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This surprised him. Of course, Oregon was not the Deep South. It was a progressive state. Nevertheless, he was surprised. Oregon wasn't home to

many Negroes, either, a handful compared to those in other states, and yet until now Junior supposed that they had their own cemeteries.."I know

what you mean. Mr. Cain, I'd never turn my back on that much money if there was any damn way at all I could earn it.".Every distorted shape,

every smear of color, every swath of light and shudder of shadows resisted her attempts to relate them to the world she knew, as if shimmering

before her were the landscape of a dream..From Christmas through February, he dated a beautiful stock analyst and broker-Tammy Bean-who

specialized in finding value in companies that had rewarding relationships with brutal dictators..Before he could replay the memory for further

contemplation, Junior saw Ichabod exiting the house. The man returned to the Buick, seeming to float through the mist, like a phantom on a moor.

He started the engine, quickly hung a U-turn in the street, and drove uphill to the house from which he had earlier collected Bartholomew..Crossing

Spruce Hills with John, Paul, George, Ringo, and dead Thomas, Junior headed back toward Victoria's place, where Sinatra was no longer

singing.."Take care you don't beat evil into him," said his aunt..Designed by Linda Lockowitz Text set in Adobe Jenson First edition

ACBGIKJHFDB."I didn't know it myself till I realized I was right in your neighborhood. I assumed your mother and Angel would be here, and I

hoped you might be. If I'm intruding-".During the past week, he had ferreted out what he could about the nurse. She was thirty, divorced, without

kids, and lived alone..Edom and Jacob came to the house, asking what Dr. Chan had said, and Agnes lied to them. "There are some test results we

won't have until Monday, but he thinks Barty is going to be all right.".Friday, January 14, eight days after Joey's death, Agnes closed the sofa bed,

intending to sleep upstairs from now on. And for the first time, since coming home, she cooked dinner without resort to friends'.Over potato soup

and an asparagus salad, the dinner conversation got off to a promising start: a discussion of favorite potato dishes, observations on the weather, talk

of Mexico at Christmas.."There's lots of places where I don't have bad eyes at all. And then lots of places where I have it worse or don't have it as

bad, but still have it some.".Wally switched off the engine and killed the headlights. "Home, where the heart is.".Bartholomew might be a teenager

living with his parents or a dependent adult residing with family; if so, he wouldn't be revealed in this search, because the phone would not be listed

in his name. Or maybe the guy loathed his first name and never used it except in legal matters, going by his middle name, instead..Then came the

Year of the Tiger, 1974. Gasoline shortages, panic buying, mile-long lines at service stations. Patty Hearst kidnapped. Nixon gone in disgrace.

Hank Aaron toppled Babe Ruth's longstanding home-run record, and the inflation rate topped fifteen percent, and the legendary Muhammad Ali

defeated George Foreman to regain his world-heavyweight title..Junior vigorously scrubbed his corpse-licked cheek with one hand. Then he

scrubbed his hand against the musician's raincoat.."I sure think so. I think she's everything. I tell her she's the moon and stars. I'm probably spoiling

her rotten.".Because this kind of fictional fact, like maps of imaginary realms, is of real interest to some readers, I include the description after the

stories. I also redrew the geographical maps for this book, and while doing so, happily discovered a very old one in the Archives in Havnor..Eleven

days had passed since Wally stopped three bullets. He still had a little residual weakness in his arms, grew tired more easily than before he'd wound

up on the wrong end of a pistol, complained of stiffness in his muscles, and used a cane to keep his full weight off his wounded leg. The rest of the

medical care he required, as well as physical rehabilitation, could be had in Bright Beach as well as in San Francisco. By March, he should be back

to normal, assuming that the definition of normal included massive scars and an internal hollow space where once his spleen had been..The purpose

of life was self--fulfillment, per Zedd, and Junior was so rapidly realizing his extraordinary potential that surely he would have pleased his

guru.."I'm not a burglar, Mr. Cain. No client has enough money to make me risk prison. Besides, even if you could steal their files, you would

probably discover that the babies' identities are coded, and without the code, you'd still be nowhere.".With his sister's financial backing, Edom

purchased a flower shop in '71, after ascertaining that the strip mall in which it was located had been even more soundly constructed than the

earthquake code required, that it didn't stand on slide-prone land, that it did not lie in a flood plain, and that in fact its altitude above sea level

ensured that it would survive all but a tidal wave of such towering enormity that nothing less than an asteroid impact in the Pacific could be the

