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THE COINAGE OF LYDIA AND PERSIA
And although Simon would have denied it, would even have joked that a conscience was a liability for an attorney, he possessed a moral compass.

When he traveled too far along the wrong trail, that magnetized needle in his soul led him back from the land of the lost..Kathleen and Nolly

shifted their attention to Tom's clenched left hand, although the quarter could not possibly have traveled from one fist to the other..Celestina was

hardly more than a child herself, pretending to have the strong shoulders and the breadth of experience to bear this burden. She felt half crushed.On

this morning in March, minutes after the pie caravan had departed, Edom got his Ford Country Squire out of the garage and drove to the nursery,

which opened early. Spring was drawing near, and much work needed to be done to make the most of the rosarium that Joey Lampion had

encouraged him to restore. He happily contemplated hours of browsing through plant stock, tools, and gardening supplies..Agnes wanted to tell

them that all their efforts would be to no avail, that they should cease and desist, be kind and let her go. She had no reason to stay here anymore.

She was moving on to be with her dead husband and her dead baby, moving on to a place where there was no pain, where no one was as poor

as.Yet the coin was as real as dead Naomi broken on the stony ridge at the foot of the fire tower..Blind he remained until an afternoon in May 1993,

when at last the miracle occurred, and the meaning that Tom Vanadium had foreseen so long ago began to manifest..Junior found the acclaim

gratifying, but the widespread use of his photograph was a high price to pay even for the recognition of his contribution to art. Fortunately, with his

bald head and pocked face, he no longer resembled the Enoch Cain for whom the authorities were searching. And they believed that the bandages

on his face, at the church, had been merely an exotic disguise. One psychologist even speculated that the bandages had been an expression of the

guilt and shame he felt on a subconscious level. Yeah, right..Among themselves, the authorities spoke more often than not in murmurs. Or perhaps

Junior was too distracted to hear them clearly.."Well, certainly, I understand," said Panglo, slowly lowering the offered hand, although he clearly

didn't understand at all..Along the hall, every step measured, he stayed near the wall farthest from the staircase..When she left Our Lady of Sorrows

a few minutes later, she was convinced that the knave of spades--whether a human monster or the devil himself-would never cross paths with Barty

Lampion..The minister had finished. The service was over. No one came to Junior with condolences, because they would see him again shortly, at

the Ford dealership buffet..Sunday, Junior hid out from Scamp, using his Ansaphone to screen her calls, and worked with such astonishing focus on

his needlepoint pillows that he forgot to go to bed that night. He fell asleep over his needles at ten o'clock Monday morning..Celestina's question

had been about Phimie, but they had told her about the baby, and she was alarmed by their evasion..Eventually, of course, dear Edom held forth

about tornadoes--in particular the infamous Tri-State Tornado of 1925, which ravaged portions of Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana..A table candle

glowed in an amber glass. To Nolly, in this glimmering light, Kathleen's face was more radiant than the flame..At first all had gone well. Agnes,

Maria, and Edom were rightly amazed. A thrill of wonder and big smiles all around the table. They were enthralled by the astoundingly favorable

fall of cards, a breathtaking mathematical improbability..Lientery's work met the criteria of great art, about which Junior had learned in

art-appreciation courses. It undermined his sense of reality, left him wary, filled him with angst and with loathing for the human condition, and

made him wish he hadn't just eaten dinner..As if he sensed her reluctance to return to Dr. Chan, Barty had kept her occupied with talk of the red

planet as they approached the office building, had talked her off the street, along the driveway, and into a parking space, where finally she

relinquished the fantasy of an endless road trip. At 5:45, long past the end of office hours, Dr. Chan's suite was quiet..The gray pants of her jogging

suit, speckled with rain that had blown in through the shattered windshield, were suddenly soaked. Her water had broken..They were childless. It

had to be that way. Truthfully, Paul felt no regrets about missing out on fatherhood. Because they were a family of two, they were closer than they

might have been if fate bad made children possible, and he treasured their relationship..Junior glanced over his shoulder even as Celestina turned

and fled. He caught only a glimpse of her disappearing into the inner hallway..Edom complied, and in the arc of red Bicycle patterns, one card

revealed too much white comer, because it was the only one face up..lawn before they knew that the prodigy's invisible cloak wouldn't

accommodate him as it did the girl. Cool, drenching rain pounded Tom at once, and he scooped Barty off the steps as Grace had gathered up.For a

moment, Junior drew a blank on Renee. Reluctantly, he trolled the past and fished up the painful memory: the gorgeous transvestite in the Chanel

