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SYNTROPY THE CHOICE BOOK 2
There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he
consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all
manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of
instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what
not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he
had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble
them; but found none of them in his house..? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank
Wife dcccxciv.Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.When the prince came before him,
he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion
to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and
gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest
thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him;
whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other
answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his
company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there
came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till
his feet swelled..Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the
army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied out in person and fought
a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman
said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply
thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and deemest that victory
is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief!
Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment and majesty, and victory is from
God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came out against me with eight
hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and
routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself
from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. Quoth he,
"Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the multitude
of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who advantageth
and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the hands of the
solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed from God,
thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and gathering together those who
remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered
my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but [trusting] in His aid.'.100. The Lovers of
the Benou Tai ccccx.? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..El
Abbas went in and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh,
whereupon he fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came
and finding the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him,
"God keep thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed
me a thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before
him, he said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king,"
answered the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest
thou the art of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought
yonder portrait and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off
for Almsgiving cccxlviii.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts,
when I appear..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright
and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress
and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she
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said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and
crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for
him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars
and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.It chanced one
day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the
eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to
sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And
the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him
spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.'
Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou
shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there
abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a
[certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.Meanwhile, the woman
went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the
towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being
acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were
present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with
him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and
he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had
done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house
[wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of
God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found
that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother
and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied
themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that
which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the
Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also
rejoiced in them..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had
done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who
turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people
and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted
from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy
father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the
Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four
thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my
commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a
wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou
of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,
though I be far distant from thee.".The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story
and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left
me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and
conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him
and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good];
whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case;
but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my
face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they
make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my
money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take
note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".The
master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art
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thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former
height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained
from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and
correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the
day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".39. Abou
Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he
went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which
time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he
was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth,
distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk
thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?'
And he reviled him..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face
of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter
and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with
him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue
of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for
questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not
thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went
down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.EL
MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED
THEM TO HIM..So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So
he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent,
when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and
seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured
her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none
other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the
singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come
hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath.."O king," answered the youth, "there
is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no
dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto
clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is
as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King
Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king
to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they
should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus
private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth,
sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the
measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war
and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him
and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting
forth his virtues and excellences..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..Then she took Tuhfeh under her
armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and
accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and
hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying,
'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and
presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's
neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And
they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show,
They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head,
weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and
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hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the
other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause
of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh
and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady
but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered,
and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to
me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her
secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).? ?
? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My
heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures
till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the
prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her
of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell
a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was
dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with
beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.So each of them went up to the
[supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my
grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and
beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against
him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the
damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest
equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So
she kissed the earth and recited the following verses:.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah
and, i. 126..Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the
urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and
the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians,
seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's
[from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she
paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the
Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the
ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king
of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable
dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he
oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings
abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his
younger brother..Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).He found it every
way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the
measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also
seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat
and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes
cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated.
So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and
kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S
STORY..Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who were of the doughtiest of
the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent Mountain], When the news
of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and bade them make ready for
departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world, and indeed the Jinn are
gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I will set all the kings of
the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the
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mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with his life? So give ear
unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene
and undisturbed content?.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.? ? ? ? ? 'Twas
not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the
Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged
aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I
was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid.
Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the
mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had
squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew
not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of
the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be
sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to
thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my
lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if
my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what
was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er
disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.Now there was with him a youth and he said,
"By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither."
Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen
goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with
palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? And pliedst
us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and
wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was
present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart
was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers,
'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting
for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's
daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the
bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her
and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide,
she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants
[of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her
speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and
saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,'
answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day,
as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee
asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and
whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.'
But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed.
Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous
story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand
and saluted him..They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou
in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my
heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the
Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my
neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me
with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me
sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the
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mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in
talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl
ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..? ? ?
? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles
ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy;
Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never
cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted,
which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this
damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get
of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit
thee of thine oath.".53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed again dccccxci.Would
God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed
brought down on me estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full
many a doughty knight,.Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term
is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy;
nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither
endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son."
Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..Now the
man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his
people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they
came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to
her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully
wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's
daughter..Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but
the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go
to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion
on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to
death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.The Khalif smiled and said to his
eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of
the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough
that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif,
"it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now
but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk;
and indeed I was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee."
The Khalif laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".? ? ? ? ? "What is the
taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then,
and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and
Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? No sin is there in drinking of wine, for it affords All that's foretold (117) of union and love and happy
cheer..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both
stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till
she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with
talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two
bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine
other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her;
(40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And
he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious
stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there
was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast
dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.God [judge] betwixt me and
her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was
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heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from
me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to
death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed
against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and
repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him
therein..? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..So she gave
him all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay
that night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel
said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win
to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion
them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and
repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and
bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship.
Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night,
or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode
with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So
they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was
wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were
out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat,
wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a
fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;'
whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad.
Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned
with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but
there betided me this and that.'.? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might
trace;.As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the
rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son
hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he
hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of
a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of
travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of
bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..Son, The History of
King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..And for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him
and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled
in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the
Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after
Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy
Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing
men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and
long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women
and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly
mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).When she
came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog
Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he
was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun
and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed
one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and
kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to
him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything
I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and
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went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who
returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise,
they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a
cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave
me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to
do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee."
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