The Enchanted World

THE ENCHANTED WORLD
ATTHETOPOFTHE SLOPE, dog and boy?one panting, one gasping?halt and turn to look back.Remaining at the stricken woman's side, Micky
looked across the fence and saw Geneva at the back.background?but Micky saw clearly the hopelessness of this situation. On the other hand, if
only.all your doubt, breathe it out, pluck it from your heart, tear it loose from your mind, throw it away, be rid.Wellesley turned pale, and the veins
stood out on his temples. "I deny that! I also deny that you urged segregation. My policy was to encourage their leaders out into the open by a
demonstration of peaceful coexistence, and you went along with it. Withdraw your statement.".Two doors remained, both closed. On the right lay
the small bedroom assigned to Leilani. Directly."You know very well what I mean. Stop all this avoidance. Talk to me, deal with this
situation.".hadn't descended into the more disturbing realm where she sometimes became lost. In that even less.do as she wishes, and the world will
treat her with awe, with the respect that she deserves..The Military maintained a facility for reprocessing warheads and fabricating replacement'
stocks, which as a precaution against accidents and to save some weight the designers had located way back in the tail of the Spindle, behind the
huge radiation shield that screened the rest of the ship from the main-drive blast. It was known officially as Warhead Refinishing and Storage, and
unofficially as the Bomb Factory. Nobody worked there. Machines took care of routine operations, and engineers visited only infrequently to carry
out inspections or to conduct out-of the-ordinary repairs. Nevertheless, it was a military installation containing munitions, and according to
regulations, that meant that it had to be guarded. The fact that it was already virtually a fortress and protected electronically against unauthorized
entry by so much as a fly made no difference; the regulations said that installations containing munitions had to be guarded by guards. And
guarding it, Colman thought, had to be the lousiest, shittiest job the Army had to offer..another what's-happening-what's-up-what's-this-all-about..is
a concentration of energy--energy density--like at the tip of a match. Hence the Bang and everything that came after it could turn out to be the
result of an energy concentration that occurred for whatever reason in a regime governed by qualitatively different laws that we're only beginning
to suspect. And that's what my line of research is concerned with.".The image on the screen drifted to one side as the shuttle swung round to brake
with its main engines, and then switched to a new view as one of the stem cameras was cut in. Colman was squeezed back against his seat for the
next two minutes or so, after which the screen cut back to a noseward view, and a series of topsy-turvy sensations came and went as the
flight-control computers brought the ship round once more for its final approach, using a combination of low-power main drive and side-thrusters
to match its position to the motion of the Kuan-yin. After some minor corrections the shuttle was rotating with the Kuan-yin to give its occupants
the feeling that they were lying on their backs, and nudging itself gently forward and upward to complete the maneuver. The operation went
smoothly, and shortly afterward the captain's voice announced, "Docking confirmed. The boarding party is free to proceed."."_but he was on the
needle," Geneva said. "Heroin. A loser in everyone's eyes but mine. I just knew he.At that moment the communications supervisor called out, "We
have an incoming transmission from the Battle Module." At once the whole of the Communications Center fell silent, and the figures of Sterm and
Stormbel, flanked by officers of their high command, appeared on one of the large mural displays high above the floor. Sterm was looking cool and
composed, but there was a mocking, triumphant gleam in his eyes; Stormbel was standing with his fret astride and his arms folded across his chest,
his head upright, and his face devoid of expression, while the other officers stared ahead woodenly. After a few seconds, Wellesley, Lechat, and
Borftein moved to the center of the floor and stood looking up at the screen.."So suppose someone else showed up who thought he knew just-as
much. What if half the people around here thought so too, and the others didn't? Who decides? How would you resolve something like that?".to
have the substance of a sword. Motorized, the lamp moves, and each time the slicing beam finds.you!.He's just entering the next aisle, one layer
deeper into the huge kitchen, when he hears the two cowboys.In spite of all that she knew about Sinsemilla Maddoc, Geneva cringed from this
charge against the."I didn't say that. But they're funny people . . . cagey. They're not exactly giving straight answers about everything.".As now,
however, she sometimes showered without removing the brace. Afterward, she'd have to towel."I can see your point to a degree," Pernak said
eventually. "But people continue to accumulate possessions long after they've ceased to serve any material purpose because they satisfy recognition
needs too.".Micky knew from experience that this was not reliably the case. "Anyway," she said, "whether they.In most cases, these
circumstances?drug-soaked psycho mother, dead snake, traumatized young.Toward Sterm he felt neither animosity nor affection, which suited him
because he functioned more efficiently in relationships that were uncomplicated by personal or emotional considerations. He had no illusions that
either of them was motivated by anything but expediency. Stormbel derived some satisfaction and a certain sense of stature from the knowledge
that they complemented and had use for each other, with no conflict of basic interests, like the interlocking but independent parts of a
well-balanced machine. Sterm wanted the planet but needed a strong-arm man to take it, while Stormbel relished the strong-arm role but had no
ambitions of ownership or taste for any of the complexities that came with it..Good pup..basic Tightness of the world, in the existence of meaning,
required courage, because with it came the.by ETs?it was supposed to happen before we were ten. Each of us would be made whole, he
promised.she was caught in a trap nobody could pry open for her, that to have any hope of escape, she must chew.Colman shrugged. "Strange
things happen at sea, they say, and I guess even stranger things in space.".whipping tail. . The dog whimpers..The tailgate is hinged at the bottom.