suit, heir or heiress to an industrial-valve fortune..Instead, he focused on the hand in the flashlight beam: four long, thin, chalk-white digits bent to

the heel; thumb thrust up stiffly, as though Neddy hoped to hitchhike out of the Dumpster, out of death, and back to his piano in the cocktail lounge

on Nob Hill..Although Thomas Vanadium was unconscious, perhaps even dead, and though both nailhead-gray eyes were closed, Junior knew

those eyes were watching him, watching through the lids..The end of his quest was near, so near, the right Bartholomew almost within 'mullet

range. He was furious with Neddy Gnathic for possibly screwing this up..He smiled ruefully. "Might be ready for a wedding by then, but not a

honeymoon.".Agnes was able to respond, Paul sprang up and moved away. Other friends knelt and crouched and bent to her, and she lost sight of

the pharmacist as he moved off through the dispersing crowd..The masterpiece that Junior purchased was small, a sixteen-inch-square canvas, but it

cost twenty-seven hundred dollars. The entire picture-titled The Cancer Lurks Unseen, Version 1-was flat black, except for a small gnarled mass,

bile-green and pus-yellow, in the upper-right quadrant. Worth every penny..Agnes found herself drifting up. A frightening sense of weightlessness

overcame her..Smiling in the fearless dark, she listened to the rhythmic breathing of a sleeping boy..Looking toward the nearest window, where the

wet night kissed the glass, he said, "Lawn sprinklers?".Drawn one after the other, two knaves of spades didn't signify two deadly enemies, but
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meant that the enemy already predicted by the first would be unusually powerful, exceptionally dangerous..That night her sleep was deeper than it

had been in a long time, deep as she had expected sleep would never be again, and she was not plagued by any dreams at all, not a dream of

children suffering, nor of tumbling in a car along a rain-washed street, nor of thousands of windblown dead leaves rattling-hissing along a deserted

street and every leaf in fact a jack of spades..The reverend couldn't easily escape church obligations on such short notice, but Grace wanted to be

with her daughters. Phimie, however, pleaded that only Celestina accompany her..He stopped for lunch at a restaurant with a spectacular view of

the Pacific, framed by massive pines.."Where did it go?" Grace asked her granddaughter, making as much effort as she could to lighten the mood

for the girl's sake.."Last I noticed, his car was out. Let me check." Sparky put down his phone and went to look in the garage. When he returned, he

said, "Nope. Still out. When he parties, he usually parties late.".Of the things you couldn't have seen coming, I'm the worst ... I'm the worst ... I'm

the worst.....In the execution, he was likewise scrupulous, for he didn't want the grownups to see what Angel saw; he preferred they believe it was

sleight of hand-or magic. After the usual moves, he briefly closed his right hand around the coin, then with a snap of his wrist, flung it at Angel,

simultaneously distracting with flourishes aplenty..In January 1965, Magusson had sent Cain to Nolly as a client, not sure why the creep needed a

private detective. That had turned out to be the business about Seraphim White's baby. Simon's warning to be careful of Enoch Cain had helped to

shape Nolly's decision to withhold the information about the child's placement..to prayer instead, asking for the wisdom to understand why this was

happening to her and for the strength to cope with her pain and with her loss..Channeling his beautiful rage, Junior hefted the corpse onto the

windowsill, and shoved it headfirst into the alley. The fog received it with what sounded almost like a swallowing noise..Admittedly, she had

allowed herself to be disturbed by the fall of the cards, too. According them any credibility at all opened the door to full belief..From the floor,

Junior snatched up the bottle of wine that had twice failed to shatter. His lucky Merlot..They ordered martinis, and when Kathleen, perusing a

menu, asked her husband what looked good for dinner, he suggested, "Oysters?".Impressed by the sureness and swiftness with which the blind boy

negotiated the steps and set off across the lawn, Tom didn't initially notice anything unusual about his stroll through the deluge..As she commented

on each masterpiece, Frieda grew steadily less coherent. She had drunk a few cocktails, the better part of a bottle of Cabernet Sauvignon, and two

after-dinner brandies.."And after Phimie was gone ... he still hoped to learn the rapist's name, put him in prison. But then something changed his

mind ... oh, maybe two years ago. Suddenly, he wanted to let it go, leave judgment to God. He said if the rapist was as twisted as Phimie claimed,

then Angel and I might be in danger if we ever learned a name and went to the police. Don't stir a hornet's nest, let sleeping dogs he, and all that. I

don't know what changed his mind.".She was also a cat lover, working with the Kitten Konservatory to save abandoned felines from death in the

city pound. She was the charity's investment manager. Within ten months, Tammy grew twenty thousand in Konservatory funds into a quarter

million by speculating in the stock of a South African firm that hit it big selling germ-warfare technology to North Korea, Pakistan, India, and the

