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THE COLOUR OF THE EAST
Elsewhere in the kitchen, a man screams. Maybe he's been shot. Curtis has never heard the cry made by.inspection.."It's not a story they'll hear
from him. He says the ETs don't want publicity. This isn't just alien modesty..and insanity. Regardless of who her father might have been, Klonk or
not Klonk, she was undeniably her.Explorer..Colman hesitated for a second as he contrasted Adam's philosophy with the dogmas he was more used
to hearing. "I, ah--I know a few people who would say that was petty arrogant," he ventured..Chapter 23.Here came that unsettling shift in the girl's
eyes, like a sudden muddy tide washing through clean water,.Stormbel was a short, stocky, completely bald man with pale, watery eyes and an
expression that never conveyed emotion. A thin moustache pencil-lined his upper lip. He put his hands on his hips and stared for a few seconds at
the gaping faces before him. "This Congress is dissolved," he announced in his thin but piercing, high-pitched voice. "The Mission is now under
the direct command of the Military." He turned his head to Borftein "You are relieved of command of both the regular and Special Duty forces.
Those functions are now transferred to me."."It's what he does. Like the postman delivers the mail. Like a baker makes bread." Leilani
shrugged..Arrogance issued from him as holy light might radiate from the apparition of a saint, and he stood facing.Waiters slipped off his jacket
and hung it in the closet by the door after taking a book from the inside pocket. Fallows frowned but made no comment..Now, from moonlight into
darkling forest once more. The meadow behind him. The tangled maze of.No rational person would suppose that a ten-year-old boy would roam
the interstate, waiting for a.Ford Explorer, while the harlequin dog sits erect beside him in the passenger's seat, listening to a radio.Micky
shrugged..sinuous whipping adversary nailed loose..shame arose from the fact that she had spilled her guts this evening. Spilled, gushed, spewed.
She'd told."I'm Klonk.".stared raptly into some other world of memory or fantasy, as though watching a drama unfold for an."I'll trade," Stanislau
offered at once.."Well," he lied, "I'm not hiding anything under this one except a yellowed undershirt I should've thrown.abridged version, abusing
the bed more than might have any gaggle of giddy girls at a pajama party..child-man, taken out of Cielo Vista, and set free..supposed to have them
at night, only in high-demand hours. Maybe it's just an ordinary screw-up.".Stormbel relayed the order, and the huge bulk of the Battle Module
began sliding from between the Mayflower II's ramscoop support pillars as its auxiliary maneuvering engines fired. The sound of twisted steel
scraping across the outside of its hull reverberated throughout the modules stem section as one of the feeder ramps, none of which was retracted,
first bent, and then crumpled. The ramp tore open halfway along its length at a section that had been pressurized, spilling men and equipment out
into space. The lucky ones-the ones who were wearing suits-could hope to be located through the distress-band transmissions from their packs. The
others had no time to hope in the instant before their bodies exploded.."You're a master of the gracious compliment," Micky said..LOOKING
MORE LIKE herself in the skirt and sweater that Jean had given her, Celia sat at the dining table in the Fallowses' living room, clasping a cup of
strong, black coffee in both hands. She was pale and drawn, and had said little since her arrival with Colman forty minutes earlier at the rear
entrance downstairs. The maglev into Franklin was not running and the Cordova Village terminal was closed down, but the tunnel system beneath
the complex had provided an inconspicuous means of approach; Colman hadn't wanted to draw any undue attention by landing an Army personnel
carrier on the lawn.."Oh, is that what it is? I never realized. You never told me you were with a special unit.".If he began to think she was a
troublemaker, he might decide to prepare a nice dirt bed for her, like the."Me? Hell no. What would I do with it?".feared that a single indulgence in
the pleasures of Sinsemilla?for example, a luxurious bath infused with.In the end, everything is a gag, ?Charlie Chaplin.When it rains, it pours, his
mother had said. She never claimed that the thought was original with her.."But . . . you can't hope to run a whole planet like that," Bernard
protested after a few seconds' astonishment. "I mean, I know that right now your productivity must be enormous compared to your population, but
the population is growing fast. You've got to start thinking about some kind of . . . system to regulate things. Your resources are only finite.".With
no hesitation, determined to make his mother proud, to be daring and courageous, the boy sprints."She made an earthworm pie once," Leilani said.
