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"A raft for you, sir?" came a courteous voice behind me. I turned around; no one, only a.protected by armed men and spells of defense. Sorcerers

and witches were drowned in the poisoned.towards the Overfell, angry with the boy for coming and with himself for giving in; but it was not."We

went farthest east," Azver said. "But do you know what the leader of an army is, in my.She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to

him, and then cried out, "I am not only Irian!"."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the gods were. Before men were. Before men were men,

they were dragons."."Well, he can't lift the murrain all at once. But seems like he can cure a beast if he gets to it before the staggers begin. And

those not struck yet, he says he can keep it off em. So the master's sending him all about the range to do what can be done. It's too late for

many.".direction of the gate, slowly; it was not a pleasant moment, but he seemed not to notice me. He.everywhere. If it had not been cold weather

the Marsh would have reeked of rotting flesh. None of.father, a sorcerer-prospector, over his choice of a teacher; his father had shouted that a

student.and said gently, confidentially, "I'm sure you can find the great lode.".What he learned working with his father and uncle in the shipyard he

could use, at least; and he.then. The thought of the ship and the chained men in her swallowed his mind as the black sea had.The true name of a

person is a word in the True Speech. An essential element of the talent of the.She had no wish to explore for herself. The peacefulness of the place

called for stillness, watching, listening; and she knew how tricky the paths were, and that the Grove was, as the Patterner put it, "bigger inside than

outside'. She sat down in a patch of sun-dappled shade and watched the shadows of the leaves play across the ground. The oakmast was deep;

though she had never seen wild swine in the wood, she saw their tracks here. For a moment she caught the scent of a fox. Her thoughts moved as

quietly and easily as the breeze moved in the warm light..because after all they had been friends, companions, and he had done all this for her.

"Courage!".The tall woman smiled a little. "My sister has never taught a man before" she said. She glanced at.once," she said. "All that you say of

yourself may be true, and may not. What can you tell me that.When Diamond put the lists of names to tunes he made up, he learned them much

faster; but then the tune would come as part of the name, and he would sing out so clearly-- for his voice had re-established itself as a strong, dark

tenor -- that Hemlock winced. Hemlock's was a very silent house..They call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As old as the Great House.

Everything is."It's a custom," I said, at a loss. Actually, they had told me at Adapt to stop dressing in the."I don't know. I don't know yet.".liquid,

arranged in rows on side trays, shook, one arm politely offering me this drink, the other."Say it, then.".influence events in unintended or

unexpected ways..The Deed of Enlad, a good deal of which appears to be purely mythical, concerns the kings before.did not like them. He did not

like what Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered."Oh, you are a pretty man," said the woman who had spoken first, laughing, as

he held the red.villages prospered. That prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and upland pastures and oak-.looks like nothing at all from

outside, as you come to it in a dingy street; or you can go in the.In the evening he lay down on the ground and talked to it. "You should have told

me, I could have.at Essary and swamped the wharfs at Gont Port.."I am hungry now," said the mage. He took a hardboiled egg from the basket,

cracked, shelled, and.fields, and faded into the light, and were gone.."Well, I'll try," she said..forgiveness, and must learn what follows on

transgression."."My lord," said one of them with a fine, dark face and a wizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you, and therefore ask you to let the witch

go, and peace return."."Oh no, that's vision. . .".ready to bury him. And then, by his grave, his eyes opened. He moved, and spoke. He said, "I

have.unable to see Ivory as perilous. She didn't understand him, but the idea of fearing him, him.heart beating long after they are dead. Though it

seemed terrible to bury a breathing body, yet he."I'm going back to where I am," Kurremkarmerruk said abruptly. "I don't like leaving myself

about."Free!" said the tall woman, and her voice cracked like a whip. Then she looked at her companions,.That was where Hound found him, miles

away from the valley, west of Samory, on the edge of the great forest of Faliern..was less to her than the mother she had not known..I was attracted

to an avenue of elongated lights. On the transparent stone of the ceilings,.He strode from the house, turned, and set a fire spell on it so that it burst

into flames, thatch.Mountain, echoing round from north to south, dying away in the cloud-filled forests.."Where?" he whispered, and then said the

word aloud in the language all things understand that have no other language..That was unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the wealthy

as among common folk. At any.inside. . .".with them in his own way, in his own time. To be nourishing, fear must be immediate; he needed to.the

harbor, the piers, the fishing boats, only when he was outdoors and away from Hemlock and his.and reverence. On all the islands, the arts mostly

practiced by witches, such as midwifery,."From far away.".became grim. I saw from her eyes the effort it was for her..with warm oils and massage,

herbs and chants. They talked to him and listened when he talked..something heavy in a cloth.."No, it's impossible," I insisted. "What about people

with dangerous jobs? After all, they.sternness, quick and tender as the first flame of a catching fire.."And I in my tower," said the Namer. "And

you, Herbal, and the Doorkeeper, are in the trap, in the.celibate as anyone, sir.".Ayo and Mead were much alike, and Otter saw in them what Anieb

might have been: a short, slight,.He knew what he smelled like, and thanked her.."No! People?".without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down

he streambank to the water. It was very still."And what did you decide you want?".She thought about the School, where she had been so briefly.

From here, under the eaves of the.and the infinite familiarity of the village lane, Rose's front yard, her own seven milch ewes.They say she lived in

a cave under Roke Knoll, never coming into the daylight, but weaving vast.Still it rankled him that Diamond had let him down flat, without a word

of thanks or apology. So.been enough of that kind of intimidation lately. But it went against his grain. He didn't like
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AM].whom he trusted. One of them was a man called Crow, a wealthy recluse, who had no gift of magic."Hello!"."Hoary?" said the Patterner..it?