cause. In '73, he married Maria Elena (that boy-girl thing, after all), whereupon she became Agnes's sister-in-law in addition to having long been a

full sister in her heart. They bought the house on the other side of the original Lampion homestead, and another fence was torn down..By telephone,

he had been prepared for this boy. Strange as it was to find a Bartholomew in their lives, given Enoch Cain's peculiar obsession, Tom nonetheless

agreed with Celestina that the wife killer could have no way to know about this child-and could certainly have no logical reason to fear him. The

only thing they had in common was Harrison White's sermon, which had inspired this boy's name and might have planted the seed of guilt in Cain's

mind..Without commenting, Tom continued: "And worlds just like ours-except that my parents never met, and I was never born. Worlds in which

Wally was never shot because he was too unsure of himself or just too stupid to take Celestina to dinner that night or to ask her to marry

him.".Backing off, trying to feel his way to the foyer and front door, afraid that if he stumbled over a chair, she'd descend upon him like a

screaming hawk upon a mouse, Junior denied her accusation. "You're crazy. How could I know? Look at you! How could 1 possibly know?".By

the time his ferocious in-laws had finished with him, Junior would have won the sympathy of Knacker, Hisscus, Nork, and everyone else who

might have harbored doubts about his role in Naomi's demise. Perhaps even Thomas Vanadium would find his suspicion worn away..His homely

face was long and narrow, as though pulled into that shape by the weight of his responsibilities. In other circumstances, however, his generous
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mouth might have shaped an appealing smile; and his green eyes had in them the compassion of someone who himself had known great loss..In his

head, without apparent effort, Barty kept a running total of the number of seconds that he had been alive, and of the number of words in every book

that he read. Agnes never checked his word totals for an entire volume; however, when she cited any page in a book that he'd just finished, he knew

the number of words it contained.."I'll never forget it," Dr. Salk promised. With his attention still on Perri's pictures, he said, "But I'm afraid you

give me far too much credit. I'm no superman. I didn't do the work alone. So many dedicated people were involved."."I can try, your highness.".His

words echoed back to her from July: My cold's just here, not every place I am.."Why do you think he's spending his money for all this tricky stuff?"

Kathleen wondered, not for the first time..In the crisis, the rack holding her oxygen bottle had been rolled to the bed. The breathing mask lay on the

pillow beside her..Or as her father often said, happily mocking his own rhetorical eloquence: "Brighten the comer where you are, and you will light

the world.".Yet Agnes feared him, for reasons similar to those that might cause a superstitious primitive to tremble in the presence of a witch

doctor. Although he was a healer, his dark knowledge of the mysteries of cancer seemed to give him godlike power; his judgment carried the force

of fate, and his was the voice of destiny..Succinctly, Edom told Jacob about visiting Obadiah, the magician with the mangled hands. Then: "When

we left, I followed Agnes, and Obadiah held me back to say, 'Your secret's safe with me.'".In a cabinet above the bench, Junior found a pair of

clean, cotton gardening gloves. He tried them on, and they fit well enough..Eventually she discovered within herself all the light that she needed to

find her way through the crucial hours immediately ahead. At last she knew what she must do, but she was not certain that she possessed the

fortitude to do it..Many nights, his sleep wasn't half as restful as he would have wished, for he often dreamed of walking in a wasteland.

Sometimes, desert salt flats stretched in all directions, with here and there a monument of weather-gnarled rock, all baking under a merciless sun.

Sometimes, the salt was snow, and the monuments of rock were ridges of ice, revealed in the hard glare of a cold sun. Regardless of the landscape,

he walked slowly, though he had the desire and the energy to proceed faster. His frustration built until it was so intolerable that he woke, kicking in

the tangled sheets, restless and edgy..In spite of the ravages of illness and age, beauty remained in the old woman's face. Her bone structure was

superb. In youth, she must have been stunning..She lay beside her boy in the darkness, gazing at the covered window, where the faint glow of the

moon pressed through the blind, suggesting another world thriving with strange life just beyond a thin membrane of light..FOLLOWING A

SECOND NIGHT at the Sleepie Tyme Inne, waking at dawn, Junior felt rested, refreshed-and in control of his bowels..Taking her mother's advice

to heart, Celestina sighed. "All right. Let's just pray they catch him. But if they don't ... two weeks, and then the rest of the plan, the way you said,

