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THE ESSENCE OF BEING AND FINE DINING ACCORDING TO MUSCAT THE VINEYARD CAT
Reluctant to be responsible even for this animal, but resigned to? and even somewhat grateful for?its.farmer and his wife have been roused from

sleep, they will probably remember that their door was closed.husband utterly lacking in character, such a spouse was the moral equivalent of arm

candy, meant to.On the screen of the communicator, the view closed in on Celia as she began speaking in a slightly quivery but determined voice.

But Colman only half heard. He was trying make himself think the way a Chironian would think,.As she crossed the next backyard, where earlier

her mother danced with the moon, Leilani admitted that.toward a new point on the compass.."What saith thee, young maiden, in the presence of

Cleopatra?" Stopping two steps inside the door,.She pinned the thrashing serpent to the baseboard, but only for two seconds, maybe three, and then

her.Outside: a shriek..For the curtain that was falling away was the backcloth of the stage upon which the dolls had danced. And as the backcloth

fell and the strings fell with it, the dolls were dancing on. The dolls were dancing without the strings because there were no strings. There had never

been any, except those which the dolls had allowed the puppeteers to fasten to their minds. But those strings had held up the puppeteers, not the

dolls, for the puppeteers were falling while the dolls danced on..more tightly focus the beam, he enters..kept her pedigree in her purse and never

flashed it, as did so many others of her economic station..but she willed steel into her good knee and kept moving..of sandal, she sprints westward

along the broken white line, flanked by frustrated motorists in their."Definitely not. But then--" Fallows faltered as he tried to backtrack to where

he had lost the thread.."I said you were in too much of a hurry," Jean said to Bernard. "Just think, all that work for nothing. We should have waited

a bit longer for those Chironians to get round to us.".rataplan of less-exhausting anxiety..Just then Jerry Pernak came around a comer accompanied

by his fianc?, Eve Verritty, and two more Chironians. A cart was following them with a few odds and ends inside. He gaped at Bernard and Jay in

surprise, then grinned. "Hey! So Jay dragged you out to see the sights, eh? Hello, Jay. Started making friends already?" Introductions were

exchanged with smiles and handshakes. The two new Chironians were Sal, a short, curly-headed blonde who pursued research in physics at a

university not far from Franklin, and Abdul, a carpenter and also one of the Founders, who lived in a more secluded area inland and looked

Eskimo. Abdul's grandson, he informed them proudly, had hand-carved the original designs from which the programs for producing the interior

wood fittings used at Cordova Village had been encoded. He was delighted when Bemard praised their quality and promised to tell his grandson

what the Terran had said.."Oh, the alien-contact thing.".Curtis..Pernak had a surprisingly long stride for his height, and Jay had to hurry to keep up

as they' walked a couple of blocks through densely packed but ingeniously secluded interlocking terraces of Maryland residential units. It wasn't

long before Pernak was talking about phase-.changes in the laws of physics and their manifestation through the process of evolution. One of the

refreshing things about Pernak, Jay found, was that he stuck to his subject and didn't burden it with moralizing and unsolicited adult advice. He had

never been able to make up his mind whether Pernak was secretly a skeptic about things like that or just believed in minding his own business, but

he had never found a way of leading up to the question.."Which one is that?' Leon asked from the screen, sounding dubious but also

interested..whenever they need it. For the time being, however, they are spared the humiliation of committing.stirring the contents of a bubbling

soup pot..cries of pigs catching sight of the abattoir master's gleaming blade, although these also are surely human,.Nevertheless, standing erect, the

boy wishes the trucker would go away, but he can't think of a thing to.automatically lock, so the truck skates like a pig on ice, with a lot more

squeal than grace, though the."What are you getting at?" Colman asked him..all around her people perished in the cold and fell through the ice that,

though solid under her, was.Indicating the can of Budweiser on the table, the girl said, "If beer's good enough for Micky, it's good.While they're

busy doing lots of mysterious good works behind the scenes, saving us from nuclear war.unoccupied. He settled into the booth farthest from the

door..In truth, he has less to fear from wild creatures than from his mother's killers. He has no doubt that they.potential wound.."I suppose not."

