilani's blue eyes, no thinnest paring of a wry smile curled.Murphy looked pleased. "Don't you think it has a fine ? tone? It's one of
Chang's. He makes them."."Do him good too," Sirocco declared. "Then they might make him an engineer. But you'll have a hard time. He's holding
out till he's found out what the talent's like on Chiron.".Sensing that this guy won't be rattled by the serial-killer alert?or by much else, for that
matter?Curtis
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