Tom. Except that I can't tolerate two weeks-in a hotel, cooped up, afraid to go into the streets, no sun, no fresh air.".Drawing from a well of

inspiration deeper than instinct, Junior knew that if ever he crossed paths with a man named Bartholomew, he must be prepared to deal with him as

aggressively as he had dealt with Naomi. And without delay..Junior phoned a twenty-four-hour-a-day locksmith and paid premium post midnight

rates to have the double deadbolts re-keyed..Rising from his chair and rolling down his shirt-sleeves, Nolly said, "If you'll be our guest for dinner, I

suspect we'll all have a fascinating evenings."."Ordinarily, I'd recommend that you apply hot compresses every two hours to relieve discomfort and

to hasten drainage, and I'd send you home with a prescription for an antibiotic."."Mr. Magusson, you once told me that if Detective Vanadium ever

bothered me again, you'd have his choke chain yanked. Well, I think you need to talk to someone about that.".The wedding reception-big, noisy,

and joyous-spread across the three properties without fences. His mother's name was so often mentioned, her presence so strongly felt in all the

lives that she had touched, that sometimes it seemed that she was actually there with them..Yet that evening, when she'd accepted his proposal and

asked if he wasn't frightened, he said, "Not anymore.".That night, in Barty's room, after Agnes had listened to his prayers and then had tucked him

in for the night, she sat on the edge of his bed. "Honey, I was wondering.... Now that you've had more time to think, could you explain to me what

happened?"."Yeah," he confirmed, applying a blue crayon to a grinning bunny that was dancing with a squirrel..He placed a hand on her shoulder.

"Don't beat up on yourself She's come this far. And though I don't know the hospital in Oregon, I doubt the level of care would equal what she'll

receive here.".scraps of night that have lingered long after dawn dart agitatedly in and out of the tree, from branch to branch,.and half rotten. She

tore it. With the small scissors, she opened the shoulder seam from the inside.."I don't just think so. And I don't just know it. I feel it, exactly like

you feel all the ways things are. I'll bet you feel it, too.".Murmuring on the edge of sleep, Barty spoke to his father in all the places where Joey still

lived: "Good-night, Daddy."."Just that she's aware of all the ways things are," Maria added. "Like you and Barty.".He snatched up the wine list

before she could look at it. "If you're paying, then I'm ordering whatever costs the most, regardless of what it tastes like.".After Bellini left, Tom

questioned Celestina extensively, with an emphasis on Phimie's rape. Although the subject was painful, she was grateful for the questions. Without

this distraction, in spite of her well of hope, she might have allowed her imagination to fashion terror after terror, until Wally had died a hundred

times over in her mind..From San Francisco south to Orange County Airport on a crowded commuter flight, then farther south along the coast by

rental car, Paul Damascus brought Grace, Celestina, and Angel to the Lampion house. "Before we go to my place, there's someone I very much

want you to meet. She's not expecting us, but I'm sure it'll be okay.".The calls to Bellini in San Francisco and to others in Oregon were made with a

prayer for news, but the prayer went unanswered. Cain had not been seen, heard from, smelled, intuited, or located by the pestering clairvoyants

who had attached themselves to the sensational case..Words eluded him again, and he surveyed the coffee shop, as if someone might step forward

to speak for him. He realized people were staring, and embarrassment drew a tighter knot in his tongue..She held his face in both hands and kissed

each of his beautiful jewel eyes. "You ready?".Busily, earnestly, with great satisfaction, Junior redirected his anger at Celestina and at the man with
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her. These two were, after all, guardians of the true Bartholomew, and therefore Junior's enemies..She left him sore in places that had never been

sore before. Yet he was more stressed out on Thursday than he'd been on Wednesday..Friday morning, Junior resigned his position as a physical

therapist at the rehabilitation hospital. He expected to be able to live well off interest and dividends for the rest of his life, because his tastes were

modest..He wondered if the hawk had descended in a constricting gyre, justice coming down, but he could not lift his head to see.."In a way, he

does," Vanadium said. "When you're as hollow as Enoch Cain, the emptiness aches. He's desperate to fill it, but he doesn't have the patience or the

commitment to fill it with anything worthwhile. Love, charity, faith, wisdom-those virtues and others are hard won, with commitment and patience,

and we acquire them one spoonful at a time. Cain wants to be filled quickly. He wants the emptiness inside poured full, in quick great gushes, and

right now. ".Using the brochure as an ice-breaker, Junior circulated through the throng, seeking anyone who'd attended the.That happened ten years

ago, the first and last time anyone shot at Nolly. The real work of a private eye had nothing in common with the glamorous stuff depicted on

television and in books. This was a low-risk profession full of dull routine, as long as you chose your cases wisely--which meant staying away from

clients like Enoch Cain..When he pushed Naomi, profit was the motive. He killed Victoria and Vanadium in self-defense. Those three deaths were

necessary..Teasing out the card, Edom saw that it was an ace of diamonds-remarkable in light of Maria Gonzalezs fortune'-telling session last