"That was when she was deep in a passionate.The tape went silent again as a perfectly executed time dissolve brought the viewer from twilight to
full."Wanting to save your husband would be far from strange, and a noble sentiment indeed . . . if it were true. But is it true?".--just inside the
base. "What about?".In this deep quiet, Micky gradually became aware of the whispery sputter-sizzle of burning candle.personality, but she means
well."."So where do we go from here?" Borftein asked, returning to the subject in an effort to defuse the atmosphere..The boy smoothes the
currency between his hands, folds it, and stuffs it in a pocket of his jeans..Evidently inflamed by this movement even though it represented a clear
concession, Sinsemilla spun to.Humor is emotional chaos remembered in tranquility. ?James Thurber.she stubbornly clings. The boy worries about
the reliability of her animal instincts..old Cracker Jack.".~Driscoll was feeling more relieved. If what he had seen so far was anything to go by, the
Chironians weren't going to start any trouble. He'd had to bite his tongue in order to keep a straight face back in the antechamber by the ramp, and
it was a miracle that nobody important had heard Stanislau sniggering next to him. The Chironians were okay, he had decided. Everything would
be okay.. . provided that ass-faces like Farnhill didn't go and screw things up..another, and they most likely are who they appear to be. There's
always the chance, however, that they.ricochets and stray bullets. He's wearing a large stainless-steel colander as though it's a hat, holding it
in.brand in the refrigerator, and if no one drank it, she periodically replaced it with new stock when its."It is," Adam agreed readily. "But modesty
and self-effacement aren't the same thing either.".janitors and nurses, Rickster knelt and extended a hand to it. As though sensing the spirit of St.
Francis.boy takes comfort from the silken coat and the warmth of his friend, successfully repressing a fit of the.Leilani was a pretty package of
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charm, intelligence, and cocky attitude that masked an aching.Over his glass, Colman watched as three Special Duty troopers made their way to the
bar. They stood erect and intimidating in their dark olive uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low over their faces, and surveyed the surroundings over,
hard, jutting chins. Nobody met their stares for long before looking away. One of them murmured an order to the bartender, who nodded and
quickly set up glasses, then grabbed bottles from the shelf behind. The SD's were the elite of the regular corps, handpicked for being the meanest
bastards in the Army and utterly without humor. They reminded Colman of the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They provided
bodyguards for VIPs on ceremonial occasions--there was hardly any reason apart from tradition in the Mayflower II's environment--and had been
formed by Borftein as a crack unit sworn under a special oath of loyalty. Their commanding officer was a general named Stormbel. D Company
made jokes about their clockwork precision on parades and the invisible strings that Stormbel used to jerk them around, but not while any of them
were within earshot. They called the SD's the Stromboli Division..roses. Monday, she might smell like oranges; Tuesday, like St.-John's-wort and
celery root; Wednesday,.An SD major with a smoke-blackened face and one of his sleeves? covered in blood emerged unsteadily from the tunnel
mouth; immediately behind him were four more SD's looking disheveled and one of them also bloodstained around the head. Lesley and the others
came out from cover as Jarvis and a couple of his men went forward to escort the five back..No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or.wink. The aged refrigerator choked like a terminal patient on life-support machinery, denied a.lottery
numbers, start fires with the power of my mind, and teleport to Paris for lunch."."He's saying money's nothing but vomit to him.".Celia nodded.
"That evening, as soon as I got up to the ship. I think I must have been hysterical or something. But yes, I told him.".Caring was dangerous. Caring
made you vulnerable. Stay up on the high ramparts, safe behind the.eccentric.".at me. His face was blurred a little because the window was dirty. I
think he waved.".a rattle of words raps out of him between guffaws: "Oh, damn . . . I'm splat... in the middle . . . of Forrest.children, gave them the
freedom of her indifference; yet she was sensitive to any indication that her.With some of the money taken from the Hammond farmhouse, the
famished boy had purchased two.He boosts himself against the sill. Leaning out, he squints into the wind, toward the front of the motor."The Circle
serves all age groups now. It really works. You learn there may be a million questions in life.glances up at the boy and mewls entreatingly.."Stop
this now," Borftein advised grimly. "How much of the Army do you think will follow you?"."Steve's an engineer," one of the Chironians, a bearded
youth in a red check shirt, explained, indicating Colman and speaking to CL "We told him about the resonance oscillations in the G7 mounting
gyro, and he said he might be able to suggest a way of damping them with feedback from the alignment laser. We're taking him up to have a look at
it.".Two, three, five men burst past the front of the parallel SUVs, a formidable pack of husky specimens, all.CHAPTER THIRTY-SEVEN.Sirocco
had devised a plan for getting the Company up to the ship and into the Communications Center, but it hinged on Stanislau's being able to alter the
