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THE DISCOVERY
? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Now the king was leaning back;

so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be

occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till

nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for

some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and

send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with

him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a

claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him

and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his

dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon

him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).The

learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered,

they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine

own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the

consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that

(266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary

though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".The Khalif assigned

them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he

became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was

vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time,

till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried

them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons,

and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the

Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till

there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This

is all that hath come down to us of their story..? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.Thereat Queen

Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of

earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an

hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she

took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and

sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must

hie,.When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O

august king, that.48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my

heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to

me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at

the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the

Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and

found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy

household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded

in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou

and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful,

what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself

to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of

Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return,

seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will

return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the

Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath

betided him after thee.'.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song
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that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.[On this wise he abode

a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted

down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth,

according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and

setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he

might claim..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in

stead..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four

thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his

clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he

returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king.

El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and

exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".And when she

had made an end of her song, she wept sore..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were

a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under

his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the

Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life,

thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he

speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder,

for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh,"

and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the

like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this

para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of

them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory and washed..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.So she took the hundred dinars and the

piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced

and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her

even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not

over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to

him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!"

"Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god

but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than

she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter

said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning

to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her

the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and

laughing at one another..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God!

May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.The Twenty-Sixth Night of

the Month..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53)

they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your

sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes

seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of

my despair;.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..Then the king

summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king

had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and

did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue,

Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave

them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the

house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he

had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they

washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of

aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the
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horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said

to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt

break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and

ceremony was laid aside from between them..It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might

fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the

coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the

night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there.."Be it as thou deemest,"

answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite

her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place,

and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the following verses:.When the king heard this, he could not contain

himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would

have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated

themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him

to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon

his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam,

so he might look into his affair..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw

her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided

me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my

mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what

Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the

Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour

came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said

to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which

hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".Now this vizier had

many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His

fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and

died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with

those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and

commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw

near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to

the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this

and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely

slay him..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and

Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an

underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how

thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou

Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir

held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet

water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived

with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain

him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on

every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with

him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..I abode in

my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no

more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a

sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he

stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with

solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him;

whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without

recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop;
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whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said,

'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went

away..When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal

their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that

which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time

they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the

crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the

amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his

two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the

Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..But she said, 'There is

a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she

answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she

will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So

she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do

thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away

and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..It is said that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad

and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow,

he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and

a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place

well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.When it

was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king,

that.Now there was a ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of

his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and

weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better

[for him]; but he made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was

a man of understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".The company

marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to

myself..? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..Then I bought of the best and finest of

the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country

to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had

passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of

gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell

me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..Thereupon there sallied forth to him

Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary

in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another

of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith

that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening

overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and

magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities

and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires,

that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any

passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and

on this wise they abode days and months..112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the

beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? My

maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ?

? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been

deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he

put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put

it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and
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he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint

ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the

other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the

amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province,

whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a

match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as

for the government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the

Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second

Calender's Story xlii.Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then

he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and

went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father,

who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First

Brother xxxi.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of

the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions.

Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him

and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on

instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!"

As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest

meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My

name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy

name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round

of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O

Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.'

And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor

registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls

and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which

she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and

jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of

honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him

treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon

were amazed..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for

her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem,

where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his

coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl

Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion

Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and

the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in

praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news

of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a

mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and

offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this

young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of

that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..When the king had read this letter, he

rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought

of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others,

intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one

day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and

armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and

wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where

they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me
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kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over

him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money,

and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow

putteth a cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the

bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men,

who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except

that, when I arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no

knowledge of this and no tidings.'.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..It befell one day that he entered a certain city

and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and

entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long

while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he

betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and

borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the

deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give

it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,'

rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their

affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are

joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of

Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..When the princess heard this

her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct

thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment

of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I

deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and

bury us both in one grave.".N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel

dcliii.So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that

should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and

grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon

the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly

and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent

unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this

speech, but smote him and cut off his head..? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave,

but send them timely home again!.?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..O son of

Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and

repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and

said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten

(101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with

me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I

bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty

dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and

easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? It is as the

jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in

marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed,

one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a

woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in

my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it

behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth

evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this

but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all

fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and

wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not
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the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment

and thy sight?".22. El Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the

Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By

Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I

might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to

God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there

cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the

Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred

lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of

the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".? ? ? ? ? I'm the

keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put

them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when

he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for

kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told

him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my

bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king

returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.'

Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and

wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth

galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.'

Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".When the affair was prolonged upon the

three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him

for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the

money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows

and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems.

Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the

price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for

less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them

thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But

afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..The king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after

which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the

folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred

over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart,

whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer

and his Wife dcxiv.Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and consideration, till,

after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to

me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold,

they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them

and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to

island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also

brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).? ? ?

? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii
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