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THE CLOSEST OF FRIENDS
Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee
of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then
said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of
accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole
of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what
thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had
been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..Then said she to him,
"O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the
building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building
falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his
trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off
oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the
affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!)
whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses
ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.So he rose from his
sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in
a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By
Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el
Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought
himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour."
Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou
hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".Indeed, many of
the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance
aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This
is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than
thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess
Hind dclxviii.Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..When she had made an end of her verses, she
folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open,
read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be
God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth
she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn
and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on
kettle-drums amain..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to
torment..71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene
and undisturbed content?.[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to country, till
he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor
was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's
courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted
himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch
Kafour xxxix.She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace;
wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that
might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat
to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her,
nothing doubting but she was a man..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in
attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He
is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth,
cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O
Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of
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aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii.
145..One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving
none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels
remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting
upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.[When the king heard
his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds
and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he
adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a
doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of
Damietta make..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis
dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength
away..Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have
gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against
him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,'
answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will
flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have
no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope
draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI
AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).117. The Favourite and her Lover M.When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and
acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.'
Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife,
that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the
feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy
and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging
to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and
remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought
upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..? ? ? ? ? A sun of
beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.When she heard their words, in the
presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth
she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they
wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He
I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and
[now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for
him and he was made whole of his sickness..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband
dcccclxxxix.As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand
and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world;
but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that,
what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to
go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her
all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and
acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down
blessings on her..It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to
him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there
came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the
Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou
not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with
the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and
gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised
him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the
Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those
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thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They
cannot shut thy memory from my spright..It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish;
but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts;
and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to
the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and
putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a
bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then
she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the
following verses:.Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of
the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his
household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance
and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old
woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented
the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire,
scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do
complain..Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh
brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then said El
Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with
the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And
Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the
day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for
thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers;
and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So
he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him
that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was
magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted
from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer
came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence
against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would
fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for
indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance."
(83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the
king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the
house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and
sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my
bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out
one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to
open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix
upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might
lie..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My
dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..Now this letter was written with
ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect:
'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er
Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for
that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in
love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after
the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and
peace be on thee!'.The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood
doth rain..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the
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palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over
them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et
Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this
book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el
Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.?STORY OF THE OLD
WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's
servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young
merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to
him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast
taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to
fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What
proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with
thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever
near,.As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the
speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her
like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head
and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will
not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and
thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be
an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and
return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth
the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue]
haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily,
Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of
the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..1. The Merchant and the Genie i.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's
Story xxix.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed
exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch
Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of
it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their
heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a
second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his
city. (43).When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following
verses:.Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a
goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the
cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than
a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was
due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders
thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the
surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of
him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek,
whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath
set.'.When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so
he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to
sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.As for Mesrour, he gave not
over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and
chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him,
dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,]
saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head
outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.'
And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead.
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Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched
herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad
dcccclxvi.Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his
sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he
returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing
and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished]
of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The
people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a
strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for
that it resembleth the story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair
of the king, so I may return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment
and praiseworthy excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from
that which had been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the
cause of the slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".As for Er Razi and El
Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou
pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out
upon this and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and
contention was prolonged..Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he
found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his
limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not.
Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to
seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he
carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el
Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King
cccclxxiii.Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels
tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE
KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..151. The Adventures of
Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.? ? ? ?
? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and
disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and
finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had
befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up
with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother
cxlviii.As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick!
Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath
befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king,
except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora,
and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and
children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".So he went out to
them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come
unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of
his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you
a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz
hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer
you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The
Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred
thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of
them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which
had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the
branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up
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came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many
carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne
thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may
relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is
there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with
my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of
my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house.
When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon
me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this
sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the
way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience
pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell
what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..Wind of the
East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I
am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in
his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath
vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked
him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and
pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as
often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..The drums of glad tidings
beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them
the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made
mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the
guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault
(126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at
his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection
of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this
eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her
and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed
concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!"
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