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RICHEST OF THE SPOILS
Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my
mind and mine eye? (108).As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty)
willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with
justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most
delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth
the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a
solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".56. The Ruined Man
who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray
for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was
straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them
forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the
brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her
and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and
falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt
cccclxxi.So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How
long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth
and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he
betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on
him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest
some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he
came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but
the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and
thus he did] till the end of the night.Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and
forlornness! Who knows.Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary
than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my
despair;.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and
problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them
also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king
to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's
contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he
upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..Then the astrologers made their calculations
and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me
with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh
year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer
and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance
from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.'
When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and
suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ?
Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).Then the king sent for the
captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast
it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested
him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and
yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal
counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and
plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do
with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and
soiled my honour among the kings.".As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols.
were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in
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which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive
a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most
laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be
discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment
or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and
Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the
Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest
thanks..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your
injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all
security..When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well
to have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to
his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES.
(84).The Sixth Day.As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he
might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to
him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided
and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in
despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father,
and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep;
by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..I was one day abroad on an
occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the
tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and
bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus,
vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my
heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for
thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee from
childhood.".O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..An if
my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of
goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the
merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness
of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other
heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou
mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may
still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest
[in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its
price.".119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn
to be made whole of all their pain and heat..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..The news came to the rest of the kings;
so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh
Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard
this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and
indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered
themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the
Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?'
Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his
folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of
Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.? ? ? ?
? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she
came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were
pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him
from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his
dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to
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evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear
God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from beating and
humiliation..So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout
one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come
and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a
knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and
he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take
him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou
dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of
deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he
[well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it
lean..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".Therewithal Queen
Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,'
Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath
dcxlviii.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of
wailing, to quench it I was fain..? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of
baser metal blent..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent.
(87).? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii.
53..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother
Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit,
whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the
bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one
of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..? ? ? ? ? Some with religion
themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.There was once a king of
the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and
asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his
kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome
woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the
comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king
another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So
he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..? ? ? ? ? Who
letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.There was once a sage of the sages, who had
three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them
and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like
of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And
beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his
word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against
the time of your need.'.There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in
wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night
without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the
night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused
of Lewdness dccccvii.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth
not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.Then came her brother to him and said, "O
Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will
have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God
assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls
and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?"
And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden,
as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?"
And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I
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entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".The following story occupies the last
five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles
(Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation,
comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the
Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which
conclude the work..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy
grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..?Story of King Bihkerd..Sharpers, The Money-Changer and
the Ass, The, ii. 41..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O
damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was
surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she
was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the
woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou
hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst,
avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's
house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of
the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for
him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye,
Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he,
'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn
and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's
worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!'
When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst
outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and
offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost
with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this
bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee,
O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee
of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is
doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.As for
the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O
Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee
again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an
end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all
this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story
dccccxxxiv.Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.Then the Khalif went in to the
Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of
colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole
heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to
my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the
Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady
Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the
following verses:.Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet
found no favour in my eyne!".When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they
sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I
may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her,
'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she
refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first
commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High
and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety
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and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He
granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and
taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander of the
Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy
lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but,
when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into
my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour
faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do
his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my
lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place
of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have
wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him
the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL
HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon
quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang
three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the
season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and
kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh
and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there
came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now
she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.When King Shehriyar heard this
story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I
was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of
causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine
ignorance.".When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these
damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs.
Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those
who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment
but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and
prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes
[and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ?
Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..The vizier's story pleased
King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went
away to his house and abode there the next day..Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the
Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the
merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was
noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it
behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him
of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he
paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his
money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was
with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in
the litters' shrined..Destiny, Of, i. 136..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.The ship tarried with him some days, till he should
be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and
how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold.
Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The
merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave
Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he
acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So
he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of
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me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii.
186..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the
draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the
rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and
he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I
beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el
Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and
he would fain have thee be present with him.".? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath
brought to sick and sorry plight..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the
burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the
tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit
us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their
nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself,
'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise,
thou, and go away.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more,
Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S
STORY.Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him
but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he
had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but
for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no
knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this
ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.When the king heard his viziers' words, he
was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace,
thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great
crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell
a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no?
They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him,
"Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy
and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of
the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.Then he returned to the youth and said to him,
'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord,
who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other
with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and
summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and
their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they
took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story
of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my
shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a
Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had
sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a
great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to
look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman
followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's
space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I
have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware
lest thou cross me;' and went away..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and
his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.On this wise
they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in
the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to
him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were
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my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.'Thou liest, O
accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his
breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that
this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from
beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which
they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her
sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his
wife and children..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it
there..Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her,
"Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like
with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but
what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou
spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35)
Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee,
'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep
and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou
take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my
place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn
for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;'
and I will come back to thee.".? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I
may complain..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin!
God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned
in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this
trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my
heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is
easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one
the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S
CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF
MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how
thy visage shone with light,.Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of
mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and
servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and
tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had
no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had
striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to
make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with
ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king,
"and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the
youth..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks
forbids, and they obey his rede..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke,
crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his
mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O
Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth
she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and
said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly
betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING
AZADBEKHT AND HIS SON. (94).? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for
the wight..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there
remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God
the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on
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horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the
heart of his grandfather..?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain,
ii. 95..Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the name of God the Most High,
trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that which was in their treasuries of
jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them servants of other than the
people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him, so that, [when she was
clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is no God but He! Then
he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family nor of the people of
their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months' space, at the end of
which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..Now this was at the
beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon
and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont.
As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting
to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I
would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was
Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and
the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear
that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he
took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what
shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.Now the king had a son, a pleasant child,
called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the
world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son
than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and
perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with
friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I
should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and
the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..Er Reshid considered her beauty and the
goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress
of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well,
O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description
of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than
thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,' exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of
the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the
face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.Had we thy
coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him,
"The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..Then
came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).Woman of the Barmecides,
Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD
MAN.
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