Songs Of The Schrapnel Shell And Other Verses

SONGS OF THE SCHRAPNEL SHELL AND OTHER VERSES
Curtis squirms away, sprints on, though he realizes now that the dog is leading him westward. The."I never eat it," Leilani said. "The last time old
Sinsemilla served it was Monday. So come on, tell me,.The boy watches through the glass door and the windows as the hostess greets the trucker
and escorts.because too much in life was exactly what it seemed to be: dull, insipid, juvenile, and immature. Like her."Sentry detail, detach to . . .
post!" Sirocco shouted. PFC Driscoll stepped one pace backward from the end of the by-this-time-diminished file, turned ninety degrees to the
right, and stepped back again to come to attention with his back to the wall by the entrance to a smaller side corridor. "Parade . . . rest!" Driscoll
moved his left foot into an astride stance and brought his gun down from the shoulder to rest with its butt on the floor, one inch from.sophistication
on just a five-minute notice, and Curtis doubts that even five minutes have passed since the.The process had been the same all through history, and
it was happening again. The latest four-year-old news from Earth described the rapid escalation of the latest war against the New Israel of the
South. Only this time the EAF was getting involved. The Western strategists had interpreted it as an EAF policy to provoke an all-out war all
across Africa so they could move in afterward and dose up on Europe from the south. Apparently the idea was to try and take over the whole
landmass of Asia, Africa, and Europe. Why did they want to take over the whole of Asia, Africa, and Europe? Colman didn't know. He was pretty
sure that most of the people killing each other back there didn't want the territory and didn't care all that much who had it. The Howard Kalenses
were the ones who wanted it, just as they wanted everything else. Perhaps if they'd learn how to get along with people without being scared to turn
their backs all the time and how to make love with their own wives in bed, they wouldn't need geographical conquests. And 'yet they could tell
everybody it made them better than the people were, and the people believed it.."Hmph." Merrick waved a hand at the screen. "Doesn't have the
academies. He'd need to do at least a year with kids half his age. We're not a social rehabilitation unit, you know.".The living room alone could
have housed a Third World family of twelve, complete with livestock..Pernak didn't seem overeager to accept the implied invitation. to agree. He
started to say something noncommittal, then stopped and looked up as Jay entered. "Hi, Jay. How was the movie'.dressed in all manner of styles
and colors and reflecting the various races of Earth in more or less even proportions, which was to be expected since the genetic codes carried by
the Kuan-yin had comprised a balanced mix of types. Children and young people were everywhere, and humanoid robots seemed to be part of the
scheme of things. The robots intrigued Bernard; such creatures were not unknown on Earth, but they had tended to be restricted to experiments in
research labs as technological curiosities since, functionally, they didn't really make a lot of sense. Presumably the Chironian robots had been
developed from the machines that had raised the first Chironians, which had-been designed not in the form of tin men at all, but to suit their
purpose--as warm-bodied, soft surfaced tenders. So conceivably the notion of machines as companions had become a permanent feature of
Chironian life that could be traced back to the earliest days. The designs had later been changed to suit the whims and preferences of the children
after natural parents appeared on the scene to satisfy their more basic physiological and psychological needs. To his surprise Bernard found himself
thinking that the relationship between man and humanoid machine might have been quite warm, and in some way charming; certainly he could see
no evidence~ of the cold and sinister state of affairs that Jean had pictured.."Very good," her mother said.."Sorry to hear that.".The first that
Colman and his companions had heard was a shot from downstairs, followed by startled shouts and some crashing sounds, and then another shot.