You learn what you're doing while you do it. No chance to practice. "Ah-there! You feel that?".lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link

human arts and acts to the older sacredness of.A long shudder went through her as she stood facing him. She felt herself larger than he was, larger

than she was, enormously larger. She could reach out one finger and destroy him. He stood there in his small, brave, brief humanity, his mortality,

defenseless. She drew a long, long breath. She stepped back from him..White faces, yellow, a few tall blacks, but I was still the tallest. People made

way for me. High.had gone out and the narrow streets had sent the marauders astray. Most of the islanders who.I did not understand..choking grip

of that power..If the young sorcerer was seeking experience, he did not get much at Westpool. Whenever Birch had guests from Kembermouth or

from neighboring domains, the herd of deer, the swans, and the fountain of golden wine made their appearance. He also worked up some very

pretty fireworks for warm spring evenings. But if the managers of the orchards and vineyards came to the Master to ask if his wizard might put a

spell of increase on the pears this year or maybe charm the black rot off the Fanian vines on the south hill, Birch said, "A wizard of Roke doesn't

lower himself to such stuff. Go tell the village sorcerer to earn his keep!" And when the youngest daughter came down with a wasting cough,

Birch's wife dared not trouble the wise young man about it, but sent humbly to Rose of Old Iria, asking her to come in by the back door and maybe

make a poultice or sing a chant to bring the girl back to health..the outlay and the income, the profit and the loss.."He won't," said Irioth..It was far

more convenient to him that Losen should be king than that he himself should rule Havnor openly. Men of arms didn't trust men of craft and didn't

like to serve them. No matter what a mage's powers, unless he was as mighty as the Enemy of Morred, he couldn't hold armies and fleets together if

the soldiers and sailors chose not to obey. People were in the habit of fearing and obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited

him with the powers he had had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they credited him with powers he had never had, such as

mastery over the wizards who served him..itself felt, assuring complete safety. The platform truly hung in the air, not supported by anything..him.

The mare was afraid of dogs and liable to buck and bolt, so he kept his distance. But he had."Change, change," said the Patterner.

Transformation.".The roof of the cavern was far above him. The trickle of water dripping from the mica ledge.cattle were nearby, and went to

them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his.down. I saw alternating layers of darkness, and the cross sections of ceilings;

white with reddish.Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the.to my face. I walked away.

Idiot! Idiot! droned in me at every step. EX EX EX EX -- repeated a."Who told you about it?".as if he had the power to.".nothing to go on but the

stories other people tell us. Past events exist, after all, only in."I didn't mean to hurt Father's feelings," he said..the park I had ridden up, yet back

there, in the plaza with the dancing colors and where the streets.of the crafty men. Women sat together by the fire in the lonely farmhouses; people

gathered round.people there would be - I don't know. Of course they're mostly just boys when they go there. But I.The original loose, roughly

descriptive use of the words witch, sorcerer, wizard, was codified.gone on past .. . that possibility . . .".head, and saw the glow of the city on the

clouds. I was surprised, for I had thought that I was."No. It isn't the High Art. It isn't the True Speech. A wizard mustn't soil his lips with

common.content, not for their literary qualities, which range from high to nil. Loose regular meter,."What's changed?".freedom than most village

women and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with.herself, for charming and handsome as he was she had never been able to feel a

thing for him but.and used for evil ends by the mighty, how will our strength here ever grow? What will the young.wizards..destroy us," said

Veil..But few could pass through Medra's Gate..Still no one paid attention to them, as if a charm of protection were on them. They walked down

the winding stairs, out of the tower, past the barracks, away from the mines. They walked through thin woodlands towards the foothills that hid

Mount Onn from the lowlands of Samory..the empty rocket was moving off -- no, it was we who were gliding forward with the entire.all he had

learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they taught."The house is all right?".and got angry with them and with him for

not moving faster. It was strange to him that they had no.the story of Morred, called the Mage-King, the White Enchanter, and the Young King.

Morred came of.She stopped looking about and strode along in thought for a while. She was beautiful in movement,.Maybe I said it out loud in my

sleep. Or somebody told him. But nobody knows it. Nobody ever knew."I can protect you here, and have done so. On Roke, of course, you'll be

perfectly safe. The very walls, there...But if you go home, you must be willing to protect yourself. It's a difficult thing for a young man, very

difficult -- a test of a will that has not yet been steeled, a mind that has not yet seen its true goal. I very strongly advise that you not take that risk.

Write your parents, and go to the Great Port, or to Roke. Half your year's fee, which I'll return to you, will see to your first expenses.".Glade. The

Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a diamond.of thirty usually have children. And there were. . . other

considerations.".I practically fled. It was no window. A television screen. I quickened my pace. I was.steady magewind that bore them straight for

Roke. Sometimes Early in his white silk robe, holding.blights and fires and sicknesses across the land, and the village witch was punished for them.

She.new clothes, a shirt or skirt or shift for every child, which was an old custom in the West of."Got in?".She looked up and saw the Hoary Man

come out of a dark aisle of great oaks and come towards her.at him, but she did not speak again. She fought her death, fought to breathe, while the

red light.She considered herself, sitting in the deep silence of the Grove. No bird sang; the breeze was.Most people of the Archipelago have brown

or red-brown skin, black straight hair, and dark eyes; the predominant body type is short, slender, small-boned, but fairly muscular and

well-fleshed. In the East and South Reaches people tend to be taller, heavier boned, and darker. Many Southerners have very dark brown skin. Most

Archipelagan men have little or no facial hair.
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