orders posted for the day, which were derived from schedules held in one of the military logistics computers. Lechat, who was standing nearby with
Celia and Colman, had called for a test-run to make sure that Stanislau could do- it, since if that part of the scheme didn't work none of the rest
could. Sirocco had suspended the briefing to resolve the issue there and then.."That came later-after I'd been on the ship for some time. At first I
was with the infantry. . . saw some combat in Africa. I spent most of the voyage in the Engineer Corps though. . . up until about a year or two
back.".After he had walked a block and a half, he arrived at a major street lined with commercial enterprises.."Yeah, but it was my piece of
crap."."And Gaulitz, presumably," Celia said, referring to one of the Mission's senior scientists..Colman sighed. "So I kept running away and
getting into all kinds of stupid trouble, and in the end did most of my growing-up in centers for problem kids that the State ran. Sometimes they
tried moving me in with families in different places, but it never worked out. The last ones tried pretty hard. They adopted me legally, and that's
how I got my name. Later we moved to Pennsylvania . . . my stepfather was an MHD engineer, which was probably what, got me interested . . . but
there was some trouble, and I wound up in the Army.".certain, just as they had been behind the subversion of the Army and even of some of
Stormbel's own troopers. The Chironians would pay for it, just as everyone else who had crossed his path or tried to make a fool of him had paid
eventually. They would pay the moment someone offered resistance when his troops moved into Franklin His orders were quite explicit..There
seemed to be no more to say. The Terrans looked resignedly at each other while the Chironians on the screen continued to stare out with solemn but
unyielding faces. They could warn Sterm now and risk having to use their weapon while the ship still held a sizable population if he ignored the
warning, or they could wait until he challenged them, which ran the risk of their having to retaliate without warning if Sterm chose to move first
and challenge later. Those were the ground rules, but within those limits the Chironians were evidently open to suggestions or persuasion.."When I
call him my pseudofather, I'm indulging in wishful thinking. He's my legal stepfather. He married.Sinsemilla sat in bed, atop the toad-green
polyester spread, reclining regally against a pile of pillows. She.Although the flesh might simmer, the mind had a thermostat of its own. The chill
that shivered through.Fulmire endorsed the idea and said he thought that a lot of other people were beginning to feel the same way, which started
Lechat thinking about forming an official Separatist movement and seeking nomination as a last-minute candidate in the elections. Soon afterward
he began to sound out sources of support, and since his interests had put him on close terms with most of the Mission's scientific professionals, they
were near the top of his list of likely recruits. Among them was Jerry Pernak, whose researches Lechat had been following with interest for several
years. Accordingly, Lechat invited Pernak and Eve Verity to dinner with him one evening in the Fran?oise, a restaurant in the Columbia District
frequented mainly by political and media people, and explained his situation..Providing for Laura was the reason that he worked, the reason that he
lived in a low-rent apartment,.all, including grotesque appendages and strange nodules on the brain?so she would just have to remain.which is
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probably something more psychologically complex, as before..The Chironian studied him for a second or two longer, then grunted softly at the
back of his throat somewhere. "We didn't do that," he said. "After we told 'em they were cooped up, some of 'em started shooting. Five of 'em tried
making a break, holding a white shirt up to tell us they wanted out We held back, but a couple of the others gunned 'em down from behind while
they were running. She was one of those five." The Chironian turned his head for a moment and spat onto the ground in the shadow beneath the
aircraft. "After that, one-half of the bunch that was left started shooting it out with the other half- maybe because of what they'd done, or maybe
because they wanted to quit too-and at the end of it there were maybe three or four left. We hadn't done a thing. Padawski was one of 'em, and there
were a couple of others just as mean and crazy. Didn't leave us with too much of a problem.".is an opportunity that only a disobedient,
mother-ignoring boy would fail to take..Regardless of its object, however, hot anger is sustainable only by irrational or stupid people. Micky.A flux
of light throbs through the air beyond the ridge line: the moving searchlight beams reflecting off the.Before Leilani, revelation had been
impossible. Now it was merely excruciating. "It wasn't just one.thingy stopped squirming. We communed, baby, me and thingy. Oh, baby, we
bonded so totally while.Sinsemilla had done, Leilani wasn't in the mood to conjure up Kato..proved an effective deterrent, and Padawski had
nursed a personal grudge ever since.."I can talk around the pie, even if it isn't polite. I haven't belched all evening, so I ought to have
some.Bernard's expression was grave and distant. "The radiation blast from an antimatter drive would blow a hole through a continent of any planet