Republic of Tanzania, whose chief export was sisal..She looked around the room. "He's invisible like the Cheshire cat?" "His whole world is as real

as ours, but we can't see it, and people in his world can't see us. There're millions and millions of worlds all here in the same place and invisible to

one another, where we keep getting chance after chance to live a good life and do the right thing.".The muffling fog quieted the city as much as

obscured it, and the alley was surprisingly still. Many of the businesses were closed for the night, and as far as Junior could discern, no delivery

trucks or other vehicles were parked the length of the block.."Wally," Celestina said, without hesitation, because suddenly she saw something of a

Wally in his green eyes, which were livelier than they had been before..The search for Cain was secondary. Getting to the revolver took Priority.

Regain the gun and then proceed room by haunted room to hunt him down. Hunt him down, if he was here. And if Cain didn't do the hunting

first.."Then you only have to wait eighteen years," he said, opening the apartment door and stepping aside once more, allowing Celestina to precede

him..around a long time yet, but women outlive men by several years. Actuarial tables aren't wrong.".Through tears, that night, she asked him if the

commitment he was making didn't frighten him..He hadn't paid close attention to those patrons seated at the bar behind him. Now, he turned in his

chair to study them..Neddy possessed all the musical talent, but Junior had the muscle. Pinned against the wall, his throat in the vise of Junior's

hands, Neddy needed a miracle if he were ever again to sweep another glissando from a keyboard..His waitress was a cutie. She flirted with him,

and he knew he could have her if he wanted..Deciding that he didn't need an exit line, Junior headed toward the service road and his

Suburban.."Tame him or bury him," said Losen, and turned to more important matters..He arrived at the open door, grinning. No Cheshire-cat grin,

hanging disembodied on the air, teeth without tabby. Grin with full Barty..Vanadium was surely unaware of any connection between Junior and

Seraphim White. And now the girl could never talk..The air was cool but not yet cold. A faint breeze smelled of the sea beyond the hill..The barren

white walls, the stark furniture starkly arranged, the rigorous exclusion of bric-a-brac and mementos: this resulted in the closest thing to a true

monastic cell to be found outside of a monastery. The only quality of the apartment that identified it as a secular residence was its comfortable size,

and if Industrial Woman had been replaced with a crucifix, even size might have been insufficient to rule out residence by some fortunate

friar.."Maybe." In truth, Tom didn't believe that any of this could be learned even by one adept taking instruction from another adept. They were

born with the same special perception, but with different and strictly limited abilities to interact with the multiplicity of worlds that they could

detect. He wasn't able to explain even to himself how he could send a coin or other small object Elsewhere; it was something he just felt, and each

time that the coin vanished, the authenticity of the feeling was proved. He suspected that when Barty walked where the rain wasn't, the boy

employed no conscious techniques; he simply decided to walk in a dry world while otherwise remaining in this wet one-and then he did. Woefully
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incomplete wizards, sorcerers with just a trick or two each, they had no secret tome of enchantments and spells to teach to an apprentice..Because

he hadn't heard Victoria Bressler speak in so long-and then only on two occasions-and because the woman on the phone had spoken so softly,

Junior couldn't tell whether or not their voices were one and the same..Having risen higher in the sky during the past couple hours, the gold-coin

moon reminted itself as silver, and in the black lake, its reflection rolled across the knuckles of the quiet wavelets.."Wouldn't dream of asking you

to make it a habit. Just this one time. If anguish, why not guilt?".Friday brought Scamp again, all of Scamp, all day, every way, wall-to-wall

