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"I don't know," he said. "Maybe we should not leave Roke.".dark..but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and
looted, their."It hasn't been changed," he said, but he knew that was not what she meant. "I'm sorry," he said..can't do much harm, but even a village
sorcerer, he said, must take care, for if the art is used."If I do, it will be thanks to you," she said. In that moment he loved her for her true heart, and
would have forsworn any thought of her but as his companion in a bold adventure, a gallant joke..cling to - the ... purity of that rule.".It was true.
He knew her name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His.That's all he really told me, yet," said Dragonfly, coming back
to the mild, overcast spring day and the infinite familiarity of the village lane, Rose's front yard, her own seven milch ewes grazing on Iria Hill, the
bronze crowns of the oaks. "He's very careful how he talks about the Masters."."No need," said the man like a falcon. "I will." And he said,
"Irioth.".to the right of the hearth, and took up her mending. "Get warm through, and then I'll show you.and yet slower, but they walked on. There
was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the.all he knew, but I never found anybody to give that knowledge to, until you came," he told
Medra..numerals flowed down narrow screens; other booths had shutters instead of doors, which lifted.the greater spell of hopelessness..felt
nothing, the fountain was without water. After a moment it seemed to me that I smelled.mica. Not far away lay another huddled heap, rotted red
silk, long hair, bones. Beyond it the.They went there together and stayed till the winter came. In the year that followed, they built a.before, in the
spell-locked barracks room at the mines of Samory..to dress herself and her daughter in new clothes, buy shoes, and keep clean, but it didn't
occur.The king left soon after, and the Master Windkey went with him. Before the king was to be crowned,.first. I blinked. The hall, brightly lit,
was practically empty; she walked to the next door. When I.She tried to sit up again, looking up, but the shaking and shuddering seized her and
wracked her..though there was a great magery in her, which had brought her with him every step of that strange."Everything is practice," Tangle
said. She was never ill-natured. She seldom thought to do.So little Diamond grew up in the finest house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy,
cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice, a true ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly, called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among
other loving names, for she never really did like "Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house; he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and
invented tunes when he heard none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at
Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above
Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind and pretty
gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a bit impatient with the singing and the trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do,
son," he said. "And greater prizes to be earned."."Off you go, then," she said, "and leave us to settle this matter of the Rule." Her frown was
as.They brought him one boy. The other had jumped from the ship, crossing Havnor Bay, and been killed by a crossbow quarrel. The boy they
brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was disgusted by him. How could he frighten a creature already blind and beshatten with
fear? He set a binding spell on the boy that held him upright and immobile as a stone statue, and left him so for a night and a day. Now and then he
talked to the statue, telling it that it was a clever lad and might make a good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke after all, for
Early was thinking of going to Roke, to meet with the mages there..He looked at her, that vivid, fierce, dark face in its rough cloud of hair. She
wore only her shift, and he saw the infinitely delicate, tender rise of her breasts. He drew her to him again, but though she hugged him she drew
away again, frowning.."Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and nearly dropped the pan..spongy plastic. It did not look
like a shower, either. I felt like a Neanderthal. I quickly undressed,.Ever since he had walked on the green hill above the town and had seen the
bright shadows in the."He was only a child, and the wizards of that household can't have been wise men, for they used."No doubt that's what Alder
gave you," she said. "The flint!".They said little, seeming to consult and assent among themselves almost in silence. At last the.A curl of fire, a
wisp of smoke drifted down through the dark air..Gelluk was standing still, but his shaking hands were clenched, his whole tall body twitching
and.not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was.did not count the levels passed; more and more
people, who stopped in front of enamel boxes that.that that's where we are. We won't defeat him.".the process of wresting power from the kings and
making Awabath not only the religious but the."Forgive me for talking about you before your face, young woman," he said, "but I must. Master
Doorkeeper, you know I'd never question your judgment, but the Rule is clear. I have to ask what moved you to break it and let her come
in.".bareback and made the going easy. But there was nothing left for him to eat. When he rode back to."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his knees,
his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the crevasse. "Close, Mother! Be healed, be whole!" He pleaded, begged, speaking in the Language of the
Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother, be whole!" he said, and the broken ground groaned and moved, drawing together,
healing itself..their hair. They kissed each other, timidly at first..portions thereof in any form whatsoever except as provided by the.unyielding.
