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CHERCHES SUR LADMINISTRATION MUNICIPALE DE RENNES AU TEMPS DE HENR
?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops
in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and
slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with
patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a
goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were
asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of
discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.'
When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to
him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.'
'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered,
'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on
him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast
him therein..Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day!
How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader
to parting had summoned you in vain!.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh
upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is
for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while
El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in
God the Most High, the Supreme!'.The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but
my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the
world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said,
'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and
that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of
her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at
him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the
Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and
brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth
he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of
mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander
of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute
with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, '
This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go
forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.? ? ? ? ? How
many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.?THE TWELFTH OFFICER'S
STORY..She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a
Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to
him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with
him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most
High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and
there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was
assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who
buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou,
till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of
thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up
the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed
(185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O
my lord, on this wise.'.162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? One
of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..? ?
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? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.As an instance of the
extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were
afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by
the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the
press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its
translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the
condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose
and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I
have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind
enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek
beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119).On this wise she abode a great while and
indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her
bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth,
abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back,
trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he,
'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the
eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching;
[and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre
appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so white..149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit
and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted
them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your
singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell
the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently
she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck,
(247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they
uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou
aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have
nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels
and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom
God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her
what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such
an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I
swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.When she had made an end of her
verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its
purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those
who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and
that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following
verses:.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ?
? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".90. The Apples of
Paradise dclxxvi.He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that
had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them
that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her
husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose
rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth
and raiment and jewels..Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.?STORY OF THE
RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in
mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.When a year had
elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when
there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all]
shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should
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go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave
and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave
of us nor fear mishap or ill event..? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I
entreat.Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I
have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed
and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his
breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of
the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode
on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she
departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his
excuse to her for the young merchant..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer
ccxcvi.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth
us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that
we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt
her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and
this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon
tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish."
Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and
say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this
youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were!
ii. 96.When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..When I had made an end of washing, I cried out,
saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which
was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover
my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy
wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said
to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the
boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets
are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I
recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the
Wind dccccviii.O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..Son and his
Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard
tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned
for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto
any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my
son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine
entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the
daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him
awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).Presently, she came to me again and I said
to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As
soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished,
give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to
the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an
end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a
good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting
her, even as I awaited her..When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and
casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then
he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded
and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air,
for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and
the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all
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who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and
confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.O'erbold art thou
in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in
the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other
whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified
that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and
that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more
extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between them."."There was once a
king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in
certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.'
Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid
of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors,
and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High
profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take
refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.My heart will never credit that I
am far from thee, ii. 275..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the
tent. (87).?OF ENVY AND MALICE..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never
Laughed again dccccxci.Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said
to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and
doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain
and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come
to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and
obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the
king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn
the raiment that they wear.".When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they
sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I
may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her,
'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she
refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first
commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High
and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety
and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He
granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape
and lithe and pleasing to the eye..?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..? ? ? ? ? Nay, though
ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O
Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him
the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who
giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my
horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we
will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard
this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle,
galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the
pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them
from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day
to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145)
that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih,
(146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to
don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad
ccccliii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the
old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to
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them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were
vouchsafed children by them..Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed
his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an
exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I
kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his
letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and
with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in
his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When
he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and
saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the
king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king
proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the
Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the
people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.One day he went forth to the chase and
left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a
musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted
her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily
sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By
the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my
service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine
account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of
them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like
of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered
Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted,
for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to
her palace..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.Thy
presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last,
how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in
her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story,
the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he
was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and found her
lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be certified that
she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I committed?' And
he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou
mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who are comelier and
handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my
son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king
heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King
Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but
severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.Love to its victim clings
without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my
sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..78. The Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife
cccxc.Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying
the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth
of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both
wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms
and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and
traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant
flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter
went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a
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young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and
indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When
the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided
him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but
her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience
and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right
profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the
like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so
that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him
changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him,
'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and
say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay
them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first
two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..Then he turned to the
woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her
husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that
which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and
torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily,
there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered
she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me
the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes
brimmed over with tears at her story..? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and
more exalted aye!.Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..So saying, he took leave of the
woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty
days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way.
Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and
Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the
Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk
made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and
spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories,
such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still
abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to
him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the
boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? A moon is my love, in a
robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the
nurse, who took it and carried it to Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation
and she said, "O my lady, how hard is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall
come to thee from him." Quoth Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am
certified that thou purposest my dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth
fleeing from her presence, changed of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..118. The Merchant
of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth
not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee
attributed;.'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and
betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me
with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the
locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to
whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking
the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the
completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently
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desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave,
I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee
and rely upon thee therein.".? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that
they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying,
'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and
questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him
and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends
blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion,
and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..4. The Three Apples lxix.Then they
told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to
compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told
him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!'
Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old
woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and
sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and
making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy
love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two
Girls dcli.106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.Then she drank three cups and filling
the old man other three, sang the following verses:.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as
'twere, indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out
therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he
pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and
they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when
the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin
perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so
bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not
night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name
not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait
friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..Clemency, Of, i. 120..Then the queen entered the palace and sat down
on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its
strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of
this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by
which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following
verses:.Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city.
When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen
his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he
called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the
treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was
other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the
backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the
goodliest of the folk of his time.
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