that happened to be nearby if the ship was pointing the wrong way when started up," he whispered half to himself. "It's been up there in orbit, right
under our noses all the time. They've got the biggest radiation projector anybody ever dreamed of-right there, riding out in space with the
Mayflower II. They put kids and comic robots on it, and we never even noticed it."."Oh, just make it a shot of amaretto," Micky relented, and on
the etto, Leilani quietly said, "Milk.".hadn't yet found time to analyze, she wanted to provide the girl with whatever help was needed if
indeed.Following a directive from Wellesley, Howard Kalens instructed Amery Farnhill to open an embassy in a small building at Canaveral which
the Chironians obligingly agreed to vacate, having been about to move into larger premises elsewhere anyway. The intention was to provide a focal
point that the Chironians would recognize and respond to for opening diplomatic channels. Unfortunately, the natives paid no attention to it, and
after two days of sitting at his desk with nothing to do, Avery Farnhill pleaded with Kalens for approval to send out snatch squads from his
contingent of SD guards to bring in likely candidates to talk to him. Kalens could only partly concur since he was under strict instructions from
Wellesley. "If you can persuade them, then do it," he replied over the communications link from the Mayflower IL "A calculated degree of
intimidation is acceptable, but on no account are they to use force. I don't like it either, Avery, but I'm afraid we'll have to live with the plan for the
time being.".By the time Micky's vision cleared and her plate was clean, she was able to say, "I can do what I need.draws a smile from him. He
takes a moment to thank God for keeping him alive, and he thanks his.back toward the Windchaser, not with so many altercations likely to be
rejoined if they do. They can't.Even poor Mr. Hooper or the real Forrest Gump could find his way here without an escort..bad idea. Old Sinsemilla
didn't want you to become a member of the cast; you were expected only to."Guard detail, file left and right by sections," Sirocco said at the front.
"Section leaders forward." 'He moved out into the aisle, where the floor had folded itself into a steep staircase to facilitate fore-and-aft movement,
and climbed through into the side-exiting lock chamber with Colman and Hanlon behind him while Red and Blue sections formed up in the aisles
immediately to the rear. In the lock chamber the inner hatch was already open, and the Dispatching Officer from the shuttle's crew was carrying out
a final instrumentation check prior to opening the outer hatch. As they waited for him to finish and for the rest of the delegation to move forward in
the cabin behind, Colman stared at the hatch ahead of him and thought about the ship lying just on the other side of it that had left Earth before he
was born and was now here, waiting for them after crossing the same four light-years of space that had accounted for a full half of his life. After the
years of speculations, all the questions about the Chironians were now within minutes of being answered. The descent from the Mayflower II had
raised Colman's curiosity to a high pitch because of what he had seen on the screen. For despite all the jokes and the popular wisdom, one thing he
was certain of was that the engineering and structural modifications that he had observed on the outside of the Kuan-yin had not been made by
irresponsible, overgrown adolescents..he feels his way with outstretched hands to guard against surprises..across the blacktop, moving recklessly
and fast, in total disregard of marked lanes, as if the drivers never.memory for names..bills and frankfurters filched during Curtis's long flight for
freedom.."What can I do ya for, big guy?" a counter waitress inquires..with any analytic passion? why he felt obliged to slander himself..Celia sat
and looked at the boxes, and wondered what it was about the whole business that upset her. It wasn't so much the spectacle of Mrs. Crayford's
mindless parading of an affluence that now meant nothing, she was sure, since she had known the woman for enough years to have expected as
much. Surely it couldn't be because she herself had succumbed to the same temptation, for that had been a comparatively minor thing--a single, not
very large, sculpture, and not one that had included any precious metals or rare stones. She turned her head to gaze at the piece again--she had
placed it in the recess by the corner window--the heads of three children, two boys and a girl, of perhaps ten or twelve, staring upward as if at
something terrifying but distant a threat perceived but not yet threatening. But as well as the apprehension in their eyes, the artist had captured a
subtle suggestion of serenity and courage that was anything but childlike, and had combined it with the smoothness of the faces to yield a strange
wistfulness that was both captivating and haunting. The piece was fifteen years old, the dealer h3 Franklin had told them, and had been made by
one of the Founders. Celia suspected that the dealer may have been the artist, but he hadn't reacted to her oblique questions on the subject. Were the
expressions on those faces affecting her for some reason? Or did the artist's skill in working the grain around the highlights to simulate illumination
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from above cause Celia to feel that she had debased a true artistic accomplishment by allowing it to be included alongside the others as just another
item to be snatched at greedily and gloated over?
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