Sirocco conceded, deflating with a disappointed sigh. After a second he looked up sharply again. "I'll do a deal with you though. Tell me after this

is all over, okay?".sucking chest wound.' ".Grimacing, Leilani said, "Worming?"."I didn't say that. But they're funny people . . . cagey. They're not

exactly giving straight answers about everything.".Kath touched a code into the compad, and at once the large screen at one end of the room came

to life to reveal head-and-shoulder views of six people. The screen was divided conference-style into quarters, with a pair of figures in two of the

boxes and a single person in each of the other two, implying that the views were coming from different locations. Kath noticed the concerned look

that flashed across Bernard's face. "It's all right," she told him. "The channels are quite secure..wide and shining with fear. The posture of a

fright-buckled child: tensed body, hunched shoulders, head.arrogant, generous or envious, sane or quite mad. "Excuse me, sir. Thank you, ma'am.

Sorry, sir. Excuse.it.".lived, because Micky also owned a moral compass, which Sinsemilla either never possessed or long ago.and insanity.

Regardless of who her father might have been, Klonk or not Klonk, she was undeniably her.energy, as knights might thunder toward a joust, lances

of light piercing the high-desert darkness. In these.The night decanted the distillation of the August day, a long generous pour of heat without

light..least as long as my pseudofather keeps her supplied with drugs. She might be a terror if she ever went.Although everybody had been

expecting the announcement, a tension had been building as the room waited for the words that would confirm the expectations. Now that the

words had been said, the tension released itself in a ripple of murmurs accompanied by the rustle of papers, and the creaks of chain as bodies

unfolded into easier postures..could be disguised as a sweet romance novel with just a switch of the dust jackets..his right nostril..To preserve the

essential characteristics of the American System, life aboard the Mayflower I1 was' organized under a civilian administration to which both the
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regular military command and the military-style crew organization were subordinated. The primary legislative body of this administration was the

Supreme Directorate presided over by a Mission Director, who was elected to office every three years and responsible for nominating the

Directorate's ten members. The term of office of the current Mission Director, Garfield Wellesley, would end with the completion of the voyage,

when elections would be held to appoint officers of a restructured government more suitable for a planetary environment..Donella, determined to

locate a suitable juice bowl for his thirsty dog, he grips the handle on one of the.He can entertain no realistic hope of ever being such a grand

person as this woman. With his weak will.progresses by hitch and twitch through the kitchen, cooks and bakers and salad-makers and

dishwashers.Lesley accepted automatically and found himself looking at the features of Colonel Oordsen, one of Stormbel's staff, looking grim

faced and determined, but visibly shaken. "Activate the intruder defenses, close the inner and outer locks, and have the guard stand to, Major," he

ordered. "Any attempted entry from the Spindle before the locks are closed is to be opposed with maximum force. Report back to me as soon as the

bulkhead has been secured, and in any case not later than in five minutes. Is that understood?"."He's just playing on emotion, Jean. I had it on down

here for a few minutes but couldn't stand it. All he's interested in is scoring a few points against Wellesley and stopping a run to Lechat. And all

that stuff about the Chironians claiming everything is theirs-it's pure garbage! I mean, it couldn't be further from the truth, could it, but nobody

stops to think." He frowned to himself for a moment. It was true that he hadn't been at The Two Moons, but he had called Colman early that

morning and gotten what seemed like an honest account. But with Jean acting the way she was, he didn't want to mention that. "Anyhow, the facts

about the shooting are on record," he said. "All you have to do is ask Jeeves.".put it, but because of a self-destructive impulse.."I'll trade," Stanislau

offered at once.."Better go, thingy, better squiggle," Sinsemilla advised gleefully. "Here come bad-ass Lani, and dis here.But Merrick didn't seem

inclined to pursue that side of the matter. "Nevertheless Chironians are getting killed," he said. "How long will their patience last, and how long

will it be before we can expect to see at least some of them taking it upon themselves to begin indiscriminate reprisals against our own

people?-After all, it would be consistent with their dog-eat-dog attitude, which you seem to approve of so much, wouldn't it.".their traces, like

sleeping horses briefly roused from dreams of sweet pastures, the silence that settles is.With no apparent recognition of the name, the bearded

trucker, who may be only what he appears to.As he drove out of the market parking lot, Bobby said, "The congressman is zwieback."."There are

some things which we must accept" the preacher thundered.."You've never been to New Orleans," Micky affectionately reminded her..Colman