Two latch bolts fix it at the top..Not far from Borftein, Wellesley and Lechat were talking via a large screen to the Chironians Otto and Chester.
Behind them at one of the center's monitor consoles, Bernard, Celia, and a communications operator were staring at two smaller screens, one
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showing Kath's face, and the other a view of the confusion inside what was left of a feeder ramp cupola..about, so we talk around them."."Now,
what would a handsome sergeant like you be up to in the Baltimore module?'.scored six or eight points higher. Sinsemilla's not a boffo mom when
it comes to keeping the fridge.firmly fixed in carved-out chunks of jawbone, gums attached. Nevertheless, though just a boy, he is.Red blouses still
draped the lamps. The scarlet light no longer fostered a brothel atmosphere; in view of.She had been drunk only once since moving in with Geneva
a week ago. In fact she'd gotten through.During her short walk, the electrical service had come on again. The wall clock glowed, but it
displayed.The chopper roars past them, toward the complex of buildings, and in its tumultuous wake, the.kept her from regaining her usual ease of
movement, but also anger; she remained unbalanced by a sense.problem of toileting neatly at faster-than-light speeds, is sure to be able to take the
wrinkles out of this.point where a group of people apparently waits for them on the embankment approximately due south of."With a friend in
Baltimore," she told hint, thus making her capitulation total. She needn't have, she knew, but something compelling inside her wanted that. She
knew also that it was Sterm's way of forcing her to admit it to herself. The terms were now understood.."I never eat it," Leilani said. "The last time
old Sinsemilla served it was Monday. So come on, tell me,.isn't it. It's just a phase. She'll get over it. "I hope so," Celia murmured..With some of
the money taken from the Hammond farmhouse, the famished boy had purchased two.The boy almost corrects her on two counts. First, Old Yeller
in this case is a she, not a he. Second, the.THE TENSION THAT had been increasing since planetfall and the shock of the most recent news were
showing on Wellesley's face when he rose to address a stunned meeting of the Mayflower II' s Congress later that morning. And as he seemed a
shell of the man he had been, the assembly facing him was a skeleton of the body that had sat on the day when the proud ship settled into orbit at
the end of its epic voyage. Some, such as Marcia Quarrey, had vanished without warning during the preceding weeks as Chiron's all pervasive
influence continued to take its toll; a few down on the surface had been unable to return in time for the emergency session. Nevertheless, at short
notice Wellesley had managed to scrape together a quorum. He told them of his intention; a few voices of protest and dissent had been heard; and
now the legislators waited to hear the decision that to most of them was already a foregone conclusion..On the second screen Hanlon, in a spacesuit
blackened by scorch marks, was clinging in the foreground to the remains of a buckled metal structure sticking out into.the dog might otherwise
inspire him to be.."You don't have problems when fanatics start getting together with causes worth dying for?" Jay asked..door in Micky's heart, a
door that had for a long time been kept locked, barred, and bolted. Beyond lay."I'm not sure. I guess I couldn't have been listening that much.".to
recall the placement of furniture, hoping to avoid raising a clatter..even long after sundown, is extremely debilitating. They have hardly begun to
run, and already he feels.The planet had evolved a variety of life-forms, some of which approximated in appearance and behavior examples of
terrestrial flora and fauna, and some of which did not. Although several species were groping in the general direction of the path taken by the
hominids of Earth two million years previously, a truly intelligent, linguistic, tool-using culture had not yet emerged..sufficiently well informed
about the darker side of human nature to understand what he saw in that jar.."So what will you do? Sirocco inquired, propping his feet back on the
desk. "Figured it out yet?".Not every delicacy is prepared by the two short-order cooks out front. The kitchen staff is large and."The video
'monitoring points around the ship are all activated at the moment, and I'm coupled into the net. I can see what's going on everywhere. Go ahead.
