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She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi

merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of

them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a

damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High

(184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there

was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured

that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth

slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy

coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the

lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185)

or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my

lord, on this wise.'.God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the

ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the

captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day,

for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all

the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and

lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the

mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast

away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number

and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed

ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the

bondman of love win ever free from pain!.Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but

found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the

Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented

himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to

send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for

him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the

vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they

promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing]

month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister

Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and

indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for

thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that

which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in

the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit

drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down

to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if

Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are

therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his

troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship

from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein,

together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to

the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..Then she gave out among the

folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his

honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted

him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented

themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had
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foregone him of the kings..Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the

folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city

is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might

and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt

the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..So he returned to

his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how

they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou

have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what

while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following verses:.Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man,

who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this

sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her

prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and

they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they

passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his

brother..Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see

my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take

somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to

aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him,

'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to

him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an

ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth

him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used

to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart,

for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of

thee and of thine ambassador.'.? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after

crookedness..Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king

who of his grace will not forget me e'er..His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.63.

The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell

me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made

it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers

dciii.Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.Then he sent for his

daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban

and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me

largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall

neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take

up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.? ? ? ? ?

My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me,

"Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's

favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up

my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of

neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in

the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and

falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force;

and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me

by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy

patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and

there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every

month..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..? ? ? ? ? I see yon

like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-

in-bud cccxli.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.Hardly was the
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night come, when he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on

her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from

thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest

him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she.

'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst

thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain

myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this

youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his

throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he

lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..The

king approved her speech and bestowed on her a dress of honour and gave her magnificent gifts; after which, for that his choice had fallen upon his

younger son, Melik Shah, he married her with him and made him his heir apparent and caused the folk swear fealty to him. When this came to the

knowledge of his brother Belehwan and he was ware that his younger brother had been preferred over him, his breast was straitened and the affair

was grievous to him and envy entered into him and rancour; but he concealed this in his heart, whilst fire raged therein because of the damsel and

the kingship..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's

content..Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved

gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried

out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back,

carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were

four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who

beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five

steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver

wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..When it was eventide, the

king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.The dealer stood

at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid

twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her

owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him,

"What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder

merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a

kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and

head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,

shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will

not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence

is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but

found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a

vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man,

whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new

king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king

and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will

publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the

candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there

were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her

sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other]

the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which

the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups

and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..Presently, she came

to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these

other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building

thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh
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and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to

tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh

gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man

on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to

hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany

him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and

opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128)

'[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me,

'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it

exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most

High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the

calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun

the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst

thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused,

for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast

outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she

is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will

betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.Meanwhile,

the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and

his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went

to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is

longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my

trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.Money-Changer and the Ass,

The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets

wane..Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and

the, i. 301..So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the

king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched

his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he

summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present

before him and gave him the letter..When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and

inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but

praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and

bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the

islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of

finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was

calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his

house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding

joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother

consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed..When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to

El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are

beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in

the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his

bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the

manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".The vizier's story

pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and

he went away to his house and abode there the next day..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..77 The Draper and the Thief (234) dclxi.? ? ? ? ? None, by

Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..Then he carried him to

his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this

youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this,

go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me
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with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the

chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the

king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like]

affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out

to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..When she had made an end of her song,

Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred

dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red

anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and

improvised the following verses:.Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.When this came to the

king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier,

smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and

married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was

used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his

charger, he put off his harness of war and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and

donning them, covered himself with a turban of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the

thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood

watching him and presently the other looked up at him and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it

thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the

money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred

dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas

his possession..Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached

both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over

against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for

her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger,

and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her;

and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to

my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and

went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him

to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was

absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of

chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my

soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.When Er Reshid came to the

throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and

munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour

which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his

vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness."

(159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer

nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will

marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both

to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and

filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the

newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility

and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered

the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who

brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).It is said that El Mamoun (164)

came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her,

"O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O

Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But

he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and

she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment
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and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him.

Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I

went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she

became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his

kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she

acquainted him with that matter..Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his

mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants

about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it

was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it

was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I

am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy

reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of

dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..One day, I

changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a

handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste

and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth

he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a

man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he

assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him,

"I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God

aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in

estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing

foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be

the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have

four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O

Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of

the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he

sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the

marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in

himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath

companied with me!.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of

wailing, to quench it I was fain..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.Love to its victim

clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.? ? ? ? ? To

his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i.

53..Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of

one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you

greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought

him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief,

said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he

arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and

jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual];

so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from

her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.The first to take the cup

was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?

In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..? ? ? ? ? A

talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii.

203..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii.

231..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..Khorassan, his Son and his

Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for

women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he
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believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he

summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he

should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he

answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my

estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii.

30..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him

one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make

shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with

the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly

had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan

and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and

lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's

hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came

we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken

was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..God keep the days of love-delight! How

dearly sweet they were! i. 225..? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my

steel-barbed spear..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and

oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was

ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy

wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and

the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".Hawk and

the Locust, The, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished

soul..When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine

enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am

King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him

honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in

God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in

our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and

the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of

them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?"

"Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my

mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93)

Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of

wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..[When the king heard his

wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and

colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned

his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of

fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta

make..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of

women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and

perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he

doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of

wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused

herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the

place..? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor

and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the

great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of

China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants

by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself

at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand
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of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king

despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day

our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is

my sword against the foe in fight.
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