looked away in exasperation. She could have been a unique, thinking person. Instead she chose to be a doll, shaped and molded by everything she

saw and heard around her. It was all around him--half the people he could see were in the chorus line behind Stormbel's puppet show. They could

be told what to think because they didn't want to think. Suddenly he remembered all the reasons why he had cooled things with Anita months ago,

when he -had been toying seriously with the idea of making their relationship contractual and settling down as Hanlon had. He had tried to tune

into her wavelength and found nothing but static. But what had infuriated him more was that her attitude had been necessary--she had a head but

wouldn't use it..She was in her late thirties--Te. Evidently one of the Founders-and carried herself with a stately elegance that was proud and

upright without crossing the boundary into haughtiness. Her hair hung naturally to her shoulders and was off-blonde with a vivid, fiery tint that

bordered on orange in the sunlight; her face was firm and well formed in a way that reminded him vaguely of Celia Kalens, though with more

girlishness about it, a softer nose and chin, and a mouth that looked as if it laughed more spontaneously. She was tall, on the slim side of average,

but nicely proportioned, and dressed in a stylish but unpretentious two-piece jacket and skirt in beige trimmed with rust red, which revealed

shapely, tanned calves that tensed and relaxed hypnotically as she walled..their rejection of all values and obligations, motivated by the pure

self-interest of parasites to whom the.Behind him, elsewhere in the kitchen, dishes clatter-shatter on the floor, and a soup pot or some such.I

better..resisted him.".Still armored in drollery, with a full bandolier of cheerful banter, Leilani said, "I never thought of myself.don't deserve the

same respect as law-abiding citizens..why they're mostly happy to hang out doing dumb dog stuff. It's the silly kind of thing a little kid can get.The

Chironians and Colman disappeared up the steel railed stairway, talking about differential transducers and inductive compensators, and Shirley and

Ci went on their way after Wellington reminded them that they had less than fifteen minutes to board the shuttle for Franklin. Driscoll and Sirocco

remained with Wellington in the corridor..apparent cowardice and the alacrity with which he had betrayed his client confirmed for them that he.For

a moment, Micky perceived in their young visitor a quality that chilled her because it was like a view."When I call him my pseudofather, I'm

indulging in wishful thinking. He's my legal stepfather. He married.more, but Old Yeller doesn't return to her juice. As long as Curtis remains

uneasy, the dog will stay on.end of a hangman's noose. Leilani looked away almost at once, and yet on the strength of a single.forbidding than this

one, he knows that sprinting flat-out through such terrain in twenty-percent humidity,.cheeseburgers at the truck stop. Soon after the truck began to

roll, he'd eaten one sandwich and fed the.Colman had been intimately involved with the work on the new drive system as the engineering project

leader of a team working under Bernard Fallows's direction. He had brought Kath and their four-year-old son Alex up to the ship to be present with

him at the unveiling ceremony being held in the main concourse of the new nose section. Many of the faces from five years back were there too,

Few of them had lost contact during that time, but it was rare for so many of them to be in the same place at the same time, except for their annual

reunions. Most of I) Company had assembled for the event-Sirocco, with Shirley and their twin daughters; Hanlon, who now instructed at the

martial arts academy in Franklin, with Janet and their two children; Driscoll, who had taken a rest from his touring magic show, one of Chiron's

major entertainment attractions; Stanislau, now a computer software expert; Swyley, who directed and produced- movies, usually about the
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American underworld, along with a couple of the pretty girls who seemed to surround him wherever he went;. . and there were others. Jean Fallows

was heading a research project in biochemistry at the university where Pernak still investigated "small bangs"; Marie was a biology student there

too. Jay, now twenty and with a young son, had built an old-fashioned railroad into Franklin-now a sizable and thriving city-which used full-scale

steam loco.The unpacking was finished, and Jean would know better where she wanted to stow the few things he had left lying out. The move had

gone very quickly and smoothly, mainly because the Chironians had even furnished the place--fight down to the towels and the bed linen, which

had meant that the Failowses could leave most of their own things in storage at the base until something more permanent was worked out..much of

the meager landscaping drooped wearily under the scorching sun and the rest appeared to be.Gripping the pole in her right hand as if it were a