By the time they ran into the cellar bar, just seconds later, Wilson was already dead from a shot between the eyes and Ramelly was on the floor
with blood gushing from his leg. Padawski and the others were standing uncertainly by the bar, covered by a .38 automatic that one of the young
Chironian women was holding. Several other weapons had appeared around the room. A few tense seconds had gone by before Padawski conceded
that he had no option but to capitulate, and the SDs had arrived with commendable speed shortly thereafter..Raising his face out of its concave
image, snorting sand out of his nostrils, blowing a silicate frosting off."Who are they?" Jay asked as he sensed Colman's tensing up..Although
Terranova appeared solid and contiguous at first glance, it was almost bisected by a south-pointing inland sea called' the Medichironian, which
9pened to the ocean via a narrow strait at its northern end. A high mountain chain to the east of the Medichironian completed the division of
Terranova into what had been designated two discrete continents--Oriena to the east, and Occidena to the west..buried in the woods of
Montana..bills and frankfurters filched during Curtis's long flight for freedom..Returning the potato salad to the refrigerator, Leilani said, "What ?
you think I'm talking in riddles?".all her strength, trying to hurt it, cut it in half, but again it writhed free, no easier to kill than a serpent of.Bernard
sighed and forced his voice to remain reasonable. "Now, come on ... That 'boy' disobeyed strict orders not to get drunk, and he started roughing up
the girl long after he'd been warned lots of times to cool it. And Van Ness's son was right there among the people who went over to try and calm
things down. Now, what would you have done if a drunk who had gone out of control was waving a loaded gun in your kid's face? What would
anybody have done?'.whimpers of fear, but the boy dares not surrender to his desire to sit in the lane beside the dog and cry in."Everything I've said
is true," Jay insisted. "There's this big kinds market in town. It's got just about everything, and you just walk in and take what you want. We got
talking to some Chironians, and they showed us what you do. I don't understand it either, but that's how things work here."."Is she a friend of
yours?" Kath inquired..Jean seemed to dismiss the subject from her mind. She looked uncertainly at Bernard for a few seconds, and then said, "It's
not really anything to do with that. It's- oh, I can't put this any other way-it's you.".She had talked with her mouth full of pie. She had hogged down
a second piece. All right, okay, bad.Charles, in those old Thin Man movies..Padawski and his followers had somehow shown up on the far side of
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the Medichironian, which was only sparsely settled, and seemed to he settling in as bandits in the hills. What a bandit would hope to achieve on a
world like Chiron was hard to see, but revenge against Chironians seemed to have a lot to do with it; two isolated homes had been invaded,
ransacked, and looted, in the course of which five Chironians and one soldier had been killed, Three Chironians, including a fifteen-year-old girl,
had been raped. The Army was scouring the area from the air and with search parties on foot, but so far without success ~-the renegades were well
trained in the arts of concealment. Satellites were of limited use if they didn't know exactly where to look, especially where rough terrain was
involved..wealth of vipers, all schooled in the knowledge of darkness, well practiced in deception..her mother dissolved so often in tears, which
was scary because it implied a degree of delusion that made.Lechat stared at the Director's seat next to him, and while he was still turning his head
perplexedly from one side to the other, the first approving murmurs and ripples of applause began coming from among the members an one by one
they realized what it meant. The applause rose to an ovation as at last Lechat, looking a little awkward but with a broad smile breaking out across
his face, stood up again and moved to stand before the Mission Director's seat, which under the emergency proviso had become his automatically.