lt's okay. The round cover on the wall next to you is an inlet to a trash incinerator. You can use it as an ashtray.".not, sent chills chasing chills along
her spine, with such palpable shivers that she could almost believe the.drawers. No way. Otherwise, only the closet remains unexplored. Movies
and books warn that closets."That's so true," Eve agreed..This particular pooch, panting now that panting is safe, still basks in the two words of
praise. He is a.Engine screaming, klaxons shrieking, lights flashing as though with the fury of dragon eyes, the Peterbilt.get full servings of 'em on
bigger plates, but your poor sweet sister, she got hers heaped high on a.Jay grinned, just a trifle sheepishly. "Er.. . would you get mad if I asked
Steve to come along too?".without muscle definition? immense, smooth, pink. As if to provide the illusion of height and to balance."You'd better
believe it," Lechat promised..this chill of helplessness, familiar to her since childhood, an icy resentment sometimes formed, and from it.Providing
for Laura was the reason that he worked, the reason that he lived in a low-rent apartment,.Face to glass, nose flattened a millimeter short of
fracture, he peers into the car as if into an aquarium.Celia nodded. "That evening, as soon as I got up to the ship. I think I must have been hysterical
or something. But yes, I told him.".It had grown in stages from constructions that began toward the end of the colony's first decade, by which time
the Founders, having profited from reflections on some of their experiences at Franklin, had been more inclined to follow the bitter admonition
offered by the machines, which had amounted to, "It's going to be an industrial complex. If you mess around with it, it won't work." The result was
a clean, efficient, functional layout more in keeping with what the Kuan-yin's mission planners had envisaged, suitably modified where appropriate
to take account of local conditions. Besides its industrial facilities, the complex included a seaport; an air and space terminal distributed mainly
across the islands, which were interconnected by a network of tunnels; a college of advanced technology; and a small residential sector intended
more to afford short- to medium-term accommodation for people whose business made it convenient for them to be in the vicinity than to house
permanent inhabitants, although about half the population had been there for years. The Chironians, it turned out, tended to live lives that were
more project-oriented than career-oriented, and they moved around a lot if it suited them..or Kingsley, Wycliffe, Crispin. You'd grow old and die
trying to find a Jim or Bob among them. Dr..A butterfly flutter of light, a sibilant sputter, a serpent of smoke rising lazily from the black stump of
a.series of hard yelps issues from the abused tires, as the driver judiciously pumps the pedal instead of.child-man, taken out of Cielo Vista, and set
free.."Her name's Karla Rhymes," Noah reported. "When she worked as a dancer, she called herself Tiffany.He is amazed to be alive. He doesn't
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dare to hope that he has lost his pursuers. They are out there, still.CHIRON WAS ALMOST nine thousand miles in diameter, but.Duck or another
Looney Tunes star, he is excited by the spectacle of all these cool trucks congregating.knees, shoulders hunched, head cocked, wild damp hair
hanging in tangles over her face, hands still."Now, let's see what we've got here," Adam said, scooping up his hand and opening it into a narrow
fan. On the other sides of the table, Paula, one of the civilian girls from the Mayflower II, and Chang, Adam's dark-skinned friend, did
likewise..Bernard's eyes widened incredulously. "But if the Kuan-yin isn't finished, then what made the crater in Remus?".neither himself nor his
sister, and could take satisfaction only from the possibility that his voice, like a rag.irrationality in this trailer where genteel daffiness and screwball
self-delusion had heretofore been the.words to reach Laura's cloistered heart, thus providing her comfort..dazzle the cognoscenti, not with her
beauty, but with her sterling reputation, making it less likely that.A bitter taste arose in her mouth, perhaps an onion blowback from Geneva's
potato salad, and her.The painter shrugged. "You just know. How do you know when you've had enough to eat?".Around and under more prep
tables, past tall cabinets with open shelves full of stacked dishes, taking."You bitch" Celia protested. "I want to hear about it now.'.dead wick: One
of the three candles burned out, and darkness eagerly pulled its chair a little closer to the."Aha" Merrick seemed more satisfied. "I certainly don't
want my name going on record associated with something like this." His statement said as clearly as anything could that Fallows wouldn't do much
for his future prospects by allowing his own name to go into such a record either. Merrick screwed his face up as if. he were experiencing a sour
taste. "Low-echelon rabble trying to rise above themselves. We've got to keep them in; their places, you know, Fallows. That was what went wrong
with the Old Order. It let them climb too high, and they took over. And what happened? They dragged it down-civilization. Do you want to see that
happen again?".Well, all right, the clown car is wishful thinking, as they only appear in circuses. In fact, it's certain to be.garments from the skin of
those they murder, or they create mobiles with weird arrangements of dangling.hat, meant as a sign of respect to ladies and other upstanding
citizens, and at last he goes inside..what the coroner will certify as the cause of his death..Because of the problem of both words having the same
initial letter, the dum came to be designated by U and the dee by E. The dum carried a one-third charge, and the dee carried none. Two dums and a
dee made the up quark, its three possible color charges being represented by the three possible pennutations, UUE, UEU, and EUU. Similarly two
dees and a dum yielded the down antiquark in its three possible colon as UEE, EUE, and EEU; in the same way two "antidums" and an "antidee"
gave the up antiquark; and two antidees and an antidum, the down quark. Three dums together carried unit charge but no color and resulted in the
positron, designated UUU, and three antidums, each one-third "anticharge," i.e., negative, made up the normal electron, UUU. Three dees together
carried no charge and formed the electron-type neutrino, and three antidees in partnership completed the ground-state generation as the
electron-type antineutrino. It followed that "antitweedles" didn't necessarily give an antiparticle, and tweedles didn't always make a particle.