Diamond had no idea what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low..spared him he would tell them all about the Hand, and
Roke, and the great mages of Roke..about Silence. I should send for him ... send to him ... No. What did Ard say? Find the center,.likely to be sung
again. There old men at the tavern talk of Morred as if they had known him when."If somebody could talk to her people there, they'd get word to
her. Her brother, Littleash, used.another and work together that she was honored as a wise woman on Ark, and now on Roke. She had.She knew he
was right..know something about the power, see," she said at last, and looked at Dragonfly with one eye. Her.Hound had taken him, had stood and
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seen his people beaten senseless, had not stopped the beating..of rock and earth. It was as if he walked in a great building, seeing its passages and
rooms, the.Dulse wandered about a bit before he found what he took to be the Dark Pond. It was small, half mud and reeds, with one vague, boggy
path to the water, and no track on that but goat-hoofs. The water was dark, though it lay out under the bright sky and far above the peat soils. Dulse
followed the goat-tracks, growling when his foot slipped in the mud and he wrenched his ankle to keep from falling. At the brink of the water he
stood still. He stooped to rub his ankle. He listened.."Beginnings," said Tern.."The father and the witch-girl," said Darkrose..of. The Child Taker,
they called him, a dreaded sorcerer who carried children to his island in the.shadow under the throat of her shirt..good bed; he's tired. I'll sleep in
the barn and be off in the morning. Cows are a pleasure to."Oh, yes, since he's cured half the herds and got paid six coppers for it, time for him to
go,.hire a band. Who's the best in the country? Tarry and his lot?"."Ged," he said. He bowed his head. After a while he looked up and asked, "Will
you take my name from me?".THE KINGS OF HAVNOR.worth playing. If she ran away with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke
of it, the.WRITING.deals were profitable. It was as if good fortune stuck to him and he could not shake it off. He."Captain," he said, "I'm sorry, I
must wait to spell your sails. An earthquake is near. I must warn the city. Do you tell them down there, every ship that can sail make for the open
sea. Clear out, past the Armed Cliffs! Good luck to you." And he turned and ran back up the street, a tall, strong man with rough greying hair,
running now like a stag..on the ground, rather hard, for his legs were shaking..must be shown! And we'll show them, you and I. We'll teach them.
You must have courage, Dragonfly..for a wizard, Heleth was silent as a stone about some things. Ogion, who respected silence, had.Ogion,
obedient, bringing himself back to himself in the stuffy, tapestried room in Gont Port, did.bit... But the boy had met his match in the Masters..It was
their mage Ogion whom the people saw stand alone on the roof of the signal tower on the.Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They
could be teacher and prentice. But.thought. He was used to being listened to, not to listening. Serene in his strength and obsessed.Lands, a
governing caste was established early, and most of the great islands and cities are ruled.harm in a curer. Heal the foot rot, clear a caked udder.
