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So he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him and

called down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said,

"May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May

no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".55. The Ruined

Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES

FROM THE ARABIC.".So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to

the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es

Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands.

He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and

desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered,

'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and

what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the

trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented

flowers..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.61.

Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered

him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a

vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the

throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the

pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore

with patience that which betided him..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me

of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business,

so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear

and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!)

hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all

honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So

is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to

whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that

which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him,

with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is

he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).When the evening evened, the king withdrew

to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man

who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire

wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's

love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so

I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw,

and he went away to his own house..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El

Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to

Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to

the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest

thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom

thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me

not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? All for a

wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant

and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found

that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that

he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed

the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent

[of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..Presently, the
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chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a

salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy

rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of

his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a

sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in

the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and

sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that

thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the

prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands

had wroughten..? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..So the

youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber

door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope

gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his

father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and

houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..10. The

Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.131.

The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne

of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise

that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen,

sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I

had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.64. Tht Vizier of

Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over

us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and

he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people

of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook

and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they

assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him

to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did

entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy

and welcome their voices they did rear..? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my

soul with the wine of contentment regale..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him

a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink

and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she

fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went

out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.Now there was in the house a fair

singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and

going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end.

Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose

me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose

thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..When Belekhsha had made an end of her

verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing.

Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were

fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;."Forget

him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to

ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit

and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it

conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to

go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom

and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days
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till the seven years should pass by..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of

Cashghar, ii. 195..As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a

casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell

a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..Then

they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for

the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was

distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.Then he wept till

he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's

respite..David and Solomon, i. 275..There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing

trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the

damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the

casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he

trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman

was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and

enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..When it

was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God advance the king! This that yonder

youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of

the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth! Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths,

for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king," answered the youth, "hasten not, for the

looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the

issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of affairs, there betideth him of joyance that

which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? So

get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the

Slave of Love xxxix.When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the

king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk

will not give over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him

this day and slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee!

Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king,"

answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If

thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an

affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who

took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said,

"O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee

from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that

thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her

presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the

Cripple dcxvi.Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast

about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife

and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for

chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman

inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth

Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that,

when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and

sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two

dirhems..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till all that was

with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a

trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces

of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die

before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay
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on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy

face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is

dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out

and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will

rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress

and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to

me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he

might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake

his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to

his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to

the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God

with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that

which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain

(116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in

affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of

Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..53. Abou Hassan es Ziyadi and the Man from Khorassan Night ccxlix.Then

she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So

she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were

full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then

she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of

prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that

which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness

of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears

ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in

affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.Officer's Story, The

Thirteenth, ii. 181..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).Sharper, The Idiot and the, i.

298..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till

the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the

morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment

the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of

gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps

burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw

this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes

and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".63. The Lovers of the

Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and

tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the

riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty

thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts

and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the

seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he

rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..The Thirteenth Night of the

Month..When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to

eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a

handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog

came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture.

Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou

wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..? ?

? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Merchant, The Unlucky, i.

73.."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious."

Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God
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show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the

Envied xlvi.? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..? ? ? ? ? o. The

Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.There was once, of old days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called

Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who

ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to

the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of

gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen.

When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter,

saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This

litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".Then he

gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I

took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of

Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him],

invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and

the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly

and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?'

I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought

out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..5. Noureddin Ali of

Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our

lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth

the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young

Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a

rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried

out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day

thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..40.

Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.The Third Day..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the

flaming red-coals of error and dismay..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he

abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).Presently, the old

woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to

her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to

the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she

considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between

the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old

woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And

Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my

condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had

lived!".? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it

lean..She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the

morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the

money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads

of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which

he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots

and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..A certain king sat one day on the

roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against

his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?"

"To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately

enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter

and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city

in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in

dreams, I had been satisfied..One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he
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would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to

the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door,

whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within

the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and

what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and

repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And

I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops

stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the

following verses:.Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave.

So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house

and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her,

to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her

and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright,

wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she

only redoubled in aversion to him..As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore

he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an

affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a

sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to

him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and

every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and

falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy

patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the

pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.She laughed and

answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought

me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me

with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she

reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided

his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of

money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master

sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to

the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and

exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy

me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I

was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a

step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.11. The Voyages

of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech

agree..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their

booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When

they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So

they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon

him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by

him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many

crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels

were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most

High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is

still unblest, ii. 88..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.It is related that Ibn es

Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es

Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my

kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou

wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er
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Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or

a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept..115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.? ? ? ?

? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent.."If it must be and no

help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon

of the summer, set in a winter's night..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and

gladden not thy soul..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never

credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..There

was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully,

so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man

(238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his

brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man

(239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and

doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I

oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky was by the sweet

of our foregathering And not a helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and

it was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of

the viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should

presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the

praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he

reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house,

and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? p.

The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Things, The King who knew the Quintessence

of, i. 239.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet

him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he

had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up

in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down.

Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I

am going to her.'.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than

he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the

following:].The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the

[God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..King Shehriyar marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to

him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more

grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided khalifs and kings and others than they with their

women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already told thee] is sufficiency for the man of

understanding and admonishment for the wise.".Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I

am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou

complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God

the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou

come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of

God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the

city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..Ramazan in my

life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his

Mistress's Honour dlvii.The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth

waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the

Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she

and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After

awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his

children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished.

He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and

they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the
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perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I

purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter

of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He

thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces

privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they

loaded on the backs of camels..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.? ? ?

? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.58. The King's Daughter and the Ape

ccclv.Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, iii. 24..When the king heard this story, he renounced

his purpose of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..When the Khalif

heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine

rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I

was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the

delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And

Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in

his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..Now the liefest of all

things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all

tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O

nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the

world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart

and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who

gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring

me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b.

The Second Old Man's Story vi.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead

with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand

dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what

deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the

other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter

and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy

saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old

horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a

young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his

robustness.'.Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they,

"there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted

upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king

bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his

wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection

of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce

of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart

blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment.

Etudes Religieuses Philosophiques Historiques Et Litteraires Vol 54 Revue Mensuelle Publiee Par Des Peres de la Compagnie de Jesus Mai-Aout

1890
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