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SAKRAMENTE HEUTE
When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the
blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a
tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there
came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.?Story of Prince Bihzad..When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he
heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then
he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door
and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him,
strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her
bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess
of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust They prance, as like a
flood they pour across the plain;.Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night
until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now
she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the
following verses:.Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me
from him for whom I sigh..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii,
3..? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was
the night we passed, with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..The Eleventh Day..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for
wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of
police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go
and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the
lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom
thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he
signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police
who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".The servant said no more
to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us
assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from
him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your
warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the
people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour
changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again
this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.So each of them fared on
with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had
abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi
said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented;
so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each
other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found
that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They
met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money
and other good should be in common between them, share and share alike..? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He
did afflict me with loneness after thee..It is said that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other
Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired
for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of
good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well
known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in
upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain,
so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the
child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child
here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk
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and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand
of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace;
Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the
Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it
descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing
around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of
him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are
not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying,
"Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I
give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she
heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with
grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are
fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that
which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit
and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had
betided him], whilst she wept..The Eleventh Night of the Month..There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one
day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to
take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket
in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he
done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and
that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay
somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's
hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came
we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..Presently, there came in
upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who
cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged
the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote
him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my
friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the river..The Fifteenth Night of the
Month..She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all
those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle
with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied,
from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without
understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..Then she turned and saw within the
chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail
unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God
decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well
done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O
Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am
the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but
by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon
an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou
rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are
agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of God.'.? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's
pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young
Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a
looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?"
And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he
came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered,
"No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou
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Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young
Damascene..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.WP="BR1">.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love
I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..90. The Devout Prince cccci.77 The Draper and the Thief (234)
dclxi.When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".Then the
eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and
bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they
cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the
kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts.
Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great
jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and
the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes
sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed
gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ?
The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.Then they arose and went up to
the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of
thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.'
Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By
Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy
sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said
to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing
lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this
barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder
slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither
and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by
God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.Ten Viziers,
The, i. 61.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart
clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her,
'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how
canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is
indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee
and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he
[hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be
refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..Pease on thee! Would our gaze might
light on thee once more! ii. 89..They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my
brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is
no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!"
Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my
neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me
with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me
sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the
mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in
talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".?OF ENVY AND MALICE..? ? ? ? ? Whenas my
sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ?
? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..The learned man
bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the
young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!'
So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of
lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he
conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more
extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass,
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The, ii. 41..So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is
no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of them drew the sword upon him and El
Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal gently with this poor wretch and slay
him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!"
And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we do with him?" asked they; and he
answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of his blood, for indeed he is
wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he
became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story
more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene
And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..So he repaired to the draper and
buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees'
apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her
and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to
her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray,
prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..?STORY
OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village;
wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's
officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I
not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh
the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the
Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife
[and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in
affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.The Sixth
Night of the Month.83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With
camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and
moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.Then he stripped him of his clothes and
clapping on his neck a heavy chain, bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode
the space of ten days. Then his mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth
he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou
deliver me, for I am nigh upon death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own
house..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like wings,
(140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they
went.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said,
"Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.The Eight Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's
Story xxviii.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and
changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they
said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took
her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the
street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech;
and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them]
towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him
to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son,
whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him
his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his
room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can
stand to us instead of thee..So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom
became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal
he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him
and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them
leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the
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Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and
put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had
believed..Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never
more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here
a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth
clemency." He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were
about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and
fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to
whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down."
Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..The Twenty-fifth
Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered
it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its
purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her
return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters
profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the
following verses:.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in
mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that
he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and
[give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the
merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend
and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.? ? ? ? ? a. The
Christian Broker's Story xxv.? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..?OF THE APPOINTED
TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him
dccccxix.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i.
49..Then they spread the ensigns and the standards, whilst the drums beat and the trumpets sounded, and set out upon the homeward journey. The
King of Baghdad rode forth with them and brought them three days' journey on their way, after which he took leave of them and returned with his
troops to Baghdad. As for King El Aziz and his son, they fared on night and day and gave not over going till there abode but three days' journey
between them and Yemen, when they despatched three men of the couriers to the prince's mother [to acquaint her with their return], safe and laden
with spoil, bringing with them Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. When the queen-mother heard this, her wit fled for joy and she adorned El
Abbas his slave-girls after the goodliest fashion. Now he had ten slave-girls, as they were moons, whereof his father had carried five with him to
Baghdad, as hath aforetime been set out, and other five abode with his mother. When the dromedary-posts (125) came, they were certified of the
approach of El Abbas, and when the sun rose and their standards appeared, the prince's mother came out to meet her son; nor was there great or
small, old man or infant, but went forth that day to meet the king..He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he
went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing
whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel
brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its
waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and
gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered
him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer
that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my
weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby
a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he
said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of
the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and
left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this
house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my
sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech
and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of
me its price.".Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God
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the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who
hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of
their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims
was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old
woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her
[and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..The prince thanked them and said to them,
'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the
Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my
mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined
they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them
brought out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the
city, and giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered
those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and
sowing and the like..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And
trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in
the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided
him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and
God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of
wealth and elevation.".Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of
separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The
old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the
king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him,
after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all
shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put
faith in his speech..? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.Then we sat down on the edge
of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good
galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus,
behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my
friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to
escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber,
without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'
Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I
distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and
saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth,
unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my story..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done
my strength away..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50.
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