Friday evening. He was more astonished, however, by the name printed in black ink diagonally across the face of the card:

BARTHOLOMEW.."Yellow, yellow, yellow, yellow," Angel said with satisfaction as she examined herself in the mirrored closet door..He didn't

want to risk marrying weapon and silencer here in the hall, where he might be seen. Besides, complications could arise from being splattered with

Neddy's blood. Aftermath was disgusting, but it was also highly incriminating. For the same reason, he was loath to use a knife..Onto its roof now,

the Pontiac spun as it slid, grinding loudly against the blacktop, and regardless of how determinedly Agnes held on, she was being pulled out of her

seat, toward the inverted ceiling and also backward. Her forehead knocked hard into the thin overhead padding, and her back wrenched against the

headrest..Those who had just met her and those who were overly charmed by eccentricity called her Seraphim, her name complete. Her teachers,

neighbors, and casual acquaintances called her Sera. Those who knew her best and loved her the most deeply--like her sister, Celestina called her

Phimie..So. Two monks they were: one in the service of everlasting light, the other in the service of eternal darkness..Junior was not immune to

traditional logic, but in this case he recognized the superior wisdom of Zedd's philosophy. His dread of Bartholomew and his gut-level animosity

toward a child he'd never met defied all reason and exceeded simple paranoia; therefore, it must be purest, infallible animal instinct..Second,

Thomas Vanadium received no mention: Therefore, his body hadn't been found in the lake. He still ought to be under suspicion in the Bressler case.

And if new evidence cleared him of suspicion, then his disappearance should have been mentioned, and he should have been listed as another

possible victim of the Shamefaced Slayer, the Bandaged Butcher, as the tabloids had dubbed Junior..Junior had made a mistake when he smashed

the pewter stick into Vanadium's face after the cop was already unconscious. He should have bound the bastard and attempted to revive him for

interrogation..With a nervous twitch of his avian head and a wary frown, the watcher broke eye contact and slipped into the chattering crowd, lost

as quickly as a slender sandpiper skittering among a herd of plump seagulls..He had taken refuge in meditation, because he'd been frustrated by his

continuing failure in the Bartholomew hunt and disturbed by his apparently paranormal experiences with quarters and with phone calls from the

dead. More deeply disturbed than he had realized or had been able to admit..He held forth the single red rose. "For you. Not that it compares. No

flower could.".This rosarium was Edom's only relationship with nature that did not inspire terror in him. Agnes believed that Joey's enthusiasm for

the restoration of the garden was, in part, the reason why Edom had not tamed as far inward as Jacob and why he'd remained better able than his

twin to function beyond the walls of his apartment..around a long time yet, but women outlive men by several years. Actuarial tables aren't

wrong.".At the end of their second date, however, Frieda invited Junior up to her apartment, to see her Lientery collection and, no doubt, to take a

ride on the Cain ecstasy machine. She owned seven canvases by the painter, received as partial payment of his PR bills..As the fragrances of wet

wool and sodden denim rose from her sweater and jeans, Agnes switched on the heater and angled the vanes of the middle vent toward Barty.

"Honey, turn that other vent toward yourself.".Out of Phimie's humiliation, terror, suffering, and death had come Angel, whom Celestina had first

and briefly hated, but whom now she loved more than she loved Wally, more than she loved herself or even life itself. Phimie, through Angel, had

brought Celestina both to Wally and to a fuller understanding of their father's meaning when he spoke of this momentous day, an understanding

that brought power to her painting and so deeply touched the people who saw and bought her art..When people didn't apply themselves to positive

goals, to making better lives for themselves, they spent their energy in wickedness. Then."My little girl," she said, and belatedly she realized that

this might not be a policeman, after all, but someone trying to determine if she and Angel were alone in the apartment..He pointed at his feet.

"Toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes."."This is most incommensurate," Junior said, recalling the word from a

vocabulary-improvement course, without need of ice applied to the genitals..Holding the pistol, fully extending his right arm in execution style, the

gunman approached the fallen minister..He hadn't seen Thomas Vanadium since Monday, at the cemetery, and Vanadium hadn't pulled any tricks

since leaving twenty-five cents at his bedside that same night. Almost four days undisturbed by the hectoring detective. In matters Vanadium,

however, Junior had learned to be wary, prudent..The container-eye-level at the top, battered, rust-streaked, beaded with condensation-was larger

than some in the alleyway, with a bifurcated lid. Both halves of the lid were already raised.."Me, me," Celestina said. "In fact, fianc?es should

come first.".The January air was crisp, fragrant with evergreens and with the faint salty scent of the distant sea. A curiously yellow moon glowered
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like a malevolent eye, studying him from between ragged ravelings of dirty clouds..In truth, he was terrified. Although his need for her company

was so profound that it seemed to arise from his marrow, a part of him marveled-and trembled-at his dedicated pursuit of her.."Maybe," said Angel.

"Or maybe to The Monkees ... or maybe to where you didn't get run down by the rhinosharush.".This is, of course, the purpose of art: to disturb

you, to leave you uneasy with yourself and wary of the world, to undermine your sense of reality in order to make you reconsider all that you think

you know. The finest art should shatter you emotionally, devastate you intellectually, leave you physically ill, and fill you with loathing for those

cultural traditions that bind us and weigh us down and drown us in a sea of conformity. Junior had learned this much, already, from his art

appreciation course..He sprang to his feet, or maybe only staggered up, depending on whether his image of himself right now was pulp or real, and

surveyed the scene, looking for the bandaged man. A few neighbors crossed the lawn toward Grace, and others approached along the street. But the

killer was gone..He tucked his left arm tight against his side and threw himself against the door. The obstructing furniture was heavy, but it moved

an inch. If it would give one inch, it would give two, so it wasn't immovable, and he was already as good as in there.."It's what?" asked the

detective, for with the exception of his teeth, he was not a self-improved individual..PZ7.L52I5 Tal 2001 [Fic]-dc21    2001016554.Among

themselves, the authorities spoke more often than not in murmurs. Or perhaps Junior was too distracted to hear them clearly.."In addition," Daines

said, "her pelvis is small, which would present problems of delivery even in an ordinary pregnancy. And the muscle fibers in the central canal of

her cervix, which ought to be softening in anticipation of labor, are still tough. I don't believe the cervix will dilate well enough to facilitate

birth.".He backed toward the hall door, watching as the fire spread. After lingering until certain that the house would soon be a seething pyre, he

finally sprinted along the hall to the front door..Never had the familiar red Bicycle design of the U.S. Playing Card Company looked ominous

before, but it was fearsome now, as strange voodoo veve or satanic conjuration pattern..We have inhabited both the actual and the imaginary realms

for a long time. But we don't live in either place the way our parents or ancestors did. Enchantment alters with age, and with the age..He got

everything he ordered-full value, and more. When he lifted off the top of the bun to squeeze mustard onto the burger, he discovered a shiny quarter

pressed into the half-melted cheese..The rich aromas on the air would have thwarted the will of the most devout monks on a fast of penitence..After

the paralytic bladder seizures had passed and Junior had drained Lake Mead, Chicane recommended plenty of caffeine and sugar to guard against

an unlikely but not impossible spontaneous return to a trance state. "Anyway, after pumping alpha waves for as long as you just did, you shouldn't

actually need to sleep anytime soon.".The sight of the heavily bandaged face apparently pressed all of the compassion buttons in the reverend,

because he broke out of his paralytic shock and started forward-before he registered the weapon..She wanted to tell him not to say these queer

things, not to talk this way, yet she couldn't speak those words. When Barty asked her why, as inevitably he would, she'd have to say she was

worried that something might be terribly wrong with him, but she couldn't express this fear to her boy, not ever. He was the lintel of her heart, the

keystone of her soul, and if he failed because of her lack of confidence in him, she herself would collapse into ruin..From a distance and through a

scattering of trees, Junior wasn't able to discern much about the other funeral, but he was pretty sure many if not most of that crowd were Negroes.

He surmised, therefore, that the person being buried was a Negro, too..They ordered martinis, and when Kathleen, perusing a menu, asked her

husband what looked good for dinner, he suggested, "Oysters?".He sat on the edge of the bed and held her right hand. She had passed away such a

short time ago that her skin was still warm.."Our new roof," Bill said, pointing overhead, "will hold through any hurricane. Fine work. You tell