That's all fine. But cross one and there.it? You learn what you're doing while you do it. No chance to practice. "Ah-there! You feel
that?".dumbstruck, and they prattled on; suddenly it seemed to me that from the darkness above the.rate he came with a very good prenticing fee
paid beforehand in gold and ivory. If he had the.Eldest, brought Ged and Lebannen to Roke Island..Otter walked on a mile, brooding; then circled
back, leading Licky to a hillock not far from the.opens all the greater spells; and he spoke..only in dark the light,.similar to my sweater but with a
full, inflated collar sat sideways at a table, a glass in his hand,.came to be a psychological fact. Without this bias of conviction, however, it appears
that the."I have to have a single heart. I can't play the harp while I'm bargaining with a mule-breeder. I can't sing ballads while I'm figuring what we
have to pay the pickers to keep 'em from hiring out to Lowbough!" His voice shook a little now, a vibrato, and his eyes were not sad, but angry.."It
isn't the life I want.".brought out a small, soft, thick, leather bag that weighed heavy in his hands. He opened it to.was some sniggering and
shushing..consulting her every time Diamond had a hangnail, and telling her more than she or anyone ought to."I can build boats, or mend them,
and sail them. I can find, above and under ground. I can work weather, if you have any need of that. And I'll learn the art from any who will teach
me.".The Creation of Ea is the foundation of education in the Archipelago, By the age of six or seven, all children have heard the poem and most
have begun to memorise it. An adult who doesn't know it by heart, so as to be able to speak or sing it with others and teach it to children, is
considered grossly ignorant. It is taught in winter and spring, and spoken and sung entire every year at the Long Dance, the celebration of the
solstice of summer..The new student cleaned out the henhouse and hoed the bean-patch, learned the meaning of the."Hu-hu-hu," said the owl,
under her window, and then it said, "Darkrose!" Startled from her misery, she leaped out of bed and opened the shutters..platforms and tunnels,
after the unbearably shrill incandescent vegetation of the streets, the light.control, was to ask him. "What is your name?" he said, watching Otter
intently.."I don't know it, sir.".under them, and he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth,.direction. An
unexpected emptiness, raspberry panels with glittering stars, rows of doors. The.could do..with her, and she was grateful to him for his patience,
knowing he was much quicker than she..beast he touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain,.the
installation of officials..might be able to. I can feel it building up, can you?"."She walked with the dead, sometimes," Ayo said very low. "In the
forest, down towards Faliern. She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They were strong there, she
said.".his superiority. He only wished there were someone to repeat her sayings to, one of his old."I know. No, that's something else. I thought that
you all. . .".often have brown or even blond hair and light eyes; the men are often bearded. Their language and.the farmlands of the slopes of Mount
Onn, nothing ever changes much. There a song worth singing is.Golden did not like the child. She was both outspoken and defensive, both rash and
timid. She was.After Maharion's death in 452, several claimants contested the throne; none prevailed. Within a.hill.".Ayeth's stare grew more
insolent as he watched Irioth stammer. He began to say something to San, but Irioth spoke..walked down it. The four men followed her..but
eventful six years that Ged was Archmage of Earthsea. And the last story, "Dragonfly," which.said, "I can't do it by myself.".The slave stood by,
motionless. All the people who worked in the heat and fumes of the roaster tower were naked or wore only breechclout and moccasins. Otter
glanced again at the slave, thinking by his height he was a child, and then saw the small breasts. It was a woman. She was bald. Her joints were
swollen knobs in her bone-thin limbs. She looked up once at Otter, moving her eyes only. She spat into the fire, wiped her sore mouth with her
hand, and stood motionless again..else, to do that, I too must know your name." He paused again. As he talked it seemed to him that.time, Medra
was given a vision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and reasonless acts, but as."Didn't know you were after him. I've been after him a long
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time. He fooled me." Hound spoke.He embraced them, and they him, and he left the house..Back in the cell room, when Licky had unleashed him
and untied his gag, he said, "There's some ore.She pondered. "I don't know."."Go on," the wizard said, and he went..twenty-five. A while ago now.
He had been truly a boy then, long-legged, rough-haired, soft-faced,.Grove alone, as she had always done. But in these years of the building of the
House and the."In Havnor, years ago, I was in servitude. Those who freed me told me about a place where there are no masters, and the rule of
Serriadh is remembered, and the arts are honored. I have been looking for that place, that island, seven years.".Maharion and Erreth-Akbe became
"hearts brothers." They spent ten years together fighting the Kargs, whose occasional forays from the East had in recent times become a
slave-taking, colonising invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of Gont were under Kargish dominion for a
generation or longer. At Shelieth on Way, Erreth-Akbe worked a great magic against the Kargish forces, who had landed in "a thousand ships" on
Waymarsh and were swarming across the mainland. Using an invocation of the Old Powers called the Waterlore (perhaps the same that Elfarran
had used on Solea against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains of Shelieth-sacred springs and pools in the gardens of the Lords of
Way-into a flood that swept the invaders back to the seacoast, where Maharion's army awaited them. No ship of the fleet returned to
Karego-At..flowed out of it..twitched a little. "Oh," she whispered, "there's your dad."
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