Tweedles predominated over antitweedles, however, in the constitution of normal matter; the proton, for example, comprising two up quarks and a
down quark, was represented by a trio of "tweeplets" such as UUE; UEU; UEU, depending on the color charges assigned to the three constituent
quarks..Racing away into the night, trying to outrun the screams and the guilt that they drill into him, the boy."For a few hours maybe.".Driscoll
couldn't buy that. "You mean they'd be just as happy doing what our people told them to?" he said..sledgehammer at a headlight..draws a smile
from him. He takes a moment to thank God for keeping him alive, and he thanks his.As if reading her mind, Sterm asked, "Did you know before
you came here that you were going to go to bed with me?" He spoke matter-of-factly, making no attempt to hide his presumption that the contract
thus symbolized was already decided..Suddenly the whole structure of the lock exploded inward under a salvo of high-explosive, armor-piercing
missiles. Although there was no air to conduct the shock, the floors and walls shuddered. Some of the defenders were caught by the debris, and
more went down under the volley of fragmentation bombs fired in a second later through the hole where the lock had been. The remainder began
firing at the combat-suited figures moving forward among the wreckage of the cupola outside. One of the RCC's was upended and tangled up with
a part of the lock door, and the other was trying to maneuver around it. "Red section, move to fallback positions," the captain yelled.
"Covering-".woman occupies the driver's seat, her attention devoted to the stalled traffic blocking the highway..men more than she valued me. She
always got tired of them sooner or later, and she always knew she."Yes, I was about to come to that," Sirocco replied. He lifted his head a fraction
to address the whole room again. "As Velarini says, they could come in through the Battle Module and the nose. The Battle Module is the main
problem. It's bound to be the most strongly defended section anywhere, and there's only one way through to it from the rest of the ship. Therefore
we assault it directly only if all else fails. We've put Steve up near the nose of the Spindle with the strongest section to block that access route.
Steve's.produced on your side," he told her.."And that would be enough to fix something?".Most of the vehicles back here probably belong to
employees of the restaurant, the service station, the.figures back into the shattered cupola and helping, them climb to the entrance into the feeder
ramp. "L 'think this."I've always said you've got a good sense of timing, Bret.".Gaulitz nodded emphatically. "There is no question that the
modifications made to the Drive Section constitute an antimatter recombination system. The radiation levels and spectral profiles obtained from the
crater on Remus are all consistent with its being caused by an antimatter reaction. The evidence of gamma-induced transmutations, the distribution
of neutron-activated isotopes, the pattern of residual-".custom-designed carrying cases, each as large as a Samsonite two-suiter, and both bags now
stood.illuminated. From the open double-bay doors in the chopper's fuselage, sufficient light escapes to reveal.From the center of the floor
Wellesley asked, "What do you want?".Merrick glared across the desk suspiciously. Evidently he wasn't getting the answers he wanted. "His Army
record isn't exactly the best one could wish for, you know. Staff sergeant in twenty-two years, and he's been up and down like a yo-yo ever since
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lift out from Luna. He only joined to dodge two years of corrective training, and he was in a mess of trouble for a long time before that.".The cargo
bed of the truck has a canvas roof and walls. It's open at the back except for a low tailgate.."Ah, gee, I wouldn't take it personal," said the waitress.
"Everybody's family's screwed up these days.".Reformation that would sweep the world had awakened her political awareness and carried her
along with hint into a whole new dimension of human relationships and motivations which until then she had hardly recognized as existing at all.
The forces that would shape the world and forge the destinies of its peoples would not, she had come to realize, be found in culture dishes or
precipitates from centrifugation, but in the minds, hearts, and souls of people who had been awakened, organized, and mobilized. And so they had
toured from convention to convention together and spoken from the same platforms, cheered side-by-side at the rallies, applauded the speeches of
the leaders, and eventually departed Earth together to help build an extension of the model society on Chiron..chair, staring at the door through
which she had disappeared..surprise ready for the doctor. Not much physical strength was required to pull a trigger.."Oh, sure . . . I'm just saying
there doesn't have to be anything to get scared about.".As she crossed the next backyard, where earlier her mother danced with the moon, Leilani
admitted that.Instead, she was reduced to the directness that she had been striving to avoid. "Does he?" she asked."I don't know," Farnhill said.
"You'd have to ask Merrick about that."
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