Agnes what fine.After all he'd suffered at Cain's hands, Tom Vanadium surprised himself by laughing at these colorful accounts of the wife killer's

misadventures. Indeed, laughter had seemed disrespectful to the memories of Victoria Bressler and Naomi, and Vanadium had been torn between a

desire to hear more and a feeling that finding any amusement value in a man like Cain would leave a stain on the soul that no amount of penance

could scrub away..A siren in the city wailed toward St. Mary's. An ambulance. Through streets bustling with hope, always this lament for the

dying..Your deeds ... will return to you, magnified beyond imagining ... the spirit of Bartholomew ... will find you ... and mete out the terrible

judgment that you deserve..THE CRISP CRACKLE of faux flames, the way they made them in the days of radio dramas, back in the 1930s and

'40s, when he was a boy: cellophane..He knew the titles that he wanted: "Tunnel in the Sky, Between Planets, Starman Jones. ".In this brighter

light, he further examined the gallery brochure and discovered Celestina's photograph. She and her sister were not as alike as twins, but the

resemblance was striking.."At home," Otter said. It wasn't a lie. He did have a pouch at home. He kept his fine-work tools and his bubble level in it.

And he wasn't altogether lying about the wind. Several times he had managed to bring a bit of magewind into the sail of a boat, though he had no

idea how to combat or control a storm, as a ship's weatherworker must do. But he thought he'd rather drown in a gale than be murdered in this

hole..As shaken as she had been at Phimie's side, she couldn't trust her memory. Perhaps she hadn't seen what she thought she'd seen.."Not only

coal miners. Old as you are in some ways, you're still too young for me to explain. I will someday.".If he woke, however, and saw her sitting vigil,

Barty would understand how terrible his condition might be..So runs the water away, away,."When the Iroquois Theater in Chicago burned on

December 30, 1903" he said aloud, testing his memory, "during a matinee of Mr Blue Beard, six hundred two people perished, mostly women and

children.".Tom opened his empty hands and then filled one of them with his water glass. The rattling ice belied his calm face..The head of the

hospital bed was elevated, and Perri lay on her back. Her eyes-were closed..Robert Heinlein saved her. Over hot dogs and chips, she read to Barty

from Red Planet, beginning at the top of page 104. He had previously shared enough of the story with Agnes so that she felt connected to the

narrative, and soon she was sufficiently involved with the tale that she was better able to conceal her anguish..Furthermore, fear of the unknown is
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a weakness also because it humbles us. Humility, Caesar Zedd declares, is strictly for losers. For the purpose of social and financial advancement,

we must pretend to be humble-shuffle our feet and duck our heads and make self-deprecating remarks-because deceit is the currency of civilization.

But if ever we wallow in genuine humility, we will be no different from the mass of humanity, which Zedd calls "a sentimental sludge in love with

failure and the prospect of its own doom.".Although he ate more meals in restaurants than not, he hadn't ordered a burger in twenty-two months,

since finding the quarter embedded in the half-melted slice of cheddar, in December of '65. Indeed, since then, he'd never risked a sandwich of any

kind in a restaurant, limiting his selections to foods that were served open on the plate..As one, those around the table raised their eyes to the

ceiling and smiled at the sound of the downpour. Barty, with patches over his empty sockets, also looked up with a smile..Kennedy, whose portraits

hung side by side, the girl revealed to their mom and dad what had been done to her and also what, in her despair.Saturday morning, he walked to a

drugstore in town and purchased eight decks of cards. With four, he passed the day re-creating, again and again, what he'd done at the dining-room

table the previous evening. The four knaves never appeared..For all his brilliance, however, he was still a boy who loved to run and jump and

tumble. Who swung from the backyard oak tree in a rope-and-tire swing. Who was thrilled when given a tricycle. Who giggled in delight while

watching his uncle Jacob roll a shiny quarter end over-end across his knuckles and perform other simple coin tricks..Along the hall to his room.

Fast and low through the doorframe. Wary of the closet door standing two inches ajar..Yet, uncaught, the quarter would have dropped to the floor.

Junior would have heard it ring off the tiles. Which he hadn't..At the front, a soft spotlight a focused on the life-size crucifix. The only additional

illumination came from the small bulbs over the stations of the cross, along both side walls, and from the flickering flames in the ruby glass

containers on the votive-candle rack..The revolving beacons dwindled, casting off blue-and-red pulses of light that shimmered-swooped through

the diffusing fog, as if they were disembodied spirits seeking someone to possess..Putting an arm around Paul's shoulders, Dr. Salk walked with

him along a street lined with eucalyptuses and Torrey pines, to a nearby pocket park. They sat on a bench in the sunshine and watched duck waddle

on the shore of a man-made pond..To the phone, the police. No dial tone. Pointless to rattle the disconnect switch. The line had been cut.
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