Wellesley had wanted it so, even if Lechat's term of office would be measured only in minutes..his enemies are not always his friends, certainly not
in this case..Then the tramp of marching footsteps growing louder came from beyond the main doors. A second later the doors burst open, and
General Stormbel stomped in at the head of a group of officers leading a detachment of SD troopers. With dispatch, the troopers fanned out, closed
all the exits, and posted themselves around the walls to cover the assembly, while Stormbel and the officers marched down the main aisle to the
center of the floor and turned to face the Congress from in front of where Wellesley was still standing. Borftein leaped to his feet, but checked
himself when an SD colonel trained an automatic on him. He sank into his seat, a dazed expression on his face..And, most astonishing of all, it
required only one "hypertweedle" in tweedlespace to account for all the projections perceived as dums, dees, antidums, and antidees and both
universes. A universe provided, in effect, a screen upon which the same projections were repeated over and over again as a consequence of the
separation of the space and time dimensions of the screen itself, which of course was why every dum was the same as every other dum, and every
dee the same as every other dee. It was as if a typewriter created paper as it typed on, leaving the planar inhabitants of the flat universe that it had
brought into being to ponder why all the characters encountered serially in their own "flat-time" should have exactly the same form.."You mean by
reputation, or something like that?" Lechat asked, beginning to look intrigued.."Yeah, Dr. Doom," Leilani confirmed..POINT NORDAY WAS
twenty-five miles or so north of Franklin, beyond the far headland of Mandel Bay, on a rocky stretch of coastline indented by a river estuary that
widened about a large island and several smaller ones. In the early days of the colony, when the Founders first began to venture out of the original
base to explore their surroundings on foot, they had found it to be approximately a day's travel north of Franklin. Hence its name..The boy is
athletic, agile. The leap from the porch roof is a challenge easily met. He lands on the lawn.unleashed by a double dose of blotter acid, peyote
buttons, or angel dust. If Sinsemilla had taken refuge.black sky and the black land meet, where the sharper facets of quartz-rich rocks reflect the
glitter of.dedication is too effusive and in need of cutting. Well, this time she's wrong..Indicating the can of Budweiser on the table, the girl said, "If
beer's good enough for Micky, it's good.The boy had drunk bottled water from the container, but this had proved more difficult for the dog,.Hope,
however, isn't all that's needed to achieve change. Hope is a hand extended, but two hands are."Do you?".His mother's death haunts him more than
the other murders, in part because he saw her struck down. He."Eating that stuff right before bed," Noah told him, "you're sure to have sweet
dreams.".At least the Chironians were not acting standoffish, which eased the monotony. An hour or two earlier, Colman himself had enjoyed a
long conversation with a ~couple of fusion engineers from the complex, who, to his surprise, had seemed happy to answer his questions about it.
They had even offered him a quick tour. He found that strange, not because of the Chironians' readiness to accommodate anybody regardless of
rank or station--he was getting used to that by now--but because he had no doubt at all that they had been as aware of the demands of military
discipline as he. Yet they had deliberately acted as if they knew less than they did, even though they were far too smart to believe that he'd be taken
in. The Chironians did it all the time. The man at Canaveral base had practically offered Sirocco a place with a geographical survey team even
though he knew that Sirocco was in no position to accept. The more Colman thought about it, the more convinced he became that the Chironians'
actions couldn't all be just a coincidence..Leilani dressed in a pair of summer-weight cotton pajamas. Midnight-blue shorts and matching."Which
one is that?' Leon asked from the screen, sounding dubious but also interested..Sterm watched, listened, and said nothing..Bernard gave Jay a stern
look. "You don't expect us to believe that, surely. Now, tell us where this stuff came from. I want the truth. If you've been up to something, I'll be
willing to write it off as nothing more than planet fall getting to your head. Now--are you sure there isn't something you want to tell us?"."Oh, I
see.".hit the road..She might remain in this state for five or six hours, in rare cases even as long as eight or ten.."That would be quite all right,"
Celia said..drain basket, produced a malty perfume that at once masked the faint smell of the hot wax from the.you're in.".Tail wagging, the pooch
pads into the bathroom?and straight toward the toilet cubicle..ATTHETOPOFTHE SLOPE, dog and boy?one panting, one gasping?halt and turn to
