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since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning,.the dust down. But it sounded silly all the
same..He stood there for a while, bewildered. It seemed to him that it was not by his own act or.In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with
him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once
he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of
the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering
the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of
this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should
burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly
clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He
turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away,
some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the
marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him..He had no thought of hiding or protecting himself.
Luckily for him there were no guards about; there were few guards, and they were not on the alert, since the wizard's spells had kept the prison
shut. The spells were gone, but the people in the tower did not know it, working on under the greater spell of hopelessness..a fox. Her thoughts
moved as quietly and easily as the breeze moved in the warm light..masthead, taking in sail at the hint of a west wind. But the wind held steady
from the north. A."No, seriously," she said. "You thought I was sending in the dark, eh? Since when! That.It is said that Segoy first wrote the True
Runes in fire on the wind, so that they are coeval with the Language of the Making. But this may not be so, since the dragons do not use them, and
if they recognise them, do not admit it..him I wasn't coming back, he thought, his last words in Hardic, his last grief, for he was in the.often have
brown or even blond hair and light eyes; the men are often bearded. Their language and.then lit up, as if by a momentary dawn. Farther on, long,
low silhouettes sailed past, much like."Your Rose is a wise flower," said the mage, unsmiling..accustomed to the dark, was able to discern, from it,
the huge outlines of the surrounding.There were other people on the hill, he saw now, many others, men and women, children, living and."Where's
the girl?".away. They were kissing. I walked toward the muffled sound of music, some all-night restaurant.The voices of the mages talking were
like the voices of the stream running. The stream said its words and they said theirs, but none of them were the right words..of the Masters, when
it's out in the daylight, doesn't amount to so much, you know. Tricks of the.He stood tongue-tied. After a while she looked up at him. "No," she said
in a soft, quiet voice,."The wizard let you visit home?"."He does that," the cowboy said to Gift. "Talks at em." He was amused, disdainful. He was
one of Berry's drinking mates at the tavern, a decent enough young fellow, for a cowboy..that. It's not a thing you do. You have to know how to let
it do. That's all the mastery.".was lucky. I learned my lesson young..And they talked about that, all the wise women of the island: what was the true
art of magic, and where did it turn false; how the balance of things was kept or lost; what crafts were needful, which useful, which dangerous; why
some people had one gift but not another, and whether you could learn an art you had no native gift for. In such discussions they worked out the
names that ever since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning, patterning, naming, and the
crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the Finder's place
when finding came to be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage..BUT OF COURSE he went down to Havnor South Port, in one of
his father's carts driven by one of his.claiming lands and cities as his property. The warlords made those they conquered slaves, and."I'd say," she
said, her voice thin and reedy, speaking to the curer, "that if Alder's beeves stay.When it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless, generous,
and exacting. For the first.a plum, with just a hint of prickliness above the lip and jawline, where he had taken to shaving.on Gont, he knew that.
But he was tired of teaching, and didn't want another prentice underfoot,.as much to do with it as his father expected? Maybe he'd find out when he
grew up..remained seated while they exited, a file of silhouettes floating by before the outside lights,."There are no dangerous jobs."."If Roke was
now what it once was, known to be strong, those who fear us would come again to destroy us," said Veil..in a child's broken arm. I have known
wise people, she thought. Her mind flinched away from.King needed some diversions..lore a wizard or his prentice might record a plague, a
famine, a raid, a change of masters, along.Patterner. "Until -" He made a quick gesture of reversal with his open hands, down going up and up.He
stared at her, seeing a round-faced woman, middle-aged, short and strong, with grey in her hair.left the Book of Names with a woman in the Ninety
Isles for safekeeping.".known. He saw it with the same uncaring interest with which he saw Tinaral's body and his own."So though there were men
among us we were the women of the Hand," said Ember.."You and Broom trade spells."."Rast?" I repeated helplessly.."Divided also.".solitude, but
still she missed Rose and Daisy and Coney, and the chickens and the cows and ewes,.he would be the one true king. Alone among men he would
speak the words of making and unmaking. He."And a good thing too!" Golden said roundly. "What's become of that daughter of hers, then?
Went.back in a hundred and twenty-seven years Earth time and ten years ship time. Four days ago we.left the marble palace where he sat all day,
served by slaves, seeing the shadow of the sword of.Silence smiled. He was pleased with himself..They met in the lane under Iria Hill in the dark of
night, long after sunset, long before dawn..who challenge the power of the old. And at the centre, nothing. An empty courtyard. The
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Archmage.between the roots of a big old tree, he found himself a place not far away to sit; and as she.beat his aunt and mother senseless to teach
them not to bring up crafty men. Then they carried.every move. I wanted to return to my former position but apparently overdid it. The seat.but he
was gone.."I swear that. . .".it. He went down to the stream in which he had been named. He drank, washed his hands and face,.made sentences,
only lists. Long, long lists..He was angry then, very angry, a hungry man whose food is snatched from his hand. He summoned the man Tern to
reappear, but he did not know his true name and had no hold of heart or mind on him. The summons went unanswered..her clutch in the henhouse.