Scamp, so on Saturday he hadn't enough energy to do more than shower..Eye to eye with Tom, Celestina herself did some clear-seeing. "You're

special, too, in lots of obvious ways. But like Angel, you're special in some secret way ... aren't you?".Raised by a father to whom any form of

amusement was blasphemy, Agnes had never seen a magician perform until she was nineteen, when Joey Lampion, then her suitor, had taken her to

a stage show. Rabbits plucked out of top hats, doves conjured from sudden plumes of smoke, assistants sawn in half and mended to walk again;

every illusion that had been old even in Houdini's time was a jaw-dropping amazement to her that evening. Now she remembered a trick in which

the magician had poured a pitcher of milk into a funnel fashioned from a few pages of a newspaper, causing the milk to vanish when the funnel,

still dry, was unrolled to reveal ordinary newsprint. The thrill that had quivered through her that evening measured I on the Richter scale compared

to the full 10-point sense of wonder quaking through her at the sight of Barty as dry as if he'd spent the afternoon perched fireside..On the drive

home, Junior dropped the knife down a storm drain in Larkspur. He tossed the gloves in a Dumpster in Corte Madera..Calcimine moonlight cast an

arctic illusion over the boneyard. The grass was as eerily silver as snow at night, and gravestones tilted like pressure ridges of ice in a fractured

wasteland..Vanadium owned so few clothes that the two bags had sufficient capacity to accommodate half the contents of the closet and

dresser..The wine tasted bitter, but Celestina knew that it was sweet. The bitterness was in her, not in the legacy of the grape..His musical abilities

were most likely an offshoot of his more extraordinary talent for math. He said that music was numbers, and what he seemed to mean was that he

could all but instantly translate the notes of any song into a personal numerical code, retain it, and repeat the song by repeating the memorized

sequence of code. When he read sheet music, he saw arrangements of numbers..On his nightstand, he found an envelope evidently placed there by

Hanna, after she'd taken it from his pharmacy smock, which he had given her to launder. The envelope contained the letter about Agnes Lampion

that Paul had written to Reverend White in Oregon..The two women stared at each other, and at last Celestina said, "Good Lord, what's happening

here?".AT ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL, where Wally had brought Angel into this world three years ago, he was now fighting for his life, for a chance

to see the girl grow and to be the father she needed. He'd been taken to surgery already when Celestina and Angel arrived a few minutes behind the

ambulance..But, ah, the heft of the candlestick, the smooth arc it made, and the crack of contact had been as hugely satisfying as any home-run

swing that had ever won a baseball World Series..FOLLOWING A SECOND NIGHT at the Sleepie Tyme Inne, waking at dawn, Junior felt rested,

refreshed-and in control of his bowels..Although he was seventy-six, Tom still worked for Pie Lady Services. They had no set retirement age for

staff, and Father Tom expected to die at his work. "And if it's a pie-caravan day, just leave my old carcass where I drop until you make all the

deliveries. I won't be responsible for anyone missing a promised pie.".Apparently Maria wished that she'd brought a rosary to dinner. With the

fingers of her right hand, she pinched the knuckles of her left, one after the other, as if they were beads..They knew no one named Bartholomew,

and she had never heard the name from him before, but she knew what he wanted. He was speaking of the son he would never see..He left by the

back door, to avoid the aftermath seeping across the foyer floor. Fog enveloped him, cool and refreshing..Too far from Spruce Hills to be a popular

make-out spot for teenagers, Quarry Lake was a turnoff for young lovers also because it had a reputation as haunted territory. Over five decades,

four quarry workers had died in mining accidents. County lore included stories of ghosts roaming the depths of the excavation before it was

flooded-and subsequently the shoreline, after the lake was filled..Tales from Earthsea/Ursula K. Le Guin.-1st ed. p.        cm. Contents: The

finder-Darkrose and Diamond-The bones of the earth-.Knuckle over knuckle, snared in the web of thumb and forefinger, vanishing into the purse

of the palm, secretly traversing the hand, reappearing, knuckle over knuckle, the coin glimmered as it turned.."Paul told us the night he first came

to the parsonage. About Agnes here ... and what had happened to Barty. And all about his late wife, Perri. I feel like I know Bright Beach

already.".Monitoring Barty from the comer of -her eye, Agnes paced herself to the strides of his short legs, so she was drenched and chilled when

she reached the station wagon..where everyone spoke  a single language and had all the blueberry pies they needed.."I've got one of those faces so

ordinary you see it everywhere," said Edom, and decided to tell the story of the Tri-State Tornado of 1925..Rena laughed. "Oh, but true! And not

just a garden. I'm a field of flowers!" She let go of her skirt, which shimmered like cascades of falling petals. "So tonight will be a famous night,

Celestina.".She thought that she already knew all about humility, about the necessity of it, about the power of it to bring peace of mind and to heal

the heart, but in the following few minutes, she learned more about humility than she had ever known before..He wondered what it would be like to

make love to Renee and kill her. Only once had he killed without good reason. And that had been one of the infuriating Bartholomews. Prosser in