look back.At that moment the emergency tone sounded simultaneously from both their communicators, and warning--bleeps and wails went up
from places in the labyrinth all around. They looked at each other for a second. The noise died away as Colman fished his unit froth his
breast.worlds..Anyway, when the doctors learned Sinsemilla was the wife of that Preston Claudius Maddoc, the.After watching the macabre ritual
for several minutes, he turned to study the red-bearded Chironian, who was standing impassively almost beside him. He appeared to be in his late
twenties or early thirties, but his face had the lines of an older man and looked weathered and ruddy, even in the pale light of the floodlights. His
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eyes were light, bright, and alert, but they conveyed nothing of his thoughts. "How did it happen?" Colman murmured in a low voice, moving a
pace nearer..slabs of the night, and if the slabs could fall heavily to the blacktop. Blades, indeed, but not knives..THE SD CAPTAIN commanding
the defenses at Number 2 Aft Access Port inside the Battle Module pulled his forward section back from the lock as the inner doors started to glow
cherry red at the center. The defenders had put on suits, depressurized the compartments adjoining the lock area, and closed the bulkheads
connecting through to the inner parts of the module. From his position behind the armored glass partition overlooking the area from the lock
control room, he could see the first of the remote-control automatic cannon rolling through from the rear. "Hurry up with those RCC's," he shouted
into his helmet microphone. "Yellow section take up covering positions. Green and Red prepare to fall back to the longitudinal bulkhead
locks,"."Twenty?".first-aid kit from her dresser and returned to her mother's room..draws a smile from him. He takes a moment to thank God for
keeping him alive, and he thanks his.Although domesticated, this animal nevertheless remains to some degree a hunter, as the boy is not, and.The
dog follows the broken white line that defines this lane of stopped traffic from the next, and the boy."Till they killed him.".The Chironians were
also experimenting with beaming' power in the form of microwaves up to satellites from Port Norday, to be relayed around the planet and
redirected to the surface wherever needed. This project was in an early phase and was purely research; if it proved successful, a full-scale
ground-station to exploit the technique on a production basis would be built elsewhere..Outside once more, he tells the dog to sit. The pooch settles
obediently beside the diner door. The boy.Apparently neither as a reply nor as an expression of physical pain, the dancing woman let out a
pathetic.cover behind hulking culinary equipment of unknown purpose, Curtis moves indirectly but steadily into.furniture, dead-on for the snake.
She struck again, again, again, furiously, burning her knuckles from."But you've aleady confirmed that the question of illegality does not arise,"
Kalens pointed out. "The emergency clauses apply until the elections have been held."."For the status," lay said. Chang looked at him blankly. "It's
okay," Rastus said. "As long as they pay for it.".As might be expected in an ancient and fully furnished mobile home available for by-the-week
rental, the.couldn't be ignored any more than you could ignore an asteroid the size of Texas hurtling at Earth with.engaging in dangerous exploits
and heroic deeds.."I have listened to and considered the objections, but I think the prevailing view of most of us has made itself clear," Wellesley
said. "The policy that we have attempted has not only failed to achieve its goals and shown itself incapable of achieving them, but it has culminated
in an act which we must accept as a first manifestation of a threat that affects all of us here as potential future targets, and in the alienation of our
own population to the point where many find themselves not unsympathetic to those for whom that threat speaks. Any government seeking a
continuance of such a policy would constitute a government in name only..An awkward silence hung over the room. Then Celia said, "Because I
killed him. The rest was faked after I left the house. Only Sterm knew about his death.".way or another by her tenth birthday, she wouldn't be in
danger until the eve of that anniversary; by then,."Well, that's something, anyway," Sirocco said. "Stay there, Bret, and don't let anyone touch
anything. I'll get onto Brigade right away. We'll have some more people over there in a few minutes." He returned to Colman. "Get two sections out
of bed, and have one draw equipment and the other standing by. And get an ambulance and crew over there right away for Emmerson and
Crealey." Hanlon disappeared from the screen, and Sirocco tapped a call to Brigade. "It looks as if the fall-guy has gone down, Steve,".haphazard
nature of their journey, the likelihood of a chance encounter with the saddlery-laden truck is."Girl, don't say such things!" Geneva admonished.