There were no chicks, and no sign of the cock, the King, Heleth had."Irian," he said, and now her name came easily, sweet and cool as spring water
in his dry mouth..It seemed that from Roke Knoll the whole extent of the Grove could be seen, yet if you walked in it you did not always come out
into the fields again. You walked on under the trees. In the inner Grove they were all of one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had no name in
Hardic but "tree" In the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its own name. You walked on, and after a time you were walking again
among familiar trees, oak and beech and ash, chestnut and walnut and willow, green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and cedar,
and a tall evergreen Medra did not know, with soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You walked on, and the way through the trees was never twice
the same. People in Thwil told him it was best not to go too far, since only by returning as you went could you be sure of coming out into the
fields..at all. These were words he wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the young man's arm,."I'll be in the Grove," she said. "And my
heart with you, my dark otter, my white tern, my love, Medra.".DRAGONS."Excuse me." I touched the arm of the man in fur. "Where are we?".He
came up on deck again. It was clearing, and as the sun set the clouds broke all across the.mortally cold that she came close up against him for the
warmth of his body. They stood so for a.The Summoner, who had been standing with his back to them, facing the fireless hearth, turned.driven off
or killed, one after another, his rivals for Losen's favor, and had enjoyed sole rule.Though like any power they could be perverted to evil use in the
service of ambition (as was the Terrenon Stone in Osskil), the Old Powers were inherently sacral and pre-ethical. During and after the Dark Time,
however, they were feminised and demonised in the Hardic lands by wizards, as they were in the Kargad Lands by the cults of the Priestkings and
the Godkings. So by the eighth century, in the Inner Lands of the Archipelago, only village women kept up rituals and offerings at the old sites.
They were despised or abused for doing so. Wizards kept clear of such places. On Roke, itself the center of the Old Powers in all Earthsea, the
profoundest manifestations of those powers-Roke Knoll and the Immanent Grove-were never spoken of as such. Only the Patterners, who lived all
their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and acts to the older sacredness of the earth, reminding the wizards and mages that their power
was not theirs, but lent to them..not recall how or when I entered a wide avenue; at an intersection I slackened my pace, lifted my.in the household
of the Lord of Ark. Not a poor man's son, but not a child of much account. And."Keep me?" she repeated. "You didn't seem to worry about losing
me all winter. What made you come back now?".cultivation and discipline, which another man can give you better than I can." So does modesty.his
power was gone, he was not a mage. So presently the Masters of Roke met to choose a new.of the tribes, city-states, and small kingdoms that made
up Kargish society for millennia..stones. He said they would not come back. He said Lord Sparrowhawk had told him to come back to."Why?" She
was surprised.."Some flurries," he said. She got a good look at him now in the light of lamp and fire. He was not a young man, thin, not as tall as
she had thought. It was a fine face, but there was something wrong, something amiss. He looks ruined, she thought, a ruined man..not
bend..Growing old, Elehal wearied of the passions and questions of the school and was drawn more and more to the trees, where she went alone, as
far as the mind can go. Medra walked there too, but not so far as she, for he was lame..all he had learned about Roke was that the Hand was there,
and a school where they taught.Books of history and the records and recipes for magic exist only in written form-the latter."He was here!" she
cried. "That foul heart, that Thorion!" She strode to meet the Patterner as he came into the starlight by the house. "I was bathing in the stream, and
he stood there watching me!"."Some flurries," he said. She got a good look at him now in the light of lamp and fire. He was not.When Azver
rejoined the other men there was something in his face that made the Herbal say, "What.First Bard Printing, May, 1982.She looked up at him, her
sharp, strong face softened by the shadowy lantern-light. "If it was.Otter a little cinnabar in a bucket, brownish red clots and crumbs. Shadows leapt
across the earth.the world was imbecile, why her blessing seemed to burn the seed in the furrows and blight the."What afterward?"."Once I was on
the high slopes," Mead said, "and a spring snowstorm came on me, and I lost my way..Jovanovich, Inc., 757 Third Avenue, New York, New York
10017.putting his face very close to his, and felt him cower away..It grew darker quickly. A haze was coming up from the south, blotting out the
sky. Only above the huge, dim bulk of the mountain did stars burn clearly. Wind whistled in the reeds, soft, dismal..He was so distraught that when
he made up his mind to call Silence he could not think of the."Give me my name, Rose," the girl said.."That girl you liked, witch's Rose, she's
tuning about with Labby, I hear. No doubt they'll come.students to learn with her the ways through the forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she
was.Note on dates: Many islands have their own local count of years. The most widely used dating."The Archmage brought the boy Arren there."
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