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The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to

whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and

the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance;

and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the

palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier,

"if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and

sister.".Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in

his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an

assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than

he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled

and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her

whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon

Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place,

as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them

hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for

that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things

become straight, after crookedness..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..For the uses of food I

was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap,

and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said,

"Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped

at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of

this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi

Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to

possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction

are sore upon me on her account.".The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young

merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of

time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright

and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and

on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the

trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and

lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..Seventh

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..69. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.Then he caused rear him among the nurses and

matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high

mountain and dug there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and

what not else and made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the

first of each month he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him

and strain him to his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return;

and he used to count the days till the seven years should pass by..I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..The Eleventh Day..Thief, A

Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to

fair..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of

him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so

I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As

for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and

coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand

a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..? ? ? ? ? How

long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their

worth nor yet how dear.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..Fuller and his Wife,

The, i. 261..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.All this time, the young
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Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel

had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's

Sixth Brother clxiv.O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ?

Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..So saying, he took leave of the woman

and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days'

journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El

Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe

and pleasing to the eye..When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I

shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by

Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his

stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I

put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee

that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his

chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination

of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a

happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and

was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the

gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and

bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him

the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it

with apparel and ornaments..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..62. Abdallah ben

Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly,

which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said

to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the

youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a

lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me

forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is

my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's

Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.?Story of Abou Sabir..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing,

to quench it I was fain..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid

bare!.Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode

thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast

myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And

[one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set

before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return

for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his

ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps

and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace

I hoped should yet betide;.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched

him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said

in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look

on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the

pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the

money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage

(182) and took up his abode there..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW

THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy

herself. So she said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh,

'needs must I go down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou

bring them up to us, they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that

they may cheer me with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs
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must I go down to them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee

down beside them.'.? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning,

will I or nill..? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?"."He

shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who

says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple

dcxvi.138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206)

a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he

might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise,

the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.'

So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and

surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the

guards..Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..El Abbas went in and

passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he fell

down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came and finding the

prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep thee,

(60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a thousand

regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he said to

him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered the

painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art of

painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait and

went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How

bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one

of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing

of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her

down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin

against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst

sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to

prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon

she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess

Hind ccccv.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of

sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and

affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said,

one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a

story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they

should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art

heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion

and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk

will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou

go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine

advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".So saying, he sprang to his feet

and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them,

whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left

that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth

of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which

had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year,

after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this

a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his

deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor,"

added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied

vizier.".When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his
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army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When

Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still

raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow

called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming

and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green

standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know

that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave

his Fair Daughter in, i. 247.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty.

Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about

from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at

home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a

great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till

the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at

whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide

[with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..?

? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..The queen rejoiced in her and putting

out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her,

'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh

Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl

of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee

and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy

breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all

the Jinn.' (226).Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and

they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,'

answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and

if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not

speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he

be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he

said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the

astrologers lied.'.? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..There was once, in the

land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from

want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the

effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver

and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..When the two

kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their

kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter

of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the

vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed

and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest

He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the

despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the

king and of his oppressive dealing with them..The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee

a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I

do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an

instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave

thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now

complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not"

"Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,]

whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is

safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more
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extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.When the king

had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid

himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed

and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him,

saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113)

and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not

be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was

chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive

a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become

Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their

ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the

house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to

the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.'

And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to

them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they

referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Then

they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for

the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was

distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.Sharper, Story of

the Old, ii. 187..The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both

in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and

now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;'

and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took

the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out

his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248)

O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he

called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.'

And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..Then he carried him to his house and

stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and

clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up

with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with

her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the

chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the

king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like]

affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out

to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine

eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of

her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his

house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she

refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his

village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should

say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and

coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and

beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The

news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I

brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt

her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after

which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his

Pot of Butter dccccii.[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast]

and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We
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asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of

the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved;

wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted

[the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the

trough of the sea..Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house,

knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So

he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty.

Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and

said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out

came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and

going away, passed the night in his lodging..Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo

and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been

in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his

partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast

about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife,

'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my

brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the

governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt

help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in

the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3.."O king,"

answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness

magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He

commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou

purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And

what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife

dlxxxiv.To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.? ?

? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..78. The

Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my

heart and thought with you remain.
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