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"O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is
forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and
indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom
thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd."
"And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..? ? ? ? ? No slaves
with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul,
the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father,
and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I
took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So
the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me
for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the
like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given
wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a
baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".O'er all the fragrant flowers that
be I have the pref'rence aye, ii. 235..99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What
time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from
my spright..When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is
yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought
with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and
precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she
showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like
whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on
them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh
Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life
set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched
are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the
morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the
king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him,
"O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he,
"shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from
the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?"
asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it
was the day of the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the
viziers fell of accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should
presently put the youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the
praise!) thou art praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he
reverted to his base origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house,
and every day thou hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".When Selim
found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had
been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following
verses:.Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion
who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in
sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell
down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was
in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I
saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad
in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".Cairo (The Merchant of) and
the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.94. The Man's
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Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is
he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his
drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment
till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O
Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is
none Can stand to us instead of thee..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to
see thy goodlihead..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my
rank in the eyes of the people raise high..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee
attributed;.When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said
to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang
the following verses:.Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound
and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled
with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her,
laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to
contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest,"
rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old
woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at
him and at his speech and wept..On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and
standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her
brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so
they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the
kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my
will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my
brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I
a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the
kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother.
Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.84. The
Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.The king approved
her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his younger son,
Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the knowledge of
his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair was grievous to
him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and the kingship..156.
Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.? ?
? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the
morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Then the rest of the women of the palace came
all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the
ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs
and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I
am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit
and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..? ?
? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of
their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took
charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell
the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..? ? ? ?
? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dccccv.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.So they all arose and repaired to El
Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved
of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet
and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then
she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El
Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister,
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each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the
morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.25. The
City of Brass cccclxxxvii.Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall,
whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the
Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.'
Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What
manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and
minstrels am I;.96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.Then, when it was night, she
brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When
she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh
unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and
accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she
hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom,
my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..? ? ?
? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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