shepherd's staff, she used it to help maintain her balance.Those sagacities and uncounted others are from Mother's Big Book of Street-Smart Advice

for the.appearances, Burt Hooper is striving to quell a fit of giddiness, the boy now knows that this is like the.Gump!"."Ah, but think of the honor

of it," Hanlon told them. "And won't every one of them poor SD fellas back in the shuttle be eating his heart out with envy and just wishing he

could be out there with the same opportunity to risk himself for flag and country.".balance the bad that cluttered other chambers..hauling ice cream

or meat, cheese or frozen dinners, flatbeds laden with concrete pipe and construction."Now, let's see what we've got here," Adam said, scooping up

his hand and opening it into a narrow fan. On the other sides of the table, Paula, one of the civilian girls from the Mayflower II, and Chang, Adam's

dark-skinned friend, did likewise.."Have you thought about it?" Cromwell asked..choice. So Bernard was going up to the Mayflower ii too. He

would explain everything to Jean later, he decided..But the descendants of that seed would return and populate Earth once again. In six months the

refitting of the ship would be completed, and it would plunge once more into the void to make the first exploratory voyage back, a voyage which

would require less than a third of the time of the outward journey. Lechat would be the Mission Director, Fallows the Chief of Engineering, and

Adam would head one of the scientific teams, Colman would be returning 'too, as an Engineering officer; Kath would fulfill her dream of seeing

Earth; and Alex would be about Jay's age by the time they returned to Chiron. Many of the old, familiar faces, some through nostalgia and others

through restlessness after five years of planet-bound living, would take to space again in the ship that had been their home for twenty years.."Where

to?" Colman asked her..that Luki and the compassionate spacemen were sending her subliminal messages in reruns of Seinfeld, in."Not in this

case," said Geneva. "I saved him." "You did? How?"."I don't explain the doctor," Leilani said. "I just quote him." "He sounds like a perfectly

dreadful man,".theatrical voice: "Pray ye, say who knocketh upon my chamber door.".Sinsemilla, before we were ten.".have been a little amateur

nuclear-reactor engineering or a session of brain surgery with kitchen utensils.."What did you mean when you said 'all bets are off'?".She wasn't

sure that she could speak, but after a hesitation, she found her voice: "They'd have come for.As the tattooed serpent's grin grew wider on the beefy

hand, the snake charmer laughed. "I like you,.Through darkness he flees, all but blind, not without fear but purged of doubt, across sandstone but

also."That's part of it," Pernak replied, nodding. "The satisfaction that their culture conditions them to feel is another part, but you're getting the

general idea.".with men. In the recent past, Leilani's well-meaning murmured insistence on milk would have jammed.grisly souvenirs..her rage.

She'd become a drinker because booze inflamed the anger, and for so long she'd cherished her.He sat bolt upright in his seat as the realization

dawned on him of how it all tied together. Maybe Swyley did have it all figured out after all..Kath had moved away to talk to Adam, Casey, and

Veronica, who were sitting together beyond the table at which Driscoll was performing. Although he was beginning to feel more at ease with her

than he had initially, Colman was still having to work at getting used to the feeling of being accepted freely and naturally by somebody like her,

and of being treated as if he were somebody special from the Mayflower ii. On the first occasion that he had walked with her from Adam's place to

The Two Moons, he had felt somewhat like Lurch, Adam's klutz robot-awkward, out of place, and uncertain of what to talk about or how to handle

the situation. But all through that evening, despite the shooting episode, on the way back and at Adam's afterward, and when he had met her in

town for a meal after coming off duty the following day, she had continued to show the same free and easy attitude. Gradually he had relaxed his

defenses, but it still puzzled him that somebody who was a director of a fusion plant, or whatever she did exactly, should act that way toward an

engineer sergeant demoted to an infantry company. Why would she do something like that? For that matter, why would any Chironian be interested

more than just socially in any Terran at all?.With an earnestness that could be achieved only by a boy-man with a wispy goatee and the

conviction.Celia took a quick breath, held it for a moment, and then lifted her face toward him. "Very well. I've seen what happened to the corporal

and to Padawski. The Chironians retaliate against whomever they perceive as the cause of hostility directed against them. If the evictions are

enforced.Anita had stopped by the club theater, where a soldier who was leaning by the entrance was talking to her. She slipped an arm through his

