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LE DEPUIS LE 12E SIECLE JUSQUA NOS JOURS PRECEDE DUNE INTRODUCTION S
? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights
distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46.."By
Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ...
" [And he recited as follows:].37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother
cliv.Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So
she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with
various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So
Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what
while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a
slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my
lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell
backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and
none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..Physician
by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.Then the king
summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king
had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and
did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all
honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about
to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook
myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master
took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set
sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their
goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..Conclusion..One day, there came a traveller and seeing
the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture
and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in
love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I
follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and
store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the
King of Hind and he also heard of him..2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear
cccliii.He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon
El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and
carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's
flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El
Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas
looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market
began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where
is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help
thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes
and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in
her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and
grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the
road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting
chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as
follows:.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied
thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement
who spend,.Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good
breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made
thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought
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unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in
being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all
endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head
against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and
his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was
his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..?THE
FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life,"
answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..? ? ? ? ? Fair
patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of
love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was
discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.Quoth Jesus (on
whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth
prudently is safe and conquereth, (252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more
extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not
a single dirhem.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to
my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and
went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him
to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was
absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of
chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my
soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of
understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly
stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all
his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting
plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which
was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them
and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his
retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides;
whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for
Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him
and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter
and the conquest of his tribe..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said,
'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..When the damsel (215) saw
me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I
gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love
with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and
deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is
she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself
and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from
thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but
the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and
he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth
wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the
woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".Prince Bihzad, Story of, i.
99..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..Son and his
Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..There was once, of old
days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a
vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most
High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word,
and on this wise he abode a long space of time..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.?OF THE APPOINTED TERM,
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(128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..? ? ? ? ? Look at
the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear.
Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and
gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady
Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman,
her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh."
Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..? ? ? ? ? O
skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN
AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted
deer;.120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I
will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned
them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in
question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast
him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great
village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided
him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with
me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy
reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who
welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother!
For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when
he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his
business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he
should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade
me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be
occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net
over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.94.
The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye
incontinent 'tis dight..Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that
which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover,
he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong
thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I
deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could
tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my
heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and
went away to the bazaar..? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..? ?
? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she
strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and
sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.When he had made
an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it
to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an
exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my
lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess
called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to
her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber
prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld
somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects.
(259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will,
and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and
betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he
went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and
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chagrin written on his face.."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it
would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif
said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the
burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ,
"Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119).There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace,
overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!'
One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is
in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and
said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a
company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a
goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with
various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left,
and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over
walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on
her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER
RESHID..When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king,
that.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile]
sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and
more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon
the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at
the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of
bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he
cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How
long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the
kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..Lo,
since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir
giveth ear..? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..But she
said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king,
and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt,
and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of
thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee
and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went
away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall
open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they
were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered,
committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found
themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and
behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for
that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My
severance to bewail in torment and dismay..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him,
'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth
of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof
thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the
first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them
the third hole."' (232).?Story of King Bekhtzeman..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in
her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed
her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid
that with treason mine oath I ensue!.So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present
and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his
coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three
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days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings,
laid the present before him and gave him the letter..? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to
seek for you 'twere vain..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..? ? ?
? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere,
indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A
lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.Then said she to him, "O elder, I would
fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I
would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith."
"God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who
prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy
house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh.
Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey."
But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy
themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she
said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the
vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's
empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of
his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the
grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd
opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and
attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to
make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before
him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine
account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among
them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean
to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and
there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he
was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may
talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then
he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to
him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..When his father saw the strength of his
determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him
two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and
returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his
loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling
clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied
forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and
belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him
would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? If to my favours
thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the
damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of
Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent
to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus?
Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues
of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to
the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his
affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back
strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay
my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen
thou become a name of wonderment..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to
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release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred
and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that
wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means
of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk
were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the
denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers.
He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and
made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore
[degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got
possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his
counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..So he left him for dead and
entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for
myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal
the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him,
but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's
strengths and fortified himself therein..32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's
words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the
like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no,
nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).So the thief entered, he and the husband;
and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast
fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth
he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife
from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with
thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O
thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick
of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou
shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..The eunuch fell
a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death,
but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy
death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me
and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and
the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan
feebly..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer
thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.106. The
Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall
ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..So, when they
had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest
me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and
used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a
she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons."
But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to
beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him
no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her
father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place
where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and
misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night,
without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the
traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..? ? ? ? ? c. The
Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to
ruin and decay..112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.King (The Dethroned),
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whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written
aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances,
against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if
God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad,
made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a
truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the
king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in
shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee
this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the
base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able
thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his
story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,
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