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THE COMING DAWN AND OTHER POEMS
? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story
dccccxxxii.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.The
following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that
published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in
making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that
occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad
(Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt
doubt and certainty..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And
on whose brows the morning glitters bright.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her
visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.Accordingly, one
night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of
rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these
words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither
deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?'
Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,'
continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and
said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright;
whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in
the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom
estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in
my vitals flare..Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the
market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they
had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in
our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in
Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first]
house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in,
enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had
just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE
DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the
merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man
returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that
[which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me
abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to
entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that
which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her
to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none
surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh
was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she
took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no
answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have
heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary
his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father
the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it
[from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.A certain thief was a
[cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither
companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in
flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When
he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he
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aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.Solomon, David and, i. 275..Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the
matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they
arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief
from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself
against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our
purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up
to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and
she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the
doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.? ? ? ? ? The
best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.? ? ?
? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the
morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and
presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be
good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the
sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing
and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered
from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.'
So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.Then I sang and the captain said, "It
is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the world!" But his
comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I
am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank,
then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of merry-making and drunkenness
and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not
whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to
quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us
with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to
him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but
myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door
of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door, whereupon, without further
parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and
cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great
honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story
cxlix.? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..6. Story of the Hunchback
xxv.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case
and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will
wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it
may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance."
Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and]
understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God
the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and
He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of
the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the
sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken
thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like
to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her
skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in
her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii.
187..?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..Son, The
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Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..There was once, in the city of Baghdad, a man, [by name El Merouzi,] (30) who was a sharper and plagued (31)
the folk with his knavish tricks, and he was renowned in all quarters [for roguery]. [He went out one day], carrying a load of sheep's dung, and took
an oath that he would not return to his lodging till he had sold it at the price of raisins. Now there was in another city a second sharper, [by name Er
Razi,] (32) one of its people, who [went out the same day], bearing a load of goat's dung, which he had sworn that he would not sell but at the price
of dried figs..End of Volume I..?Story of King Bihkerd..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you
ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..Full many a man incited me to infidelity,
i. 205..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.Quoth
the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel
thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live
and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee
every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The
Merchant and the Parrot xiv.The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where
the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with
me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the
darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel
grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little
nor much..King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued,
And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Meanwhile, the people of the city
rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and
exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the
maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of
kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself,
'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the
provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had
renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence;
yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end
of that which my friend related to me.".The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard
Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled
Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'"
Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to
please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady
Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not."
And she railed at her..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in
the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor
was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was
blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and
footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of
war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I
love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who
naked comes with thee to intercede.'.Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned
to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and
we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him,
'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and
the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance
to them..When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned
them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this,
he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have
stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called
aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother
and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that
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of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou
this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself,
his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him
on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of
age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's
leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..When the morning
morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we
had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the
trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I
came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then
till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience;
[and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart
my body on account of the tryst..So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door,
which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of
the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a
woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her
husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and
the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a
deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help
and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within
the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..So he went out to them and
questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him,
for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army
and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother
of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath
despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you."
"And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).How many, in Yemameh,
dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber
in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth
this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and
seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath
prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE
YOUNG MEN. (69).Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she
was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof
and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.When the damsel had made an end
of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another
damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and
loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name
was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with
"Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses
kindness entail..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.'
Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head
answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady,
that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell
him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted
his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring
me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the
Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in
haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do
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which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I
lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined
Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own]
lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that
may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he
weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.Then, when he rode to his house that he
had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses
and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten
black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as
many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal
to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his
station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight
falls into it..The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal."
(82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O
my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99)
with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of
Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were
thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves.
Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the
folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the
son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him,
saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they
took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose
belov'd is in the litters' shrined..The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.64. Haroun er
Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go
a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and
pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which
she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top
of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.'
And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing
him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow
abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping
will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten
days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she
said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said
to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away,
whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he
again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was
in her heart and sang the following verses:.The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom
they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its
purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter
took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her
side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..? ? ? ? ? If
in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking
East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".How long shall I thus question my heart that's
drowned in woe? iii. 42..43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its
purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..126. Ibrahim ben el
Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon
a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the
saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon
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Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of
thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew
this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O
Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he
deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so
thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened
with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he
might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my
lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak
with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a
caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them
and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself
up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him
what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I
am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth,
wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some
days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..When
the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I
came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee,
and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked
and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money,
after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in
myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.She
comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and
disdain were pleasing in my sight..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So
he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the
chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain
down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's
continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs
must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at
fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the
king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my
branches turn back to it there.
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