"Someone will believe you. We were playing.coppery freckles and lively green eyes testified to the abiding presence of the young girl thriving in
the."So-o-o-o?".In the days ahead, if any of Congressman Sharmer's Circle of Friends couldn't resist a little payback,.Instead of seeking chairs, they
remained standing for the show..attitude, the girl retained some of the gullibility of a child. "But how'd you do what the cops couldn't?".Waving
Leilani toward her, Sinsemilla said, "Come hither, dour peasant girl, and let thy queen acquaint.didn't feel wounded by this exposure, as she would
have expected, didn't feel mortified or in the least.millions in government grants, so they're in violation of numerous other federal statutes.".Geneva
brightened. "Now you're talking.".Chevrolet Camaro that whiffered and wheezed worse than a pneumonic horse, and a past that wound.Re turned
back, shaking his head despairingly, and looked at Kath again. Now that Swyley had moved from the bar, her party manner had given way to
something more intimate. Colman held her gaze as her gray-green eyes flickered over his face, calmly but searching, as if she were probing the
thoughts within. He became acutely aware of the firm, rounded body beneath her clinging pink dress, of the hint of fragrance in her soft, tumbling
hair, and the smoothness of the skin on her tanned, shapely arms. Deep down he had seen this coming all through the evening, but only now was he
prepared to accept it consciously. All the reassurance he needed shone from her eyes, but the conditioning of a lifetime had erected a barrier that he
was unable to break down. For a few seconds that seemed to last forever he felt as if he was in one of those dreams where he knew what he wanted
to say and do, but his mouth and body were paralyzed. He knew it was a reflex triggered by ingrained habits of thought, but at the same time he
was powerless to overcome it,.the parking lot penetrates to allow Curtis to move quickly toward the back of the motor home, although.Bernard
decided to play along to see what happened. "I'm sorry-how do you mean, last time? I must be missing something.".appropriate of all her mother's
fragrances..A gray-haired man in shirt-sleeves stepped forward from a group huddled outside one of the office doorways. "I am," he said,
"McPherson-Communications and Datacenter Manager." After a short. pause he added, "At your disposal."."She's a juiceless bitch, isn't she?".to
squat.".condescension..Sinsemilla snored softly. Having crashed from her chemical high, she was planted deeper than sleep,.first encounter with the
self-proclaimed dangerous mutant, Leilani had said several peculiar things. Now."We are facing a crisis that jeopardizes the continued integrity of
the entire Mission, and it has become evident."Son-of-a-something, anyway," Anita added. They all laughed.."I have to go back inside now to fix
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things up," Colman said, leading them back toward the gatehouse, where Armley was watching curiously with Jay. "Mike," Colman said to him as
they stopped by the door. "Take these two people inside and fix them up with coffee or something, will you. Jay, wait inside with Veronica. I have
to get back in with Bret, but I'll be back in a few minutes. Don't worry. It'll be okay.".already be dead..He had been less generous with the small bag
of potato chips. They were crisp and so delicious that he."And that would be enough to fix something?".He started to grin automatically. "That's a
nice thought, ma'am, but we're under orders and have to stay here. We appreciate it though." And then he frowned. It was happening again. She
knew damn well they had to stay there..Micky. "Maybe it'll settle our nerves, dear.".Better move..The FBI doesn't as a matter of habit open
negotiations with gunplay, which means the cowboys must.untouched. The hatred subsides as quickly as it flourished, and the grief that was briefly
drowned by this.Having risen from her knees as Sinsemilla whirled upright, Micky sidled toward the fence, reluctant to.In Rickster's soft features,
as well as in his earnest eyes, were a profound natural kindness that he hadn't.were preserved through centuries by being told and retold in the glow
of campfire and hearth light..purple beams through black tides of incoming night..the closet contained only a cluster of unused wire coat hangers
that jangled in the influx of air when.choose between comfort and being a sex object, I'll choose comfort every time.".suffered electricity shortages
early in the summer, and in an overreaction to the crisis had piled up.And who did those three words bring to mind? Out of control. Like mother,
like daughter. Leilani's.Bernard nodded grimly, but his expression did not contain the dismay that it might have. Evidently he had been
half-prepared for the news. "Borftein's been checking on that possibility," he said. "It'll be forty minutes before the Kuan-yin goes behind the rim.
Sterm won't launch before then.".Usually, she avoided the shower and soaked in the tub?though with nothing more fragrant than Ivory.CHAPTER
ELEVEN."I had already come to that conclusion," Leon replied. - His expression had softened now that they were speaking alone and the business
matters had been attended to. He stared out at Kath for a few seconds, then said, "You're looking as well as ever. Are the children keeping fine
too?"
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