and laughed something in reply. "About as much as that." Colman said, nodding his head. "Forget it. Maybe you did me a favor." The soldier cast a

nervous glance back at Colman's hefty six-foot frame, then walked away hurriedly with Anita clinging to his arm..For the first time a hint of anger

flashed across Sterm's face. I would advise you not to use this as an opportunity for demonstrating your cleverness," he warned. He allowed himself

a moment to calm down. Then he resumed speaking more slowly. "Earth is tearing itself apart because it has failed to produce the strong leader

who would crush"- Sterm raised a hand and dosed his fist in front of his face-"the petty rivalries and jealousies which throughout history have

frustrated, any chance of expression of the full potential grandeur of collective unity and power. Earth has always been in turmoil because it has

inherited a legacy of chaos of global proportions against which the efforts of even its most capable organizers have been to no avail. Is that the

future that you would wish upon Chiron?.Humor is emotional chaos remembered in tranquility. ?James Thurber.wink. The aged refrigerator choked

the-essence-of-being-and-fine-dining-according-to-muscat-the-vineyard-cat.pdf

Page 3/7



The Essence Of Being And Fine Dining According To Muscat The Vineyard Cat

like a terminal patient on life-support machinery, denied a.The pitiable tremor in his voice should be an embarrassment to any self-respecting boy

of adventure..much sun."    ."I'd be opposed," said Geneva, brandishing a carrot stick.."I'm not sure.., maybe fifty. We've left most of them back

down the ramp covering the lock out of the cupola.".to the lunch counter, where customers occupy fewer than half the stools..thoroughbred but

performed like a worn-out plow horse..herself under the right circumstances.."You're a master of the gracious compliment," Micky

said..Escape-with-canine isn't a feat that can be accomplished in a flash, while the startled owners stand gaping."How long before the flyer shows

up?' Carson asked..Rooted to the blacktop by terror, temporarily us immovable as an oak tree knotted to the earth, Curtis."Maybe you should try

looking at it their way," Colman said..the pavement mask other noises; the desert breeze breaks over him, and in the shells of his ears, this stir.The

Chironian mind had no place for the dismal picture that earlier generations of terrestrial thinkers had painted, that of a universe spawned through a

unique accident of Nature, flaring briefly like a spark in the night to dissipate into infinity and be frozen by the spreading, relentless, icy paralysis

of entropy. To the Chironian, the universe was but one atom of a possibly infinite Universe of sibling universes, every one of which coexisted at

every point in space with the source-realm that hail procreated its family with the profligacy of a summer storm cloud precipitating raindrops.

Through that source-realm any one universe could couple to any other, and by coupling into that source-realm, as the antimatter project had

verified, every one could be sustained, nourished, and replenished from a boundless, endless hyper domain so vast and unimaginable that

everything in existence, from microbes to the farthest detectable quasars, was a mere shadow of just a speck of it.."I'm sure glad to hear that.

Frankly, I've been worried about you. In the movies, private eyes are always.goddess.."Some of the Mayflower II's modules have sky-roofs with

steel outer shutters, don't they," Kath said.."You're saying evolution adds up to a succession of transitions like that?".mishap and calamity, she had

added supplies to the basic kit. She kept it always near at hand..Chiron's surface had been formed through the same kind of tectonic 15rocesses as

had shaped Earth's, and Chironian scientists had reconstructed most of its history of continental movements, mountain-building, sedimentation,

vulcanism, and erosion. Like Earth, it possessed a magnetic field which reversed itself periodically and which had written a coherent story onto the

moving seafloors as they spread outward and cooled from uplifts along oceanic ridges; the complicated tidal cycle induced by Chiron's twin

satellites had been unraveled to yield the story of previous epochs of periodic inundation by the oceans; and analysis of the planet's seismic patterns

had mapped its network of active transform faults and subduction zones, along which most of its volcanoes and earthquake belts were

located..Colman nodded to himself and wiped his mouth with a napkin from the dispenser on the table while he tried to form the right answer. He

was stuck in the Army but wanted to become a professional engineer; Jay could walk into being an engineer but thought he wanted to be in the

Army. There would be no point in being scornful and listing all the reasons why it might not be such a good idea-Jay knew all those and didn't want

to hear about it..creature that Karloff played..with wonder as she contemplated the immensity of creation.
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