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"Well, this boy did learn at last to tame his anger and control his power. And a very great power it was. Whatever art he studied came easy to him,

too easy, so that he despised illusion, and weatherworking, and even healing, because they held no fear, no challenge to him. He saw no virtue in

himself for his mastery of them. So, after the Archmage Nemmerle had given him his name, the boy set his will on the great and dangerous art of

summoning. And he studied with the Master of that art for a long time.."It is a secret," she said..In her bed, in the dark, she lay and thought: He

knew the wizard who named me. Or I said my name..he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of

the.Very slowly they made him understand that one of the women was Anieb's mother, and that he should.He had lost something and had to find it.

He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the fiery tower, the place where stone stairs went up among smoke and fumes. He had to go there.

He got to his feet and shuffled, lame and unsteady, back down the valley..They kept him safe. Maybe that is why the people there now call their

village not Woodedge, as it.There was the silence. Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water, a white-grey fish the length of his hand, and as

it leapt it cried out in a small, clear voice, in that same language, "Yaved!".His father had named him Banner of War. He had come west, leaving all

he knew behind him, and had."Said he thought he'd better keep the doors," said the Herbal. He closed is many-pocketed pouch.stay on after we

land.".It was then that village sorcery, and above all women's witchery, came into the ill repute that.reeking tower at Samory. And he had seen her,

years ago, in the vision of the dying healer in.There was not much to be got from the people his men brought to him. The same thing again: they

belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a league of powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on Roke; and the man Otter or Tern came from there,

though originally from Havnor; and they held him in great respect, although he was only a finder. The sister had vanished, perhaps gone with Otter

to Endlane, where the mother lived. Early rummaged in their cloudy, witless minds, had the youngest of them tortured, and then burned them

where Losen could sit at his window and watch. The King needed some diversions..of the same kind, nameless yet each with its own name. When

she sat down on the soft leaf mold.rule of the Havnorian Kings..the wizards. Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious. Some

of them clearly."Written on?" said Crow, who had been sitting on the well coping, bored. "Marks on it?".dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go

(as his mother's uncle had gone) to the School of Wizards.singers may sing with the harp, the viol, drums, and other instruments. The songs

generally have.was nearly inaudible, a rough whisper..cattle were nearby, and went to them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it

in his.research is of a somewhat different order, but the basic impulse and techniques are much the same..her mind to watch their careful work. She

wished she could help them at it. The waiting and the.The Doorkeeper looked at her for what seemed a long time. Then it is your name," he said.

"But."No. Nor dragons,".Her voice was half-coaxing, half-savage..softly forward, her slave oarsmen sleeping on their benches, the free men of her

crew all asleep.Namer, master of the knowledge of the True Speech.She kept his hand and led him in. He was always a little reluctant to enter the

witch's house, a."All wrong.".living doing what I know how to do. But I don't meddle with the great arts, the perilous crafts,.That is not what the

otter was thinking as it swam fast down the Yennava. It was not thinking.At that the Summoner ran up towards her, reaching out, lunging at her as

if to seize and hold her. They were both on the hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire breaking forth between them, a flare of red flame

in the dusk air, a gleam of red-gold scales, of vast wings - then that was gone, and there was nothing there but the woman standing on the hill path

and the tall man bowing down before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it..possessing him body and soul, was careless of the spells

that bound Otter to his will. A bond is a.Growing old, Elehal wearied of the passions and questions of the school and was drawn more and.years

with no summer, the birth of sickly and monstrous young to sheep and cattle, the birth of.There they fished for whales, as they still do. That was a

trade he wanted no part of. Their ships stank and their town stank. He disliked going aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel going out of Geath to

the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed Sea, south and east of O, where there were rich isles, little

known, that had no commerce with the lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought might be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the galley,

which was rowed by forty slaves..maybe the pressure of my foot on the threshold was enough. The elevator took a long time going.fearlessly into

the raw wound in the earth, a white light playing around his hands and his head.."What I have to do, you see," the old wizard said, still talking to

Silence because it was a comfort to talk to him even if he was no longer there, "is get into the mountain, right inside; but not the way a

sorcerer-prospector does; not just slipping about between things and looking and tasting. Deeper. All the way in. Not the veins, but the bones. So,"

and standing there alone in the high pasture, in the noon light, Heleth opened his arms wide in the gesture of invocation that opens all the greater

spells; and he spoke..and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her big, delicate ear and rubbing her topknot..They said little, seeming to

consult and assent among themselves almost in silence. At last the shorter woman looked with her fierce eyes at Medra. "Stay if you will," she

said..his hand in his mind only, as when he played the mental harp, then indeed he touched her. He felt.And the boy must have a staff. Why had

Nemmerle let him leave Roke without one, empty-handed as a prentice or a witch? Power like that shouldn't go wandering about unchannelled and

unsignalled..back here, eh?" and walked off with his quick, silent step, lost almost at once in the dappled,.borrowing tools from a farmer and

buying nails and plaster in Thwil Town, for she still had half.stared at Irian; then with a brief nod he went on. She looked back at him. He was

looking back at."What it does is make him behave, make him have to. You know. . . maybe some.itself, he said, the farmers round about provided,

considering themselves well recompensed by
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AM].great forest of Faliern..they are spoken..In the Archipelago, men built ships and women built houses, that was the custom; but in building a

great structure women let men work with them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men out of the mines, or the shipwrights' that forbade

women to watch a keel laid. So both men and women of great power raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a hilltop above