Terra Linda. A man. On that occasion, no erotic element had been involved. This would be a first.."I'm interested in one of the smaller Griskins,"

said Junior, managing to appear calm, although his mouth was dry with fear and his mind spun with crazy images of the maniac cop, dead and

rotting but nevertheless lurching around San Francisco..If Junior was patient, he could slip in there, find Bartholomew, kill the boy in bed, whack

Ichabod second, and still have a chance to make love to Celestina..An exceptionally attractive woman, alone at the bar, stirred his desire. Glossy

black hair: the tresses of night itself, shorn from the sky.For a finder's fee, Junior was put in touch with a papermaker named Google. This was not
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his real name, but with his crossed eyes, large rubbery lips, and massively prominent Adam's apple, he was as perfect a Google as ever there had

been..Nolly's gums were in great shape, too: firm, pink, no sign of recession, snug to the neck of each tooth..He wanted the most expensive box for

Joey; but Joey, a modest and prudent man, would have disapproved. Instead, he selected a handsome but not ornate casket just above the median

price..An SFPD patrol car swept past, its siren silent, the rack of emergency beacons flashing on its roof..Although to Paul this was no more than

childish chatter, Tom knew at once that the girl referred to his explanation for why he wasn't sad about his damaged face: the salt and pepper

shakers representing two Toms, the hit-and-run rhinoceros, the different worlds all in one place. "Yes, Angel. That's something like what I was

talking about."."Take care he doesn't turn your belt on you with a spell!" said his uncle.."This is going to be an enormous settlement," the attorney

promised. "And there's more good news. County and state authorities have agreed to close the case on Naomi's death. It's now officially an

accident.".Since childhood, he had been waiting for this moment-if indeed it was The Moment-and he had nearly lost hope that the much-desired

encounter would ever come to pass. He had expected to find others with his perceptions among physicists or mathematicians, among monks or

mystics, but never in the form of a three-year-old girl dressed all in midnight-blue except for a red belt and two red hair bows..The street in front of

the gallery was as flooded by a sea of fog as the alleyway at the back. The headlights of passing traffic probed the gloom like beams from

deep-salvage submersibles at work on the ocean floor..One of his favorite gifts for Christmas 1967 was a twelve-hole chromatic harmonica with

forty-eight reeds providing a full three-octave range. Even in his little hands, and with the limitations of his small mouth, this more sophisticated

instrument enabled him to produce full-bodied versions of any song that appealed to him..The bandaged man stormed up from the ruin of the living

room, gauze fluttering around his lips as his hard exhalations seemed to prove that he wasn't a long-dead pharaoh reanimated to punish some

heedless archaeologist who had ignored all warnings and violated his tomb. So this wasn't a Weird Tales moment..This morning, Damascus had left

the house early, before Vanadium came downstairs, which was perfect for Junior's purposes. While the maniac cop was finishing his shave and

shower, Junior crept upstairs to check his room. He discovered the revolver in the second of the three places that he expected it to be, did his work,

and returned the weapon to the nightstand drawer in precisely the position that he had found it. Narrowly avoiding an encounter with Vanadium in

the hall, he retreated to the ground floor. After some fussing over the most effective placement, he left the quarter and the luggage-just as

Vanadium, the human stump, clumped down the stairs. Junior experienced an unexpected delay when the detective spent half an hour making

phone calls from the study, but then Vanadium went into the kitchen, allowing him to slip out of the house and complete his work..Not a door

opened in the narrow street. Nobody looked out to see what the noise was. Not till long after the men were gone did some neighbors creep out to

comfort Otter's people as best they could. "Oh, it's a curse, a curse, this wizardry!" they said..The old woman crumpled with a papery rustle, as

though she were an elaborately folded piece of origami. She would be unconscious for a while, and after she came around, she probably wouldn't

remember who she was, let alone what make of car she'd been driving, until Junior was well out of Eugene..Anyway, traumatic as it had been, the

shooting was not the worst thing that happened to him that year..Angel, busy with a cookie through most of this, licked crumbs from her lips and

asked Paul, "Do you have a puppy?".The doors slid open, and they rolled Barty corridor to corridor, past the scrub sinks, to a waiting surgical nurse

in green cap, mask, and gown. She alone effected his transfer into the positive pressure of the surgery..Prepared for any contingency, Junior

listened to the house until he was certain that he needed the knife for no one else.."You think I can turn the King's order down? You want to see me

sent to row with the slaves in the galley we're building? Use your head, boy!"
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