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When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he
bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet
sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i.
6..As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were
greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning
the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before
thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me;
(173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and
of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered
Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see
thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent
after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they
came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also
present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166)
when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and
of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of
the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a
slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee
to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good:
else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in
my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.76. The Khalif El Hakim and
the Merchant ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.So
on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and
gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who
seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I
had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied
the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he
answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the
prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to
himself.".Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and
release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his
brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene,
who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and
to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart,
when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I
am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a
dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year
and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and
cast him into another calamity..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had
been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in
aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them
to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief
in this sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to
his house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright;
whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.'
Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".It befell, after
this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with
the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be
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restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall
suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his
speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his
goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him,
'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is
good.'.Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing
therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O
Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on
thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and
established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and
he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the
town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.When she had made an end of her verses,
the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto
four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Then they accosted the owner
of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he
refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five
thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he
would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what
pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every
means of livelihood its folk.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ?
Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.Then she gave out among the folk that
the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour
and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the
city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves
before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone
him of the kings..On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is
grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the
delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them
and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that
had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them
that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his
brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a
fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his
house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said,
"What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the
woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or
without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked
they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them,
"Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her
fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the
wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out
from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went
with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present
themselves and take my contract.".Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them
up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who
marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden,
(106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and
the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down
on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have
poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good
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and evil cheer..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of
those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army
and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following
verses:.So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's
hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old
woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184)
saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the
girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads
thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in
such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he
acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart
cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband,
and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114)
bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,'
answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost
thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked
Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and
when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy
her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.'
Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,'
answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but
folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt
thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the
house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.So
Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time
of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had
betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook
had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not
pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which
had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND
THE ASS..Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a
son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give
himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the
Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay
him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he
joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179)
with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and
said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and
thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor
the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and
causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and
now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".[When the
king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told
her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her
reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath
befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told
her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had
exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God
had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..One day, as the prefect sat
[in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and
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went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we
gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she
opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the
Jew in a saloon with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet,
said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".16. Uns el Wujoud
and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.When El Melik ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and
said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).? ? ? ? ? And horses eke
wouldst have led to thee day by day And girls, high- breasted maids, and damsels black and white,.? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife
dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door,
other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the
following:].The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's
wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds,
whereon at ease I lie..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had
fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his
plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him
to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he
might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat
and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves
had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the
money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they
wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their
dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from
them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced
(130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.Unto me the
whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me
yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.Whenas
mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be
slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy
throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the
skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and
polishing] of jewels.'.Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his
plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his
lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty
food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the
idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to
his hiding- place and took the pot.63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the
house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house."
"How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on
thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a
solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told
him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID.
(161).26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide;
severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.? ?
? ? ? By Allah, without fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.[So he fared on towards them] and when
he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his
safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed
unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his
mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..The Twenty-Second
Night of the Month..Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw
me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him
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with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said,
"By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a
dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk;
her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the
Almighty's will; we most submit..? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..Sindbad
the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand
and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy
case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As
he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he
looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him
and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called
to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..Presently, his friends
and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to him,
laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms
of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of
him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away from him, and when it was the
hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly
dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in
ranks to look on her..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with
constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands
on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who
are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's
brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in
repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare
story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of
bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..It chanced one day that
they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle
with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened
his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to
him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair
fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me,
that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling
and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they
fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What
wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.Now the magistrate knew of the
theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole
year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where
the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen
him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case
and told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon
he told him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his
living..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.We were sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the
house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her
term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of
the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went
round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see
what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one
weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not
that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I
would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow,
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we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device,
such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean
heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted aye!.The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and
when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will
and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow
[another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she
called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and
separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my
lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and
said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.When Tuhfeh heard
this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me
hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to
me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall];
whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her
hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were
brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the
three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.A sun of beauty
she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge,
according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and
Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew
them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit,
bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O
my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he
consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried
the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him
somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands
and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to
drink and entertaining him with discourse..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of
gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady
Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the
Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him,
'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the
Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to
the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered,
saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then
said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of
the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect: 'From the King of Hind,
before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To
proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the love of thee
aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love and fear,
ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after the measure of
that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and peace be on
thee!'.? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.?STORY
OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was
crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..NOTE..? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of
this, whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in
my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that
which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left
him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and
milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the
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man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his
case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying,
"The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..Then he could
brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and
took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the
sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When
he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while
of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was
occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had
decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she
came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I
cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El
Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and
plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii.
105..109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against
Persistent, i 70..? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..69. The
Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were
better for the wight..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for
that which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee
return not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping
over her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask
and carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So
Shefikeh took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to
him and gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his
vexation was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..When came the night,
the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied
Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii
207..So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside
her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered.
So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste
and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her
sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became
drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and
flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his head..? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye have
your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..All those who were present marvelled at this story with the
utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man, concerning an adventure
that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of
the Barber's First Brother cxlv.Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her
honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii.
230..? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.King who lost Kingdom
and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..? ?
? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin
cccxcv.The old woman returned to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance;
so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he
questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous
thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and
despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly
and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the
ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the wound healed up.".When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy sitting-chamber
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and his mind was occupied with the story of the singer and the druggist. So he called the vizier and bade him tell the story. "It is well," answered
he, "They tell, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed, would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you
present!.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for
excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:
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