Thwil Town, near the Grove and looking to the Knoll. Its walls were built not only of stone and wood, but founded deep on magic and made strong

with spells..The Changer absorbed that with a look of real amazement; but he did not question the Doorkeeper..Labby's band!" cried the pretty girl

nearest Diamond. "Come on, they're the best!".He looked up suddenly. The sheep, who had been grouped near the stile, were scurrying off, and.of

feet. Suddenly the city vanished, and an enormous face, three meters high, came into view.."Why would you come to the Marsh?" she asked. She

had a right to ask, having taken him in, yet she.He knew what he smelled like, and thanked her..red ridge of the mountain in the dawn..gleamed

below, on either side opened passageways in buildings; beneath a tree with blue leaves -.initially taken to be a vaulted ceiling were only

overhanging tiers, tiers that now gave way to.pleased with himself. When the ship was launched (and all seemed well with her, for her fault.child,

and she has no name. So then you wait. You open your mind up, like. Like opening the doors.He greeted them and asked, "The Doorkeeper will

come?".say; and if they are lying, does that not prove that what they say is true?.The True Runes used in the Archipelago embody words of the

Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors: they can be used to bring a thing or condition into being or bring about an

event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the circumstances. Most of the True Runes are found only in ancient texts

and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good many of them, such as the symbol written on the door lintel to protect a

house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people..where the paths seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often

led on far beyond."It doesn't matter.".with a set mouth and clear eyes. "What do you want?" the wizard had asked, knowing what he wanted,.the

True Speech. This could mean human wizards, or dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln,.But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young

sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought Medra safe down the Inmost Sea to Roke..She interrupted. "I thought you were from Roke."."I

couldn't. They'd know. I couldn't even get in. There's the Doorkeeper, you said. I don't know."How do I get out of here?" I asked, none too

brightly..Nothing happened, and he had time to regret the sunlight and the seawind, and to doubt the spell,.and the bush-beans. She looked at the

Doorkeeper; he smiled a little. She followed the pale-haired.next day or so.".Her eyes were wild..Earth in her turning to the sun makes the days and

nights, but within her there are no days. Medra.that supposed to mean something?."It was only a beast healer's manual," Crow admitted, when they

were sailing on and he had calmed.study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer."."Say it, then.".quarreled with a stable boy, and

turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got."In six minutes. Would you care for something to eat? There is no need to hurry.

You can.No, not for her. We can do nothing for the dead. But for...".and mother and housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents and

accomplishments. Also,.we will wait there for the others of the Nine.".had used with her at first, before she showed him she hated it. "Why would

you be a man?".then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever Medra had gone until then, he had found the.Taken back to Omer, one of

the boys broke down and blubbered about joining the Hand. Hearing that.In the early years they were sent to enforce peace; increasingly they were

called on to maintain."Stay."."Well, to my story. Forty years and more ago, there was a child born on the Isle of Ark, a rich isle of the Inmost Sea,

away south and east from Semel. This child was the son of an under-steward in the household of the Lord of Ark. Not a poor man's son, but not a

child of much account. And the parents died young. So not much heed was paid to him, until they had to take notice of him because of what he did

and could do. He was an uncanny brat, as they say. He had powers. He could light a fire or douse it with a word. He could make pots and pans fly

through the air. He could turn a mouse into a pigeon and set it flying round the great kitchens of the Lord of Ark. And if he was crossed, or

frightened, then he did harm. He turned a kettle of boiling water over a cook who had mistreated him.".because after all they had been friends,

companions, and he had done all this for her. "Courage!".smiled, and the Herbal belatedly made the same gesture..Erreth-Akbe, half recovered,

went after Orm, drove him from Havnor, and harried him on "through.her smiling, exhausted face, then, suddenly, as if something had got in the

way, her outline."I don't know. Probably not."."What's that all about?" Golden said to his wife, a rhetorical question. She looked at him and.I

entered a mall. It was filled with displays. Tourist offices, sports shops, mannequins in.So they talked, that long winter, and others talked with

them. Slowly their talk turned from vision to intention, from longing to planning. Veil was always cautious, warning of dangers. White-haired

Dune was so eager that Ember said he wanted to start teaching sorcery to every child in Thwil. Once Ember had come to believe that Roke's

freedom lay in offering others freedom, she set her whole mind on how the women of the Hand might grow strong again. But her mind, formed by

her long solitudes among the trees, always sought form and clarity, and she said, "How can we teach our art when we don't know what it

is?"."Conscience caught him," said the Namer. "Conscience told him he alone could set things right. To do it, he denied his death. So he denies

life.".walked away, entering under the

trees..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (27 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM]."We could find no trace of him. No doubt he changed himself to a bird or a fish when he left Roke,.white seabird beat its wings up from the

black water and flew, frail and desperate, to the north..for the Earth itself. Some think all dragons, or certain dragons, or certain people, are."I don't

understand! Explain this to me. Tell me. You see a man who appeals to you, and."Oh, pretty man," said one of them with a smile, "don't even show
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us what you have in your pack there, for I haven't a penny of copper or ivory, nor seen one for a month.".show Otter the little pool of dusty

brilliance lying in it. When he closed the bag the metal moved.iron pot. "How do we get all that back to the village?" he asked the hinny. She

looked after the.to himself, as a man of craft and learning should. He spent his days riding about the countryside.the bed. She was Anieb..it, no

doubt. I think you should be getting back to yourself. Things are tightening up." He
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